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Abstract

Konuz al-Haqa'iq fi Rumuz al-Daga'iq (Treasures of Truths in the Symbols of Subtleties) is a significant
philosophical, mystical, and ethical mathnawi (didactic poem in rhyming couplets) composed by Taj al-Din
(also known as Kamal al-Din) Husayn bin Hasan Khwarazmi (770-841 AH/1368-1437 CE). The current
study presents the first critical edition of this work, based solely on the unique manuscript preserved in the
Topkapi Palace Museum Library in Istanbul, Turkey, under the code MS 1465. This Mathnawi is
systematically structured into five books (bab), fifteen treatises, and incorporates forty-seven illustrative
narratives (hikayat). These narratives significantly enhance the accessibility and appeal of its complex
thematic content. The work comprises 5,295 couplets exploring Islamic mysticism (irfan), philosophical
wisdom (hikma), and practical ethics. Khwarazmi's methodological approach in Konuz al-Haqa'iq aligns
with the tradition established by earlier Persian poetic masters such as Abu Shakur Balkhi in his didactic
(Afarin-nameh), as well as Sana'i, 'Attar, and Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rumi. Specifically, he employs
narrative tales to convey profound philosophical, social, mystical, and ethical teachings. The work is
thematically situated among those texts resembling Rumi's Mathnawi Ma'nawi, a connection the author
himself acknowledges in his introduction. Although some contemporary scholars have classified this
mathnawi as a commentary on Rumi's work, a thorough examination of proximate historical sources and
subsequent biographical dictionaries reveals no such traditional designation. Furthermore, several modern
researchers have explicitly contested this characterization. This article argues, through detailed evidence and
textual analysis, that Konuz al-Haqa'ig is not a commentary but an independent and coherent literary work in
its own right.
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Introduction

The mystical and ethical Mathnawi Konuz al-Haqa'ig opens with traditional praise (hamd) and supplication
(munajat) to God, followed by eulogies (na't) for the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Khwarazmi structured his
composition into five primary books, an organization he metaphorically compares to the structure of the
prophetic law. Each book is subdivided into three treatises, and each treatise incorporates several illustrative
narratives (hikayat), which serve to elucidate the central concepts. The books are outlined as follows:

Book One: Concerning the attributes of the possible king, analogous to the spirit within the inner human
world (Khwarazmi, n.d., folio 20r).

Book Two: Concerning the attributes of the knowledgeable minister of the possible world, analogous to
the heart within the inner human world (Khwarazmi, n.d., folio 48r).

Book Three: Concerning the attributes of the human world, analogous to the intellect within the inner
human world (Khwarazmi, n.d., folio 82r).

Book Four: Concerning the attributes of the mystic, who in the possible world is akin to a spiritual guide
(Khwarazmi, n.d., folio 126v).

Book Five: Concerning the attributes of the lover, who in the possible world represents the truth within
the human inner self (Khwarazmi, n.d., folio 165r).

Sources contemporary with or closely following Khwarazmi's era, including subsequent biographical
dictionaries, never identified Konuz al-Haga'iq as a commentary on Rumi's Mathnawi. This modern
interpretation appears to originate with scholars like Said Nafisi (Nafisi, 1965, p. 243), whose view has
influenced subsequent readings despite a lack of historical precedent.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a library and documentary research methodology, centered on the critically
established text of Konuz al-Haga'iq. The work is subjected to both descriptive and analytical examination,
with the primary objectives of accurately identifying, introducing, and contextualizing Konuz al-Haqa'iq fi
Rumuz al-Daqa'ig, while simultaneously critiquing and refuting the assertions of certain contemporary
scholars regarding its nature as a commentary.

The sole extant manuscript of Konuz al-Haqa'ig, MS 1465, located in the Topkapi Palace Library,
Turkey, serves as the foundational source for this study. The manuscript's binding is crafted from brown
leather, and the pages are of a cream-colored paper. Each page consistently contains thirteen lines of text.
The manuscript is paginated, with folio numbers clearly indicated at the top of each page. Notably, it lacks
any explicit mention of a transcription date or the name of the scribe, placing its likely production in the latter
half of the 9th century AH/15th century CE based on paleographic and contextual evidence.

Research Findings

Nafisi (1965, p. 243) is identified as the first scholar to explicitly characterize Konuz al-Haqa'iq as a
commentary on the Mathnawi. Following his lead, numerous later authors adopted this classification. A
significant exception was the late Zabih-Allah Safa, who consistently maintained that Konuz al-Haga'iq is
not a commentary but rather an independent mystical mathnawi (Safa, 1985, v. 4/492).

A comparative analysis with Khwarazmi's unequivocal commentary, Jawahir al-Asrar wa Zawahir al-
Anwar, reveals fundamental structural and methodological differences. In Jawahir al-Asrar, Khwarazmi
explicitly states his purpose to comment on Rumi's Mathnawi and proceeds systematically, explaining verses
from the beginning of the first volume to the end of the third. Conversely, Konuz al-Haqa'ig lacks this line-
by-line exegetical framework. Furthermore, Khwarazmi himself makes no reference within Konuz al-Haqa'iq
to it being a commentary on any other work.

The intrinsic nature of the text, which develops its own themes through original narratives rather than
explicating an existing text, alongside its stark contrast with the confirmed methodology in Jawahir al-Asrar,
strongly indicates that Konuz al-Haqa'ig is not a commentary. Additional supporting evidence includes
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references within Jawahir al-Asrar by figures like Khwaja Abu al-Wafa and Prince Ibrahim, urging
Khwarazmi to compose a commentary on the Mathnawi. These entreaties suggest that such a commentary
(Jawahir al-Asrar) was a new undertaking, undertaken after and distinct from the composition of Konuz al-
Hagqa'ig.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Konuz al-Haqa'iq fi Rumuz al-Daga'ig is firmly established as a work of Taj al-Din (Kamal al-Din) Husayn
bin Hasan Khwarazmi (770-841 AH/1368-1437 CE). This study has presented a reasoned argument,
supported by textual and historical evidence, demonstrating that Konuz al-Haga'ig is not a commentary on
Rumi's Mathnawi. Instead, it is an independent didactic poem wherein ethical and mystical concepts are
articulated through engaging narratives, intended for the moral edification and spiritual development of its
audience and the author's disciples.

The misclassification of the work originated with Said Nafisi (1965, p. 243) and was subsequently
perpetuated by others. This interpretation stands in opposition to the perspective of scholars like Zabih-Allah
Safa (1985) and is not substantiated by historical sources close to the author's time. The conclusive evidence
derives from a direct comparison with Khwarazmi's authenticated commentary, Jawahir al-Asrar, which
exhibits a completely different organizational principle and exegetical method. The internal evidence from
Jawahir al-Asrar itself further confirms that Khwarazmi had not previously authored a commentary on the
Mathnawi before that project. Therefore, Konuz al-Haga'ig should be recognized and studied on its own
merits as a valuable contribution to the corpus of Persian mystical and philosophical poetry.
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