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Abstract

Tarikh-e Beyhaqi is one of the masterpieces of Persian prose and among the most valuable sources for
understanding the history of the Ghaznavid era. This book has been critically edited and published multiple
times. The latest critical edition, prepared by Mohammad-Ja‘far Yahaqqi and Mehdi Seyyedi, was published
in 2009 (1388 AH) and has since been reprinted six times. A new, thoroughly revised edition with additions
and corrections was released in 2022 (1401 AH). In this revision, the editors, responding to feedback from
researchers and drawing on several critiques of the earlier edition, addressed a number of errors and
shortcomings in the text, footnotes, and other sections. However, one of the most frequent yet largely
overlooked flaws in this edition—rarely addressed in existing reviews—is the inaccuracy in quoting and
vocalizing (i‘rab) the Arabic phrases appearing in the introduction, main text, footnotes, indexes, and
sources. The present study aims to identify and provide correct forms of Arabic expressions that have been
erroneously vocalized or transcribed. It also offers additional observations concerning some oversights,
inaccuracies, and errors found in the editors' footnotes and bibliography.

Keywords: Tarikh-e Beyhagqi, Yahaqqi—Seyyedi Edition, Arabic Phrases, Diacritics, Transcription Errors,
Critical Editing.

Introduction

Tarikh-e Beyhagqi, authored by Abu’l-Fazl Mohammad ibn Hossein Beyhaqi (385—470 AH), is one of the
most brilliant examples of classical Persian prose. The style of the book is transitional: it retains the
simplicity, clarity, and Persian-centric language of the Samanid era while also incorporating features of more
ornate literary prose—such as interspersing poetry and prose, and frequent usage of Qur’anic verses, hadiths,
Arabic poetry, and proverbs.

Before the recent critical edition, five independent editions of Tarikh-e Beyhagi had been available: those
by Morley (lithographic edition from Calcutta), Adib Pishavari, Nafisi, Ghani-Fayyaz, and Fayyaz. However,
in 2009, a new critical edition was published by Yahaqqi and Seyyedi, which remains the most recent and
authoritative version of the text. This edition has been reprinted multiple times, with the sixth and most
recent reprint issued in 2022.

Several articles have critiqued this edition, highlighting its textual shortcomings and issues in the
annotations and elsewhere. One of the strengths of this edition compared to previous ones is the editors’
effort to apply diacritics to Arabic phrases throughout the book. Nonetheless, a common flaw—scarcely
addressed in the existing critiques—is the frequent misplacement or inaccuracy of these diacritics and Arabic
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transcriptions, an issue that has persisted across all reprints of the edition and remains largely uncorrected.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a library-based research method, examining all Arabic elements in the Yahaqqi—Seyyedi
edition of Tarikh-e Beyhaqi and the editors’ footnotes. The focus is primarily on the accuracy of diacritics
and transcription, but also includes related matters such as translation and textual editing. In many cases, to
enhance the accuracy and validity of the critiques, the author referred to earlier sources where these Arabic
elements appear and compared the editors’ renderings with those. Additional observations about the
footnotes are also presented in the current research.

Research Findings

A review of the editors’ work on Arabic content in Tarikh-e Beyhagqi reveals that in numerous cases, Arabic
words and phrases—whether in the main text or the footnotes—have been incorrectly transcribed, vocalized,
translated, or edited. Some of these errors can also be found in previous editions of the text or in related
research, which may have influenced the current editors. Other findings include inconsistencies within the
annotations, typographical errors, and incorrect interpretations in some of the commentary.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Although the most recent edition of Tarikh-e Beyhaqi by Yahaqqi and Seyyedi has addressed many
shortcomings of previous prints and includes numerous valuable additions, one of its persistent and
widespread flaws is the incorrect vocalization and transcription of many Arabic sentences and verses, both in
the main text and in the footnotes. Other issues include the selection of unjustified transcriptions, inaccurate
translations of certain phrases, inconsistencies within annotations, and typographical errors—all of which are
addressed in the present study.

Some of the Arabic-related mistakes seem to have originated from the editors' reliance on the Fayyaz
edition. Had the editors consulted Khatib Rahbar’s edition more thoroughly—especially for Arabic verses
and phrases—many of these issues could have been minimized, although even that edition lacks full
diacritics and is not entirely free from flaws in this regard.
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