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Abstract

Suzani Samarqandi is a skillful poet who, despite his merit, has not received sufficient scholarly attention,
neither himself nor his poetry. Among the main reasons for this neglect are the difficulties of the language of
his poetry and the lack of old manuscripts of his Divan. Nasir al-Din Shah-Hoseyni published two editions of
Suzani’s Divan. Unfortunately, in both editions, Suzani’s poems were edited in a disorderly manner, and the
presented text is filled with incorrect and meaningless readings. In his satirical and humorous poems, Suzani
employs his own particular language, and most of the difficulties of his poetry lie precisely in these poems.
The rare words that appear in this group of Suzani’s poems have gradually been distorted and corrupted by
unfamiliar and careless scribes, and their readings have been altered. However, with the help of certain
manuscripts that have to some extent been spared from these distortions and have preserved the authentic
forms of the words, and with the aid of auxiliary sources such as lexicons, the correct and genuine forms of
these words can be recovered. In the present study, by making use of two newly discovered manuscripts of
Suzani’s Divan and with the assistance of several dictionaries, thirty-three words that had been distorted in
the printed text of Suzani’s Divan have been corrected. Some of the corrected words in this article have been
recorded in dictionaries without textual evidence, and Suzani’s poetry serves as good testimony for them.
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Introduction

Suzani Samarqgandi is one of the poets of the sixth century AH and a master of eloquence in both serious and
humorous poetry. However, he is mostly renowned for his satirical and humorous poems. Some scholars
have regarded Suzani as a follower of others in humorous poetry (Foriizanfar, 2008, p. 317), but this opinion
does not seem to be entirely accurate. In fact, Suzani has his own distinctive style in humorous poetry and did
not imitate anyone. His poetry may be considered to embody two distinct linguistic registers: one in serious
verse and another in humorous verse. The vocabulary and frequency of use in each of these two types of
poetry in Suzani’s work differ considerably. The main difficulties of Suzani’s Divan lie in his humorous
poems. In these poems, a large number of rare words have been used, which, over time, in the hands of
scribes unfamiliar with them, have disappeared and been altered and corrupted. The absence of old
manuscripts and the lateness of most extant copies of Suzani’s Divan have also compounded the difficulty of
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retrieving the correct and original forms of the words in his poetry. For this purpose, alongside the few
relatively old manuscripts of Suzani’s Divan, one must also rely on auxiliary sources such as lexicons and old
anthologies. Moreover, Suzani’s own Divan is, in certain cases, helpful in solving these problems. Many of
the difficult and corrupted words in Suzani’s poetry occur repeatedly. By tracing and collating these
occurrences, one can arrive at the correct forms of these words.

Materials and Methods

This study corrects words in Suzani’s Divan based on two newly discovered manuscripts and several
dictionaries, including Majma ‘ol-Fors, Daneshname-ye Qadarkhan, and so on. Some of these words are
repeated in several verses of Suzani’s poems, but their readings in his printed Divan have been corrupted in
multiple verses. Others, however, appear only once in Suzani’s Divan; or, even if they are among his
frequently used words, the authors of the article found only a single instance of their corruption in the printed
text. Therefore, the corrected words in the present study have been categorized into two groups: “frequently
used words” and “unique words”.

Research Findings

Most of the corrected words belong to archaic vocabulary with few attestations of usage. Suzani’s poetry
provides valuable examples of their application. Moreover, presenting the correct forms of the verses
containing these words contributes to a better understanding of Suzani’s poetry and draws more attention to
the works of this distinguished poet.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

As mentioned, in Suzani Samarqandi’s poetry -especially his satirical and humorous poems- numerous rare
words have been employed. In the existing edition of Suzani’s Divan, these words have been distorted and
corrupted, either due to dependence on certain manuscripts or due to misreadings by the editor, and have thus
been lost. Nasir al-Din Shah-Hoseyni first edited and published Suzani’s Divan in 1959. This edition contains
numerous flaws. In 1965, Shah-Hoseyni published a new edition of Suzani’s Divan, which includes only this
poet’s serious poems. Both of Shah-Hoseyni’s editions, however, fail to do justice to Suzani’s satirical
poetry. The editor’s lack of access to manuscripts such as the two used in the present study is not a sufficient
excuse for these textual deficiencies, because careful use of a source such as Dehkhoda’s Dictionary could
have resolved many of the problems in the text. Dehkhoda had access to reliable manuscripts of Suzani’s
Divan and, with his precise and sharp eye, recorded in the dictionary the correct forms of many verses that
had been distorted in the printed text of the Divan. Also, the authentic and correct readings of a number of
Suzani’s words were listed as variant readings in the footnotes of the printed Divan, but were not
incorporated into the main text.

In the present study, thirty-three frequently used and unique words from Suzani’s poems have been
documented, and the verses that originally contained these words but had been corrupted in the printed Divan
have been corrected. The presence of the correct readings of some of these words and verses in the footnotes
of the printed text and in Dehkhoda’s Dictionary indicates the editor’s carelessness and his improper use of
the sources available to him. Some of the words corrected in this article have been listed in dictionaries with
few or no textual attestations, and Suzani’s poetry serves as valuable evidence for them.
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