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Abstract

Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir is one of the oldest independent dream books attributed to Imam Fakhr Razi (died
606 AH). This work was edited and published by Iraj Afshar in 1975. The current study aimed to examine
Afshar’s corrected version and compare it to other Arabic and Persian dream interpretations to trace its origins
and derivations. Additionally, the study contrasted Afshar’s version with his original text and the manuscript
Al-Mo'tabar fi Ilm al-Ta'bir, revealing several shortcomings in Afshar’s edition. The analysis suggested the
necessity of using the manuscript of Al-Mo'tabar for a re-editing of this work to address these deficiencies.
Two primary factors contributed to these shortcomings: a) errors made by the editor and b) impairments in the
manuscript itself. The editor's mistakes could be categorized into 6 groups: adding one or more words to the
new version; including incorrect words; unreasonably omitting words present in the original; misinterpreting
concepts from the manuscript; writing incorrect versions without adopting a comparative editing approach;
and, in some cases, typographical errors. The mistakes arising from the manuscript's impairments could be
classified into 4 categories: failure to write more legible forms; incorrect recording of ambiguous terms;
omission of deleted entries; and failure to accurately delineate chapter divisions in the last eight pages of the
manuscript.

Keywords: Imam Fakhr Razi, Dream Interpretation, Al-Tahbir fi 1Im al-Ta'bir, Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir, Al-
Mo'tabar fi llm al-Ta'bir.

Introduction

Following the tradition of dream interpretation literature, Persian scholars began translating these texts into
Persian. These works appeared in various forms, encompassing both poetry and prose. Some interpretations
were independent works fully dedicated to dreams and their meanings, while others consisted of sections within
larger books or encyclopedias. Until recently, it was believed that the most significant independent dream
interpretation texts surviving from the early period up to the 8" century AH included Khabgozari, Kamel al-
Ta'bir, Al-Tahbir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir, and Ta'bir Soltani. However, recent research has uncovered two additional
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works of this genre in Persian prose: Kitab al-Naseri fi Tarjoma Kitab Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir and Al-Mo'tabar
fi llm al-Ta'bir.

Materials & Methods

In addition to comparing Afshar's edited version with his original manuscript, this study utilized the manuscript
of Al-Mo'tabar fi lIm al-Ta'bir to re-edit Al-Tahbir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir. The goal was to rectify the deficiencies
present in Afshar's version. Furthermore, Ta'bir Soltani and Jame' al-Oloum (by Settini) were consulted to
verify the authenticity of attributing Al-Tahbir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir to Imam Fakhr Razi.

Research Findings

Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir was regarded as one of the oldest independent Persian prose works on dream
interpretation. The only surviving manuscript based on its script and paper dated back to the 7™ or 8 century
AH. This manuscript did not explicitly mention the author's name. However, according to Kashf al-Zonoun,
there was a work with the same title attributed to Imam Fakhr Razi (died 606 AH) available at that time. Since
Hajji Khalifa did not discuss the language of the book—whether Persian or Arabic—we could not definitively
attribute this particular manuscript to Imam Fakhr Razi.

Qazi Abargou'i, in Ta'bir Soltani, introduced Al-Tahbir fi IIm al-Ta'bir by stating: “For example, the book
Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir authored by the esteemed scholar and noble figure Muhammad al-Razi, may his soul
be sanctified, noted in its introduction: As most of those who have claimed knowledge in this era and taken
challenge have found it sufficient to preserve its forms and secondary issues and have completely ignored the
principles and sources of issues, this introduction was written to show the reality of the principles and the
subtleties of the secondary issues of this science”. This statement clearly indicated that only a distinguished
scholar would have the authority to criticize others as ignorant, claiming they preserved only superficial aspects
while neglecting fundamental principles. Furthermore, it became evident that the introduction to this work
addressed the nuances of the principles and secondary issues of dream interpretation—a topic often overlooked
in earlier texts. These points supported the hypothesis that Imam Fakhr Razi was the author of this work and
affirmed Qazi Abargou'i's quotation from the introductory section of Al-Tahbir fi IIm al-Ta'bir in Persian.
Although this particular section of the introduction was missing from the surviving pages of Al-Tahbir fi IIm
al-Ta'bir, other sections highlighted Fakhr Razi’s focus on the subtleties of dream interpretation principles—
nuances that were rarely found in earlier dream interpretation literature.

Another piece of evidence supporting the attribution of this work to Imam Fakhr Razi was the consistency
in classification found in the first section of Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir and the 25% chapter of Jame' al-Oloum
(by Settini) on dream interpretation. Furthermore, the content similarities between Al-Tahbir fi [Im al-Ta'bir
and Jame' al-Oloum suggested that a single author wrote this chapter of Jame' al-Oloum in a concise manner,
while Al-Tahbir fi lIm al-Ta'bir elaborated on the same topics in greater detail.

Discussion of the Results & Conclusion

Al-Tahbir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir is one of the oldest independent Persian dream interpretation texts attributed to Imam
Fakhr Razi (died 606 AH). Edited and published by Iraj Afshar in 1975, this study confirmed that Imam Fakhr
Razi could definitively be identified as the author of Al-Tahbir fi IIm al-Ta'bir. Several factors supported this
attribution: the mention of Al-Tahbir fi IIm al-Ta'bir in Kashf al-Zonoun, references to parts of its introduction
in Ta'bir Soltani, the consistency of classification between Al-Tahbir fi IIm al-Ta'bir and Jame' al-Oloum (by
Settini), and the content similarities between sections of the two texts. This study also revealed several
shortcomings in Afshar's version, including the addition of unnecessary words not present in the original
manuscript, inclusion of incorrect terms, unreasonable deletion of existing words from the original,
misinterpretation of certain manuscript forms, recording of incorrect versions without applying comparative
corrections, and, in some instances, typographical errors. Furthermore, the shortcomings stemming from the
manuscript itself included the omission of relatively illegible versions, incorrect recording of ambiguous issues,
failure to acknowledge deleted entries, and the inability to correctly delineate chapters in the final eight pages.
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