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Arab poets, including those from Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon, and Yemen, have composed
numerous odes commemorating the Arbaeen observance and its pilgrimage walk. Each of
these poets has adopted a distinctive style and approach worthy of scholarly attention,
consonant with the particular circumstances and atmosphere of their respective regions. In
light of this observation, the Arbacen poetry of these poets may be classified into three
categories: poems that are purely narrative, recounting the events of Karbala and their
aftermath; poems that are elegiac in nature, composed for mourning and in praise and
veneration of the Holy Prophet’s Household of Infallibility and Purity, while also
describing the spiritual states of Arbaeen pilgrims; and finally, poems that not only recount
the contemporary Arbaeen visitation but are also epic in character, depicting resistance,
thereby positioning themselves within the genre of resistance literature. Given the
significance of imagery in these compositions, particularly the manner in which resistance
is depicted, the present study examined these poems from the perspective of visualization
and imagery, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate the cultural
and social realities of the linguistic community producing this poetry. This is because,
according to semioticians, imagery plays a crucial role in the process of signification.
Consequently, a semio-semantic analysis of these poems elucidates the meaning-
generating structures within the discourse of these poets for their audiences. The research
findings demonstrated that these compositions reflect the ideology and worldview of Arab
poets across different territories, and examination of this poetry revealed that the depiction
of resistance in the works of the Yemeni poet is markedly more powerful than that of poets
from other countries.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important tools for preserving the legacy of Imam Hussain’s school of thought,
conveying the message of Ashura, showcasing the magnificent epic of the Arbaeen pilgrimage,
and expanding its reach on a global scale is the use of art and literature, as these tools enhance the
positive social effects and highlight the cultural achievements of this phenomenon worldwide.
Among different artistic forms, poetry, by virtue of its emotional and imaginative dimensions, can
reflect the epic journey of the Arbaeen pilgrims more effectively than any other medium, moving
and inspiring audiences. In recent years, numerous works have been created in this field,
demonstrating that the Arbaeen pilgrimage walk has the potential to develop into a literary
movement, particularly among Iraqi poets, who are the main inheritors of this epic. Considering
the global resonance of the Arbaeen pilgrimage walk, poets from different countries have also
composed various poems on this subject. One of the prominent themes they focus on is resistance
and perseverance, since the discourse of Ashura and the philosophy of Imam Hussain’s uprising
are closely aligned and interconnected with the literature of resistance. Therefore, Arbaeen
literature can serve as a platform for producing and depicting content related to resistance and
steadfastness. This very point prompted the present researchers to examine and analyze, using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the different forms of resistance imagery in Arbaeen poetry
through a semio-semantic approach, to uncover and reveal to the audience the mechanisms by
which meaning is constructed in this poetic discourse. Semio-semantics is an innovative method
that seeks to understand how meaning is generated from within texts and discourses. The central
research question is: Through which poetic structures is meaning produced, and how does it
connect with the lived experiences of the poet? Our hypothesis is that one of the main structures of
meaning production is imagery and visualization, which not only supports the concept of resistance
and seeks to familiarize readers with the perspective of poets, particularly Yemeni poets who have
depicted resistance, but also contributes to the tradition of elegy composition through the use of
metaphorical and figurative imagery. In fact, imagery serves as the primary structure of meaning
production in these poems, while other structures derive their significance in relation to it. Another
structural dimension is the narrative of Arbaeen itself, which is already familiar to all and therefore
does not require further analysis.

2. Method

Semio-semantics is one of the methods that became prevalent in Europe from the 1960s, inspired
by Saussurean linguistics and Russian formalist thought. Algirdas Julien Greimas, the founder of
the Paris School in France, published his first book entitled Structural Semantics in 1966. This
book marked the beginning of an approach that sought meaning within structures, both at the micro
and macro levels. Theorists asserted that semio-semantics is the science devoted to the study of
meaning-generating structures, which are evidently multiple within discourse: narrative structure
or narrativity, emotional and affective structure, cognitive structure, perceptual structures and
discourse-related imagery, enunciation, and so forth. Considering the corpus under study, in which
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imagery and perceptual structure are more dominant and meaning is grounded upon them, we shall
also focus on imagery, while leaving aside the other dimensions. Imagery or the visual dimension
of discourse corresponds to the term “figurativity” in semio-semantics, a concept borrowed from
aesthetic theories. This notion places figurative art in contrast to non-figurative or abstract art. With
this term, the meaning of representation and resemblance is conveyed, allowing the audience to
understand the meaning more fully through concrete representation rather than abstraction. Thus,
imagery and figuration have entered semantic theory profoundly and extensively, analyzing and
reflecting the social and cultural realities of a given linguistic community.

3. Discussion
3. 1. Imagery of Resistance in Arbaeen Poetry

In the selected poems about the narrative of Arbaeen and its pilgrimage walk, the expression of
resistance has been depicted through multiple forms, immersing the reader in a vast space that
transcends the earthly realm and connects to the heavens, a bond that is never severed. This spatial
expansiveness itself conveys a sense of freedom and liberation from all worldly constraints, as well
as the refusal to submit to the domination of tyrannical rulers. In other words, while reading these
poems, the audience never feels confined in a narrow, suffocating, or closed space, even when the
verses describe the shrines and resting places of the Imams. Moreover, the theme of motion and
dynamism within the poems harmonizes fully with the movement of pilgrims who journey on foot
toward the land of Karbala. Within these poems lie words and structures that embody images of
resistance, non-submission, and steadfastness against opposing views and oppressive rulers, a
continuation of the path and legacy of Imam Hussain (peace be upon him).

3-2. Expressing Resistance through Corporeal Propositions and Cognitive Propositions

If we pay closer attention to the propositions used in the poets’ works, we realize that from a
subject-oriented semio-semantic perspective, there are two types of propositions: corporeal
propositions and cognitive propositions. In cognitive propositions, the poets describe either the
event of Karbala and then the return of the captives on the day of Arbaeen, or the pilgrimage of the
visitors and the epic of the Arbaeen walk, narrated as though by a speaker having full mastery over
the entire subject matter and possessing sufficient knowledge thereof. In contrast, corporeal and
sensory propositions focus on describing the behaviors and reactions that pilgrims display or are
expected to display. These reactions stem from their sense of grief and sorrow over the events of
Karbala and from their anger at the tyranny and injustice of the rulers of the time.
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4. Conclusion

As is well-known, the Arbaeen pilgrimage walk, as a social praxis, has had a wide resonance in
world literature, especially in poetry, and among Arab poets. Iraqi poets have composed the
greatest number of poems on this subject, since Iraq is considered the primary homeland of this
epic. Each poet, in depicting this magnificent movement, follows their own particular discourse.
Through a semio-semantic approach, this study attempted to demonstrate the figurative or visual
dimension of the poems and to analyze the different types of propositions they contain. From the
perspective of linguistic phenomenology, whatever is expressed in a discourse is the result of the
lived experience of the enunciator and their perception of the surrounding world. Examination of
the poems of selected poets revealed that the Yemeni poet has focused most extensively on the
contemporary narrative of the Arbaeen pilgrimage and the epic of the walk, portraying resistance
and perseverance inspired by the epic of Ashura. The Egyptian poet, however, has been
fundamentally elegiac in nature, recounting Arbaeen with sorrow and grief. Meanwhile, Iraqi and
Bahraini poets have taken an intermediate path, paying greater attention to the walk itself and
narratives of the event of Ashura and the return of the captives to Karbala on the day of Arbaeen,
while also composing elegies in which images of resistance appear occasionally throughout their
poetry. This is, in a sense, a reflection of the ideology and thought of each poet, which is directly
and closely connected to the geographical environment and intellectual atmosphere of that region,
the demonstration of which requires another analysis from the perspective of thematic and
geographical criticism. From the perspective of subject-oriented semio-semantics and linguistic
phenomenology, two types of propositions may exist in discourse: corporeal propositions and
cognitive propositions. In the corpus under this study, both types of propositions were analyzed.
Ultimately, it was concluded that in the selected poems of Iraqi and Bahraini poets, cognitive
propositions dominate, focusing on the narration of events. In contrast, in the works of Yemeni and
Egyptian poets, corporeal propositions are more frequent; resistance is conveyed through the body,
and sorrow and grief shape the imagery. Thus, the lived experiences of the actors and the enunciator
become more comprehensible. In conclusion, it must be stated that this annual ritual reflects the
faith and conviction of its actors. From a semio-semantic perspective, repetition itself reinforces
belief, and the reinforcement of belief leads to a deepening of meaning.
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