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Abstract

This article offers a comprehensive reassessment of the historical, intellectual, and textual position of Shams al-
Din Muhammad Hasan Savaji, a Sufi figure of post-Mongol Iran whose role has remained largely obscured in
both classical narratives and modern scholarship. While Savaji has traditionally been treated as a marginal or
incidental actor, this study argues that such an assessment results from methodological limitations rather than
from the actual scope of his influence. By integrating historical testimonies with codicological evidence, the
article demonstrates that Savaji functioned as a crucial intermediary in the transmission, reshaping, and reception
of Sufi exegetical literature, particularly the Qur’anic commentary Bagr al-Haqad’iq wa’l-Ma ‘ani. The study
further contends that the authority of Sufi texts in the late medieval Iranian world cannot be understood solely
through nominal authorship, but must be examined through practices of abridgment, editorial intervention, and
manuscript circulation. In this context, Savaji’s contribution emerges not as derivative or secondary, but as
constitutive of the form in which a major exegetical work was transmitted and canonized. The article thus
challenges prevailing assumptions regarding marginality, authorship, and intellectual hierarchy in the study of
Iranian Sufism and proposes a more inclusive framework for understanding Sufi textual history.
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Introduction

The post-Mongol period in Iranian history represents a complex phase marked by political fragmentation,
demographic displacement, and the reconfiguration of intellectual and religious institutions. Within this context,
Sufism emerged not only as a spiritual path but also as a stabilizing intellectual and social force, preserving
forms of knowledge that might otherwise have been lost amid upheaval. Yet modern scholarship has often
narrated this period through a restricted set of prominent figures, thereby overlooking the intermediary actors
who played decisive roles in sustaining Sufi networks and transmitting textual traditions.

Shams al-Din Muhammad Hasan Savaji exemplifies this category of overlooked figures. Although his name
appears intermittently in historical chronicles, Sufi hagiographies, and manuscript annotations, these references
have rarely been subjected to systematic analysis. As a result, Savaji has often been portrayed as a peripheral
ascetic, lacking independent intellectual authority. This article challenges that portrayal by arguing that the
apparent marginality of Savaji is a historiographical construct rather than a historical reality. The central premise
of this study is that a fuller understanding of Savaji’s role requires moving beyond biographical minimalism and
toward an integrated analysis of historical networks and textual practices. Rather than seeking explicit authorial
claims or extensive independent writings, the article focuses on how Savaji operated within established Sufi
circles and how his editorial activity shaped the reception of a major exegetical work. This approach allows for a
reassessment of Sufi authority as a collective and processual phenomenon rather than an exclusively individual
achievement.

By situating Savaji within the broader intellectual geography of Iran and Khiizistan, the article also
contributes to a more nuanced understanding of regional Sufi centers during the late medieval period. In doing
so, it highlights the continuity of Sufi institutions and exegetical traditions at a time often characterized as
culturally disrupted. The reassessment of Savaji thus serves as a case study for reconsidering the mechanisms
through which Sufi knowledge was preserved, adapted, and transmitted across generations.

Review of Literature

Classical Islamic sources provide scattered yet valuable references to Shams al-Din Savaji, but these have
seldom been synthesized into a coherent historical portrait. Works such as Tajarib al-Salaf, Chihil Majlis, Tarikh
al-Islam, and Nafahat al-Uns mention Savaji in passing, often in relation to more prominent figures. These
references typically emphasize his piety, ascetic discipline, or personal connections, without elaborating on his
intellectual contributions. Consequently, later historians inherited a fragmented image that reinforced perceptions
of marginality.

Modern scholarship has largely perpetuated this pattern. Studies of Najm al-Din Razi and his exegetical
legacy have tended to treat Bahr al-Haga'iq wa’l-Ma ‘ant as a closed authorial work, focusing on its doctrinal
content while neglecting its manuscript history. In this framework, later figures associated with the text—
including Savaji—have been relegated to the status of transmitters or scribes rather than intellectual agents. Even
when abridgments or continuations of the work are acknowledged, their authorship and impact are rarely
examined in detail.

Furthermore, research on Sufi networks in post-Mongol Iran has prioritized institutional founders and
charismatic saints, often overlooking figures who functioned primarily as mediators between generations. This
bias reflects a broader tendency in intellectual history to privilege originality over transmission, despite the fact
that much of medieval Islamic scholarship operated through processes of compilation, commentary, and editorial
refinement.

The present study departs from these approaches by treating manuscript evidence as a primary source for
intellectual history rather than as a supplementary tool. By reassessing marginal notes, catalog attributions, and
patterns of textual circulation, the article reveals a level of Savaji’s involvement that has not been adequately
recognized. In doing so, it addresses a significant lacuna in the scholarship and reorients the discussion toward
the dynamics of Sufi textual authority.

Methodology

This study employs a multidisciplinary methodology that integrates historical analysis with codicological
investigation. The historical component involves a comparative reading of narrative sources and hagiographical
accounts, with particular attention to points of convergence that indicate recognized spiritual authority. Rather
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than privileging isolated testimonies, the study evaluates the cumulative weight of multiple sources in
reconstructing Savaji’s position within Sufi networks.

The codicological analysis focuses on manuscript witnesses of Bakr al-Haqa’ig wa’l-Ma ‘ani, examining
marginal annotations, scribal comments, and catalog descriptions to identify patterns of attribution and editorial
intervention. Particular emphasis is placed on manuscripts that explicitly associate Savaji with the abridgment
and continuation of the commentary. This evidence is analyzed within the broader context of medieval Islamic
manuscript culture, in which abridgment and redaction constituted recognized forms of scholarly activity.

By combining these methods, the study moves beyond purely biographical reconstruction and instead situates
Savaji within the material practices of textual transmission. This approach allows for a more precise
understanding of his intellectual agency and avoids anachronistic assumptions about authorship.

Results

The findings of this study demonstrate that Shams al-Din Savaji occupied a far more substantial position in
Iranian Sufism than previously acknowledged. Historical testimonies consistently depict him as a respected Sufi
master embedded within prominent spiritual networks, rather than as an isolated or marginal ascetic. These
networks extended across multiple regions, indicating a degree of mobility and influence incompatible with
traditional portrayals of obscurity.

More significantly, codicological evidence strongly supports the conclusion that Savaji played a decisive role
in the abridgment and editorial shaping of Bakr al-Haqa'ig wa’l-Ma ‘ani. The widespread circulation of this
abridged version suggests that Savaji’s intervention was not merely ancillary, but instrumental in determining
how the text was read, transmitted, and later utilized by subsequent commentators. This finding challenges the
assumption that Najm al-Din Razi alone should be credited for the form in which the commentary achieved
canonical status.

The study thus highlights the importance of intermediary figures in the preservation and transformation of
Sufi knowledge. By foregrounding practices of abridgment and transmission, it calls for a reevaluation of
intellectual hierarchy in medieval Islamic scholarship. More broadly, the reassessment of Savaji underscores the
methodological necessity of integrating manuscript evidence into historical analysis. Such an approach not only
restores overlooked figures to their rightful place but also enriches our understanding of how Sufi intellectual
traditions were collectively produced and sustained.
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