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Abstract

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a theory derived from sociology and linguistics that posits that texts,
while being influenced by prevailing socio-political conditions, can in turn influence and transform those
very conditions. Among the various approaches to CDA, Norman Fairclough’s model is regarded as the most
comprehensive, consisting of three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. Ubayd Zakani, an
eminent writer, poet, and satirist of the 8th century AH, composed profound works in response to the
corruption and oppression of his time, using his wit and critical insight as tools of social critique. The present
study aims to uncover the hidden layers of meaning in The Treatise of One Hundred Advices (Resale-ye Sad
Pand) in relation to the socio-political context of the Ilkhanid era. Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and library-based research, both quantitative and qualitative analyses were conducted. The importance of this
research lies in revealing the critical and humorous role of Ubayd’s admonitory discourse as a mode of
resistance to the dominant social conditions. The findings demonstrate that Fairclough’s framework
effectively elucidates the linguistic and rhetorical subtleties of Ubayd’s satire, offering insights applicable to
other literary analyses.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis; Norman Fairclough; Treatise of One Hundred Advices (Resale-ye
Sad Pand); Ubayd Zakani.

Introduction

The term discourse, derived from the French discours, represents a synthesis of linguistic and sociological
perspectives. It suggests that the full understanding of meaning arises not only from lexical and grammatical
structures but also from their use within specific social and situational contexts. When discourse is employed
to critique social and political issues, it becomes Critical Discourse. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA),
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therefore, explores the interrelation between language, power, and ideology within texts.

Ubayd Zakani, a poet of the 8th century AH, is renowned for his bold and unflinching critiques of moral
and social corruption in post-Mongol Iran. Using satire and humor as his weapons, he confronted hypocrisy
and vice across all layers of society. The significance of this study lies in explaining the function of Ubayd’s
witty admonitions as a response to the political and social circumstances of his time, as well as the reciprocal
role of societal structures in shaping the discourse of The Treatise of One Hundred Advices.

This research seeks to analyze the treatise through Fairclough’s three levels—description, interpretation,
and explanation—in order to uncover its deep structures and ideological dimensions in connection with the
socio-political context of the 8th century. The study also aims to identify the discursive features and elements
that shaped this text and to reveal the author’s ideology regarding power and society.

Research Questions

1) To what extent have linguistic devices been employed for discourse-oriented purposes?

2) How are the mutual influences of language and socio-political conditions reflected in The Treatise of
One Hundred Advices?

3) What is the author’s perspective toward different social classes and prevailing conditions?

Hypotheses

The study assumes that the text contains discourse-oriented purposes behind its lexical and grammatical
choices; that it reflects the socio-political circumstances of Ubayd’s time; and that different social classes
both shaped and were influenced by these conditions.

Materials and Methods

Data were collected through library-based research. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, both
quantitative and qualitative analyses of The Treatise of One Hundred Advices were conducted according to
Norman Fairclough’s CDA framework. The work was examined at three levels: description, interpretation,
and explanation.

Research Findings

The results indicate that Ubayd Zakani, through concise and witty language, employed relational,
experiential, and expressive values within the lexical and grammatical domains to convey critical discursive
purposes through his hundred admonitions. By this means, he criticized all social classes and portrayed a
deeply negative image of society during that historical period.

Moreover, the analysis reveals that Zakani’s discourse does not merely ridicule or condemn but strategically
exposes the contradictions between ethical ideals and actual social behavior. His use of irony and satire
functions as a linguistic tool for unveiling hypocrisy and moral decay in different social strata. By combining
humor with criticism, he constructs a powerful socio-political commentary that invites readers to reflect on the
degeneration of values and the loss of integrity within both the ruling elite and the common people.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

At the first level (description), the treatise was analyzed using fifteen linguistic components (such as
indicators, substitution, and verb modality), and their frequencies were presented. At the interpretation stage,
the general structure of the work, the role of participants, and their relationships were examined, highlighting
the central role of language—particularly satire and humor—in crafting a concise yet impactful text.
Intertextual relations were also identified. At the explanation stage, the reciprocal relationship between the
treatise and the structures of power and ideology in the Ilkhanid society was discussed. The findings show
that Ubayd skillfully used linguistic values and cohesive devices—especially imperative mood—as dominant
features of his discourse. Despite its brevity, the treatise employs word relations in a discourse-oriented way.

Through his admonitory tone, Ubayd depicted social realities and moral corruption with biting irony,
describing misconduct among men and women so extensively that moral purity seems almost absent in his
portrayal. His sharp criticism of religious hypocrisy leaves sincerity and truthfulness confined to marginal
groups such as rindan and qalandaran. With its concise and apt title, The Treatise of One Hundred Advices
endures as both a social record and a satirical outcry against moral and political decay.

Ultimately, this treatise exposes the people’s struggle for survival amid political turmoil, illustrating the
reciprocal influence between language and socio-political instability. The harshness of tone mirrors the
disorder of society. Yet, given Ubayd’s intellectual and political standing, this sharp and naked satire serves a
dual purpose: to admonish and awaken reform in some, while offering a bitter solace that may embolden
others in their wrongdoing.
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