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Abstract

Examining the strengths and weaknesses of adaptations is crucial for fostering the continued production and
increasing appreciation of literary works, particularly the esteemed texts of classical Persian literature. "The
Last Fiction" is an animated adaptation based on the stories from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, specifically the tale
of Fereydoun and Zahhak. This article aimed to address the central question of how successful or
unsuccessful this adaptation was and what factors influenced its reception. Using an interdisciplinary
approach, the analysis emphasized key indicators for adapting literary works, including narrative structure,
theme, characterization, and other significant elements. From this perspective, it appeared that alterations in
the cause-and-effect dynamics of the main plot, inconsistent development of subplots, and omission of
certain sub-narratives had diminished the narrative appeal of the animated version. Furthermore, the
adaptation treatment of themes, such as oppression, revenge, and love had failed to resonate with audiences
in the same way as the literary original. The differing portrayals of characters, particularly Fereydoun and
Zahhak, along with their lack of epic and mythological qualities, had significantly lessened the empathy and
interest of viewers familiar with the text. Additionally, imitations in design and illustration drawn from non-
Iranian sources coupled with linguistic errors in the dialogues had profoundly impacted the adaptation
acceptance and overall success.
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Introduction

Adapting a literary work into a screenplay is a process whose success is significant from multiple
perspectives. It can serve as a source of admiration and engagement for audiences familiar with the original
text, but it can also lead to dissatisfaction and failure of the adaptation if audience' expectations are not met.
This aspect of audience expectations creates a complex and sensitive challenge for the adaptor. Moreover, the
economic implications of cinema are closely tied to this dynamic; unsuccessful adaptations can pose serious
risks to the future production of adapted cinematic works. Therefore, by considering the various methods of
adapting literary works, it is possible to identify the factors influencing the success or failure of an adaptation.
This can be assessed by examining the extent to which the form and content of the original literary work are
effectively reproduced in the screenplay, alongside indicators, such as story, theme, and characterization. In this
context, the following article sought to address the central question of how successful or unsuccessful the
adaptation of "The Last Fiction" was. This animation is a free interpretation of the story of Fereydoun and
Zahhak from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. By conducting a comparative study, the article explored the reasons
behind the adaptation reception, focusing on the relevant indicators for successful adaptation.
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Materials & Methods

This research aimed to analyze and compare two works concurrently, focusing on both form and content.
Using a descriptive-analytical method combined with an interdisciplinary and pragmatic approach, the study
employed library resources and online platforms to facilitate its analysis. The examination involved a
simultaneous analysis of the structural and content elements of both the literary work and its animated
adaptation. Specifically, the study used the final hundred-minute version of the animation "The Last Fiction™,
which had been screened in cinemas, as the basis for evaluating the visual adaptation. For the story of
Fereydoun and Zahhak, the analysis referenced the revised version of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh by Jalal
Khaleghi Motlag.

Research Findings
The comparative study of the animation and the story of Fereydoun and Zahhak in Shahnameh revealed
several key points:

1. Plot Alterations: Changes in the cause-and-effect dynamics of the main plot, along with the
occasionally inappropriate development of subplots, had significantly diminished the narrative appeal of the
animated version. Notable omissions, such as Frank's early death, the role of the guardian of the plains and
the cow named Barmayeh, the depiction of the snakes appearing on Zahhak's shoulders, and the relocation of
the main crisis point, had weakened the storyline. Additionally, the failure to include Zahhak's brutal killing
in India had further detracted from the narrative.

2. Theme Representation: Modification of the themes, such as oppression, revenge, and love—along
with their deviation from their original functions in the literary text—had not resonated with the audience,
failing to capture their attention effectively.

3. Character Presentation: Depiction of the characters, particularly Fereydoun and Zahhak, lacked the
epic and mythological qualities present in the original text. Instead, they were portrayed as ordinary figures
with limited powers, and in some instances, as victims rather than heroes or anti-heroes. This shift had
significantly reduced the empathy and interest of viewers familiar with the original narrative.

4. Design and lllustration: Reliance on foreign design and illustration styles combined with their
inconsistent integration into an Iranian context, had created confusion for audiences, who were well-versed in
the stories of Shahnameh.

5. Linguistic Errors: Obvious linguistic errors in the dialogue presentation represented critical issues
that contributed to the adaptation rejection and overall failure.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The animation of "The Last Fiction", an adaptation of the stories from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh—specifically
the tale of Fereydoun and Zahhak—represented a significant advancement in technology within Iran's
emerging animation industry. The lengthy production process, spanning approximately 9 years, reflected the
producers' commitment to achieving high visual quality. However, this emphasis on technical aspects—while
commendable—appeared to have overshadowed the necessary focus on the adaptation process itself. As a
result, the final version did not satisfactorily engage audiences familiar with the literary text. This raised the
central question of the research: how successful or unsuccessful was this adaptation and what elements
influenced its reception? The findings suggested that the inability to accurately convey both form and content
coupled with insufficient emphasis on the key features of the story as it transitioned from text to image had
contributed to the adaptation shortcomings. Additionally, the lack of a creative and self-sufficient framework
rooted in Iranian culture and art had further hindered its success.
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