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Abstract

This study presents a critical analysis of the edited collection of poems by Badr al-Din Jajarmi, a poet of the
13th century AH, prepared by Rouhollah Khademi. As there is no complete manuscript of Jajarmi’s Divan,
Khademi has made a great effort to collect and publish his scattered poems along with those of his son,
Mohammad. This study aims to answer questions regarding misreadings, omitted poems, incorrect
attributions, and methodological flaws in this edition. The findings of the study indicate numerous issues
including typographical and interpretive errors, exclusion of authentic poems, inclusion of verses by other
poets, and unnecessary verbosity in the preface and footnotes. These issues are categorized into four types: 1)
incorrect readings, 2) omissions, 3) additions, and 4) general or methodological errors. The study presents
specific examples of these problems and offers suggestions for improving future editions.

Keywords: Badr al-Din Jajarmi, Khademi’s Edition, 13th-Century Persian Poetry, Critical Text Editing,
Textual Criticism.

Introduction

Badr al-Din Jajarmi lived during the 13th century AH and spent most of his life in Isfahan. No independent Divan
of his poetry has survived, and his poems are dispersed across various sources. Among his notable works are
Ikhtilaj-Nama, Fal-Nama, and Ikhtiyarat-e Qamar. In 2023, Rouhollah Khademi compiled and published a
comprehensive Divan of his and his son's poetry. In this regard, this study critiques Khademi’s edition, focusing on
both its content and structure, given Jajarmi’s important place in 13th-century Persian poetry.

Materials and Methods
The methodology of this study is analytical-critical, based on the comparison of different manuscript
versions, analysis of textual and paratextual evidence, and evaluation of the reliability of sources. The
observed issues in Khademi’s edition are classified into four categories:

1) Incorrect Readings: Words or phrases misinterpreted or misread by the editor,

2) Omissions: Poems by Jajarmi that appear in reliable sources but are missing in Khademi’s Divan,

3) Additions: Poems mistakenly attributed to Jajarmi but actually written by other poets, and

4) General and Methodological Issues: Unnecessary verbosity, reliance on weak or late sources,
irrelevant footnotes, and structural flaws.

Research Findings
Incorrect Readings
Numerous examples of misreadings or typographical errors exist in Khademi’s Divan, distorting the meter and
meaning of the poems. Examples include: “Dowlat” instead of “Dowlatat” (your fortune); “Mostadir” instead of
“Mostanir” (illuminated); “Kase-tan” instead of “Kase tan” (bowl body); “Bi-zahmat” instead of “Bi-rahmat”
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(merciless). In some cases, older manuscripts had the correct readings, but the editor overlooked them.

Omissions

Despite utilizing more than twenty manuscript sources, Khademi’s edition omits some reliable poems
attributed to Jajarmi. For instance, a ghazal beginning with “Ta key koni jowr o jafa bar jan-e ma yani che?”
found in the Munes al-Ahrar manuscript is absent from the Divan. Similarly, a verse with the pen name
“Badr” in the qasida On the Necessity of Pistachios and Almonds is also missing.

Additions
A significant flaw in Khademi’s edition is the attribution of poems by other poets to Jajarmi. This issue
mainly stems from reliance on late sources and the intermingling of poems in some anthologies. Examples
include:

1) Badr al-Din Heravi: Several quatrains attributed to him in Awfi’s Lubab al-Albab,

2) Badr al-Din Damraji: Humorous and satirical poems from manuscript no. 5319 of Malek Library,

3) Kamal al-Din Esmail: More than ten quatrains found in his published Divan,

4) Khwaju Kermani: A ghazal beginning “Ba aqiq-e lab-e ou la’l-e Badakhshan kam gir” recorded in
authentic manuscripts of Khwaju’s Divan,

5) Sharaf al-Din Shafrowa, Emami Heravi, Mojir al-Din Bailaghani: Quatrains found in reliable
copies of their Divans, and

6) A Companion of Etemad al-Saltaneh: A quatrain on the “white grave,” whose background Etemad
al-Saltaneh explains in his own work.

General and Methodological Errors

The preface includes redundant and low-value content from late tazkiras, unnecessarily inflating the book’s
volume. In the textual criticism section, Khademi treats weak, late sources as equal to authentic manuscripts
and includes a long list of textual variants, most of which are not scientifically valuable and only confuse the
reader. In the final annotations, basic words and famous historical figures (e.g., Rostam, Jamshid, Fereydun,
Darius, Nushirvan) are unnecessarily explained, adding no scholarly value.

Discussion and Conclusion
Considering the results of the present study, it can be said that Rouhollah Khademi’s effort to compile and
edit the poems of the relatively unknown poet Badr al-Din Jajarmi is a valuable step toward reviving his
literary heritage. However, major revisions are needed to enhance the quality of the work. A close review
reveals serious weaknesses in textual accuracy, source selection, methodology, and annotations. Overreliance
on late sources, misreadings, incorporation of unrelated poems, and excessive focus on peripheral points have
undermined the scientific reliability of the edition. The following recommendations are offered for
improvement:

a) Focusing on early, reliable manuscripts,

b) Eliminating redundant material from the preface and annotations,

¢) Auvoiding citing insignificant textual variants,

d) Conducting careful re-readings using internal evidence for accurate transcription, and

e) Distinguishing poems by other poets based on stylistic and source-based criteria.

This study provides an opportunity to revise Khademi’s edition for future publications and paves the way
for more rigorous research on Badr al-Din Jajarmi.
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