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Abstract

Hilali Joghata'i is a prominent poet of the 9th and 10th centuries AH, contemporary with the Timurian and
Safavid eras. His extant divan consists mainly of ghazals, but also includes odes, rubaiyats, and pieces. In
addition to the divan, he authored three mathnavis: Shah va Dervish, Sefat al-Asheqin, and Layla va Majnun.
The first two mathnavis were published as an appendix to his divan, edited by Saeed Nafisi. Although
Nafisi's edition of Hilali's divan holds significant literary and scholarly value, it suffers from numerous
shortcomings that necessitate a new critical edition. These include the use of late and unreliable manuscripts,
an unclear and unscientific editing methodology, failure to record variant readings, neglect of earlier
available manuscripts, oversight of newly-found poems in older sources, and non-adherence to bibliographic
principles in verse selection. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study provides concrete examples of
the deficiencies in the existing edition and highlights poems omitted from the published divan, emphasizing
the need for a new, scientific critical edition of Hilali's divan.
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Introduction
Textual criticism of classical works is one of the most fundamental and essential activities in the field of
Persian literary research. Its importance is such that it can be considered the cornerstone of any literary
analysis and investigation. Unfortunately, a significant portion of our literary heritage remains either
forgotten as manuscripts in libraries, never having been edited or published, or was edited in the past using
methodologies that are now considered obsolete and ineffective in terms of scholarly accuracy. In the present
era, with remarkable advancements in digital technology and unprecedented ease of access to manuscripts
through databases and digital libraries, an exceptional opportunity has emerged for researchers. By
employing modern textual criticism methods and relying on internationally accepted scientific principles,
they can now revisit and re-edit many classical texts. This necessity is particularly critical for works whose
existing editions are not free of flaws.

The Divan of Hilali Joghata'i, a prominent poet of the 9th and 10th centuries AH and a key figure in the
Iraqi style of poetry, is one such case. Despite this poet's special place in the history of Persian literature, a
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comprehensive and scientifically sound edition of his Divan has not yet been produced. The existing edition,
prepared by Saeed Nafisi in previous decades, despite its initial value, suffers from fundamental
shortcomings in aspects such as editing methodology, the number and reliability of variant manuscripts, the
method of recording variants, and the principles of textual criticism, which undermine its scholarly
credibility. Recognizing this necessity, the present study aims to systematically critique the existing edition
based on scientific principles of textual criticism. By presenting concrete examples of its deficiencies, it
seeks to demonstrate the need for a new critical edition of this valuable Divan.

Materials and Methods

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and has been conducted through library
research and systematic note-taking. Data for this research have been gathered from two main sources: 1)
Manuscripts of Hilali Joghata'i's Divan, which form the foundation of this study, and 2) Historical books and
reliable biographical accounts (tazkiras) referenced to examine aspects of Hilali's life and poetic era. The
methodology is based ona comparative analysis of manuscripts and a critique of the existing
edition according to contemporary scientific standards. Relying on direct examination of manuscripts and
utilization of primary historical sources, this research aims to introduce newly discovered poems by the poet
and, through a precise scientific approach, pave the way for a new critical edition of Hilali Joghata'i's Divan.

Research Findings
The investigations conducted in this study clearly demonstrate that a new critical edition of Hilali Joghata'i's
Divan is an unavoidable necessity. The existing edition, produced in its time, significantly deviates from
contemporary textual criticism standards. The most important justifications for this necessity can be
summarized in several key points: First, the previous edition lacks a systematic scientific methodology, and
the basic principles of textual criticism were not observed. Second, the bibliographical limitations of the time
of the initial editing meant that many reliable and early manuscripts were inaccessible to the editor—a
problem that has now been resolved due to the ease of access to manuscript resources.

Other serious shortcomings of this edition include:

1) The presence of a significant number of newly discovered poems in manuscripts that are absent from
the published edition.

2) Failure to record variant readings, which is a fundamental principle of textual criticism.

3) Incorrect and unjustified readings in certain verses.

4) Non-observance of bibliographic priorities in selecting readings.

These fundamental flaws make a new critical edition, based on scientific principles and utilizing all
available sources, an undeniable necessity. Such an edition would provide a more authentic text of the Divan
of this prominent poet of the Iraqi style.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The investigations indicate that the current edition of Hilali Joghata'i's Divan requires substantial revision due
to non-compliance with scientific principles of textual criticism and the bibliographical limitations at the time
of its compilation. The most significant shortcomings include the lack of a systematic methodology, the
editor's limited access to early manuscripts, the omission of newly discovered poems, failure to record textual
variants, incorrect verse transcriptions, and non-adherence to the priority of reliable manuscripts. These
deficiencies confirm the necessity of a new critical edition based on broader sources and precise
methodology to present a more authentic text of this prominent poet of the Iraqi style.
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