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Abstract

Mysticism officially entered Persian poetry in the era of Sanai Ghaznavi (d. circa 1150 AD) and became one of
its dominant themes. Subsequently, poets influenced by and imitating Sanai introduced mystical themes into
their work. Azerbaijani-style poets such as Nizami Ganjavi and Khagani Shervani were among the first to turn to
Sufi poetry under Sanai's influence. Nizami composed Makhzan al-Asrar (The Treasury of Mysteries) in
imitation of Sanai, and Khagani considered himself Sanai's rightful successor. Another Azerbaijani-style poet,
Mujir al-Din Baylagani, also followed in the footsteps of his peers, particularly his master, Khagani Shervani.
Sufi principles are widely reflected in his poetry, with a pronounced tendency toward concepts such as ‘alam-e
ma'na (the world of meaning), zuhd (asceticism), riyazat (spiritual discipline), 'uzlat (seclusion), the purification
of the heart, poverty, contentment, and the abandonment of ego and greed. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method to examine and critically analyze the manifestations of Sufi culture in Mujir's poetry. The
results indicate a significant presence of Sufi intellectual principles in his work and suggest that his Sufism is of
a primitive, ascetic type. Like the Sufism of other Azerbaijani poets, his poetry exhibits a strong inclination
toward asceticism (zuhd), with an emphasis on riyazat and 'uzlat as key characteristics.

Keywords: Sufism, Poetry, Mujir al-Din Baylagani.

Introduction

Sufism emerged as a social phenomenon during the fourth and fifth centuries AH (tenth/eleventh centuries AD).
It was during this period that mysticism, having entered Persian poetry formally with Sanai Ghaznavi, influenced
Persian literature. Poets of this era turned to mysticism, propagating Sufi ideas. Some, even without direct
connection to mystic circles, incorporated mystical concepts into their poetry for thematic development. Their
approaches varied: some dedicated their poetry entirely to expressing Sufi concepts, creating purely mystical
works, while others interwove mystical terms with other themes. Their motivations also differed; some adopted
the style due to its popularity, while others were driven by a genuine interest in and belief in Sufism.
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The early appearance of Sufism in poetry reflects what can be termed "primitive" or ascetic Sufism. The
emphasis in this period was on practical aspects such as asceticism, austerity, seclusion, solitude, and meditation.
This form of Sufism is abundantly present in the works of Azerbaijani-style poets. Prominent figures like Nizami
Ganjavi and Khagani Shervani infused their poetry with a Sufi dimension. In Makhzan al-Asrar, Nizami openly
expresses inclinations toward an ascetically-toned Sufism, discoursing on its views and intellectual foundations
throughout the work. Similarly, in the poetry of Nizami, Khagani, and Mujir Baylagani, the emphasis lies more
on the practical aspects of mysticism, such as worship, asceticism, and seclusion.

The substantial presence of Sufi thought in the works of these poets suggests they were influenced by the
growth and spread of mysticism in their society. However, they cannot be considered mystics in the fullest sense;
even Nizami, who portrays himself as more inclined toward asceticism than full-fledged Sufism, referred to
himself as an ascetic rather than a Sufi.

Review of Literature

The tendency toward ascetic Sufism is also evident in the poetry of Mujir Baylagani, who was educated in the
school of Khagani. Like his predecessors, Mujir cannot be classified as a Sufi poet in the strictest sense.
However, in accordance with the development of Sufism in his time, he became familiar with this worldview,
developed an affinity for it, and adorned his poems with Sufic concepts. His Sufism, like that of Nizami and
Khaqgani, is fundamentally ascetic. In his poetry, among various Sufi principles, he most frequently
emphasizes zuhd (asceticism), riyazat (austerity), 'uzlat (seclusion), jihad al-nafs (struggle against the ego),
poverty, contentment, and the renunciation of greed. The prominence of these themes demonstrates the ascetic
nature of his mystical inclination.

In this regard, the present study, by examining the intellectual foundations of Sufism in Mujir Baylagani's
poetry, attempts to identify the nature of his Sufi tendency and explore the dominant themes therein. Its purpose
is to analyze the manifestations of Sufic principles in his work, to reveal the specific character of his Sufism—
particularly his ascetic orientation—and to clarify the direction of his mystical poetry. The significance of this
research lies in its focus on one of the dominant yet previously unstudied thematic and intellectual features of
Mujir's poetry: his ascetic Sufi thought.

Methodology
The present research is qualitative in nature, employing a descriptive-analytical method.

Results

A survey of Mujir Baylagani's poetry reveals that he, like other Azerbaijani poets—particularly Nizami Ganjavi
and Khagani Shervani—had mystical tendencies and incorporated Sufi principles into his work. Similar to
Khagani and Nizami, Mujir was not attached to a specific pir (spiritual guide) or khanagah (Sufi lodge), nor did
he receive formal mystical training as some mystic poets of his time and later periods did. An examination of
his divan shows that he did not create poetry solely based on mystical culture, nor did he use mysticism merely
as a thematic device; rather, he included mystical themes out of a genuine sense of belonging and belief.

Within this framework, an ascetic mood dominates his Sufism. Alongside his contemporaries, he made
asceticism, spiritual discipline (riyazaf), and other foundational Sufi concepts of his era central themes in his
poetry. Key principles such as "passing from the external world" and the "tendency toward the world of
meaning" (‘alam-e ma'na) are evident. In Mujir's poetry, this inclination to transcend the material world is most
clearly manifested in his advocacy of zuhd (asceticism) and the renunciation of worldliness.

His emphasis on zuhd and riyazat constitutes another aspect of his ascetic Sufism, as does the prominent theme
of reclusiveness (‘uzlat). The cultivation and purification of the heart is another significant manifestation.
Furthermore, the abandonment of desires, the choice of poverty, contentment, and the avoidance of greed are all
reflected in his work, indicating that these were not merely poetic motifs but principles he valued in practical life.
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