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Climate literature includes works that reflect the culture, beliefs, and customs of a specific ecosystem. This
study examined Farhad Hassanzadeh’s (Abadan, 1962) resistance stories, Mashu in the Fog (Mashu Dar
Meh), Moonlight Guest (Mehman-e Mahtab), Backyard (Hayat Khalvat), and Hasti, which were published
between 1994 and 2010 for adolescents and received numerous literary awards, from the perspective of
climate literature components resulting from spatial attachment and identity. This study employed a
descriptive-analytical approach grounded in textual analysis to address the following questions: Which
factors underlie the frequent recurrence of diverse climatic elements of Khuzestan in Hassanzadeh’s selected
stories? In what ways do these climactic features affect the text, atmosphere, visualization of events,
audience engagement, and the appeal of Hassanzadeh’s stories? The findings indicated that the abundant
and multifaceted presence of climatic components in these stories originates from Hassanzadeh’s spatial
identity and attachment to his homeland. Influenced by his attachment to Khuzestan as an integral part of
his identity, and utilizing all types of spatial identity in his stories, the author conveys the shared experience
of resilience and resistance in the context of the imposed war of Iraq against Iran, common to both the
Khuzestan ecosystem and its inhabitants. The integration of the climatic components of the Khuzestan
ecosystem into plot construction, narrative titles, character development, and story setting, along with lexical
structures, similes, and linguistic metaphors, greatly enhances the strength and appeal of Hassanzadeh’s
stories. Hassanzadeh’s eco-centric perspective, coupled with his profound awareness of the elements of his
native ecosystems and their representation at both the deep structure and surface structure of his stories,
forges a strong connection between story events and the teenage audience. This connection is reinforced
through atmospheric depictions of both the constructed war ecosystem, comprising military instruments and
settings, and the natural and social ecosystems of Khuzestan, where the events took place. The result is
tangible, compelling, and credible stories for the teenage audience, enabling them to deeply sense and
comprehend the concept of resistance in the face of internal and external oppression.
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1- Introduction

Climate literature emerges from specific climatic and geographical conditions and manifests the
geographical, cultural, social, and economic characteristics of a given region in such a way that
these features distinguish that region from others.

Farhad Hassanzadeh is one of the writers who has effectively reflected the ecosystems and climate
of southern Iran in his fiction, allowing the audience to accurately visualize the natural, artificial,
and social aspects of that climate through his stories. The authors selected the stories Mashu in the
Fog, Hasti, Backyard, and Moonlight Guest from among Hassanzadeh’s works for an examination
of climatic elements to determine how much Hassanzadeh’s climate-oriented approach has
contributed to the success of his resistance stories, as all of Hassanzadeh’s adolescent stories are
set in the Khuzestan region and address opposition to internal and external enemies, and hence
belong to resistance literature. Accordingly, by studying the Khuzestan climate across the periods
before and after the Islamic Revolution, during the Iran-Iraq war, and in the postwar era, and by
asking why features of Khuzestan’s climate are used so frequently in Hassanzadeh’s stories, in
what respects these components have influenced those stories, and which environmental aspects
are most prominently reflected, the authors infer that Hassanzadeh, based on spatial identity and
place attachment to his native ecosystem, which is also a battleground of the imposed war, has
shaped the stories’ settings, characters, imaginative figures, lexicon appropriate to that climate, and
related concepts as the main axis of the examined narratives. The themes, motifs, and structure of
the stories richly depict climatic elements of southern Iran, especially the Abadan area, and thereby
demonstrate the reciprocal influence of place and the author’s spatial identity on the effectiveness
and credibility of the narratives.

Given that Hassanzadeh’s stories recount the bravery and resistance of adolescents on the internal
and external battlefronts during the years of the Revolution and the War, the primary objective of
this study was to identify and analyze the climatic elements that influence plot construction,
character formation, story setting, and the author’s place attachment, which gives rise to different
kinds of spatial identity and sense of place in the narrative, and to show how the region’s
geographic climate shapes the imagery appropriate to the environment, advances the narrative, and
manifests the author’s attachment to the location.

2- Method

This study employed a descriptive-analytical method to analyze four of Farhad Hassanzadeh’s
narrative works, each of which has received multiple literary awards and been reprinted in large
editions. The study identified and elucidated the climatic elements present in these works.

3- Discussion

The adolescent stories examined in this study were set in the Khuzestan climate, specifically in
Abadan, and concern events from the historical periods of the Revolution and the Iran-Iraq War.
Considering the influence of natural and built environmental elements on the resilience and
resistance of adolescent characters, attention to environmental features and the climatic culture of
an ecosystem becomes even more important in periods when a nation faces identity-related
challenges and threats. Therefore, the author represents and concretizes wartime events and the
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stance against the enemy together with environmental features, climatic characteristics, language,
and customs of the Khuzestan region as inseparable elements that strengthen attachment to the
homeland and national identity, both prerequisites of resistance literature. Thus, the role of climatic
orientation in these works of resistance literature was evaluated. With a focus on spatial identity
and its varieties, the analysis centered on story settings, environmental elements, language, and
imaginative figures formed through climatic components.

4- Conclusion

The examination of Hassanzadeh’s resistance stories, Mashu in the Fog, Moonlight Guest,
Backyard, and Hasti yielded the following results:

Hassanzadeh successfully forges a strong link between story setting and nature, and by
emphasizing climate, geography, and nature, he achieves the greatest consonance with the
prevailing culture of the community. A study of his stories with attention to spatial identity shows
that he employs various kinds of spatial identities. Among these, internal-behavioral,
external-subordinate, and empathic-internal spatial identities occur most frequently, while
goal-oriented external spatial identity is the least frequent. Likewise, multiple levels of sense of
place—belonging, attachment, alignment, presence in place, and even sacrifice for place—are
abundantly represented in these stories. The abundance and diversity of indigenous, natural,
cultural, social, and built features in his narratives not only depict the characteristics of southern
Iran but also reflect the strong influence of war on place and, conversely, the influence of
environmental features on the conduct of war; together they evoke the atmosphere of resistance
and resilience of the Khuzestan ecosystem and its inhabitants.

Throughout the narratives, titles are well harmonized with the text. The story texts are formed
against a backdrop of various natural, social, political, and economic factors related to the region’s
ecosystem.

Animistic personifications and ontological metaphors, rooted in Hassanzadeh’s spatial identity and
place attachment to the Khuzestan ecosystem, its culture, and its customs, are highly effective in
the stories’ atmospheric construction and in visualizing war events; they convey the author’s
emotions, foster readers’ identification with the characters, and enable a tangible understanding of
the climate’s and inhabitants’ resistance and resilience against enemies.

The use of lexical items specific to the natural environment serves to foreground the story settings.
Hassanzadeh’s language in his teenage fiction is generally simple and fluent; the use of local words
and expressions is limited and sparse, relying more on vowel modifications and a southern dialectal
accent.
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