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Abstract

The personality and position of Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya in historical reports related to his lifetime have
similar details and a generally unexaggerated outline, but in the shadow of the intellectual atmosphere of
Shiite movements and the history of their missionary activities that began in the centuries before or close to
the era of ibn al-Hanafiyya, the historical identity of Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya transformed in a
transitional process. In this regard, issues such as emancipation, unity, reincarnation, imamate, and
manifestation were also raised in relation to him. Furthermore, in order to promote such topics in a better and
more attractive way in competition with the Twelver, Ismaili, and Zaydi Shiites, the Ghali and their
followers, in addition to introducing their thoughts and ideas into various areas of jurisprudence and
theology, have also shown special attention to fictional narratives, which are mostly limited to the subject of
the possible Imamate of Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya. Although it is not possible to determine a specific
period of time for the publication of such rituals in the context of literature due to the lack of necessary
documentation, it is possible to demonstrate well, by relying on Persian fictional sources, how the personality
and status of Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya have transformed under the influence of the teachings of the sect
attributed to him. In this process, how the historical personality of Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya, far from
false and extravagant beliefs, has transformed into a bloodthirsty or loving hero in a cycle of narratives, and
to what extent the storytellers of such narratives have benefited from the legacy of epic literature. The present
study, using an inductive method and focusing on historical and literary sources, has attempted to reveal such
a transformation in independent fictional narratives related to Mohammad ibn al-Hanafiyya.
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Introduction

Fictional texts are considered one of the important and epoch-making areas of Persian literature, which, due
to their high number, variety of themes, large volume, rich content, and impact, can play a significant role in
the evolution of epic, lyrical, and didactic literary genres. In Islamic history, characters such as Mohammad
al-Hanafiyyah have received much attention due to their strong heroic aspect, and the frequency of existing
narratives about Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah and the numerous manuscripts of his stories can be a document
to this claim.

Materials and Methods

The present study, in order to explain the difference in the position of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah in historical
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and fictional sources, has been conducted in two parts by using an inductive method. In the first part, after
presenting the introduction, in order to analyze the historical background of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah’s
personality, characteristics such as his identity, birth and death, titles and descriptions, virtues, scientific
status, contemporaries, and period of his life have been examined based on reliable sources. Then, in order to
analyze the literary background of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah in fictional reports, after reviewing scattered
references to him in Persian literature, four independent fictional narratives of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah
have been introduced.

Research Findings

Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah is the son of Imam Ali (AS) and the paternal brother of Imam Hassan and Imam
Hussein (AS), and is known as the namesake and nickname of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH). Mohammad al-
Hanafiyyah was actively involved in the battles of al-Jamal, Siffin, and Nahrawan in support of his father.
After Karbala, Mukhtar al-Thaqafi called people to the Imamate of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah, and they
imagined that he was the Al-Mahdi, but Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah denied these attributes and avoided
making this claim.

In independent stories that are written with the role of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah as the central character
and have a non-real and imaginary background, the storyteller, in a linear and simple narrative pattern,
defines the identity of Ibn al-Hanafiyyah in relation to women such as Sha’ara, Shamima, Zayn al-Arab, and
Zofunoon as a loving hero who appears to be reunited with his beloved or by his side during a series of
battles. In such narrative accounts, it is clearly understood that love has become a pretext and excuse for
Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah to appear in the epic space.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

In some historical reports, not only is there no significant performance of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah
observed, but in the political movements of his time, he is more of a passive figure than an active element.
There is even evidence in which Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah is introduced as a figure who maintains the
middle ground and the side of moderation in relation to the rulers of the time. However, the historical identity
of Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah in the sources and books of anecdotes and stories related to him has been
shaped largely by the type of relationship Ibn al-Hanafiyyah had with Mukhtar al-Thaqafi and Abdullah ibn
Abbas, and the Umayyad and Marwanid political movements.

Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah appears in independent narratives as a loving hero who, in order to be reunited
with his beloved, engages in a series of battles in jihad against the infidels. A comparison of historical and
literary accounts, especially fiction, proves that Mohammad al-Hanafiyyah underwent a transitional process
of transformation, during which, while maintaining his heroic identity, he transformed from a passive
character into an influential and dynamic element in Persian stories.
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