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Abstract

The remarkable advancement of artificial intelligence in the field of natural language processing has opened up
new possibilities for engaging with mystical texts. This comes despite the long-standing assertion by mystics
throughout the history of mysticism that mystical insight and unveiling are exclusive to those who are divinely
favored, and that such experiences employ a unique language beyond the comprehension of outsiders. Recently,
artificial intelligence, devoid of emotion and self-awareness, has challenged this claim. In this study, using a
descriptive-experimental method, we assess Al’s ability to simulate mystical experiences. After reviewing the
views of mystics and scholars on mystical experience and artificial intelligence, two mystical texts, one in prose
by Bayazid Bastami and one in verse by Rumi, were presented to the ChatGPT language model to examine how
they could be reinterpreted. The results show that Al is capable of identifying and reproducing the symbols,
metaphors, tone, and linguistic structure of mystical texts, offering a narrative that closely mirrors the
atmosphere of mystical experience. However, the absence of intuition and inner experience limits this simulation
to the linguistic level. This study suggests that while Al does not internally comprehend mystical experience, it
can be useful in literary representation and serve as a bridge between mystical traditions and modern tools,
becoming a powerful means for analysis, representation, and introducing contemporary audiences to mystical
traditions.
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Introduction
Artificial Intelligence (Al) aims to build systems capable of human-like reasoning, perception, and creativity.
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With rapid progress in computational linguistics and machine learning, Al has begun to engage with literary,
philosophical, and even mystical materials. This research asks whether Al can replicate the structure and
language of mystical experience, a domain traditionally reserved for the divine and ineffable. Specifically, the
study examines how Al reinterprets and reconstructs mystical expressions drawn from Persian Sufi literature,
exploring the boundary between linguistic imitation and authentic spiritual experience.

Review of Literature

Numerous mystical scholars—from Ibn Arabi and Ayn al-Qudat Hamadhani to Rumi and Suhrawardi—have
emphasized that mystical experience transcends language and cannot be rationally conveyed. Their insights
highlight the ineffable and transformative nature of mystical consciousness.

In Western philosophy, thinkers such as William James (1902/2021) defined mystical experience through
four characteristics: ineffability, noetic quality, transience, and passivity. Bergson, Stace, and Russell similarly
viewed mystical awareness as intuitive and non-rational. From a philosophical standpoint, Searle (1994/2015)
and Chalmers (1996/2024) argued that computational processes lack phenomenal consciousness, distinguishing
syntactic manipulation from genuine understanding. Recent empirical research (e.g., Mirdar Rezaei & Eslami,
2025) tested ChatGPT’s ability to interpret mystical silence and found it capable of symbolic recognition but
devoid of experiential comprehension. These perspectives collectively suggest that Al can linguistically simulate
mystical expression but cannot attain the inner transformation central to mystical experience.

Methodology
This study adopted a descriptive—experimental design. Two classical mystical texts were presented to ChatGPT:

1. A prose narrative from Bayazid Bastami (in Tazkirat al-Awliya by Attar),

2. A ghazal by Rumi (from Divan-e Shams).

The Al model was instructed to recreate each experience in both prose and poetic form, followed by
explanations of how it interpreted key mystical symbols. The responses were analyzed qualitatively with
attention to:

e Linguistic structure and coherence,

Use of symbolic imagery (e.qg., fire, broom, sword, light),
Alignment with mystical concepts such as fana’ (annihilation), baga’ (subsistence), and tawhid (unity),
Fidelity to the emotional and spiritual tone of the source texts.

Results

ChatGPT effectively reproduced the form and tone of mystical language by recognizing symbolic associations
such as fire (divine love), broom (purification of self), and sword (truth cutting through illusion). In the case of
Bastami, Al demonstrated awareness of themes like humility and divine absorption but misunderstood the
critical nuance regarding the superficiality of ritual worship.

For Rumi’s ghazal, thelinodel generated eloquent prose and verse versions, successfully imitating mystical
imagery but following a rational narrative sequence rather than an ecstatic or visionary rhythm. These results
confirm that Al engages in linguistic simulation rather than phenomenological participation—it constructs
coherent symbolic texts without consciousness or intuition. Nevertheless, Al offers significant potential for the
digital analysis of mystical language, metaphor clustering, and cross-cultural comparison of spiritual texts.

Artificial Intelligence, in its linguistic recreation of mystical experience, immediately recognized the
similarities between the two mystical texts. It was then able to harmonize with the vocabulary, rhythm, literary
devices, and mystical tone of Rumi and Bayazid, identifying and reproducing distinct mystical structures such as
paradox (e.g., prostration without a worshipper), symbolic references (e.g., broom, beloved, Dhu’l-Fiqar, fire,
placelessness, etc.), and the unique stylistic features of Sufi expression. It also succeeded in reconstructing the
atmosphere of mystical experience, reflecting inner states such as bewilderment (hayrah), annihilation (fana’),
humility, and ecstasy in both prose and poetic form, producing narratives consistent with the spirit of mystical
experience.

However, in interpreting Bayazid Bastami’s experience, the Al made a significant error. In the statement
“From prayer I saw nothing but the standing of the body, and from fasting nothing but the hunger of the
stomach,” it failed to grasp the correct meaning—namely, the worthlessness of outward rituals before the
Divine. Instead, it misunderstood the phrase as denoting self-obliteration and complete immersion in divine
ecstasy and longing, and based on this misinterpretation, it reconstructed the related passages accordingly.

Al faces several limitations in the recreation of mystical experience:

(a) Lack of genuine intuition: Al does not perceive mystical experience; it merely models it linguistically.
For instance, it does not understand what “prostration without a worshipper” truly means, but it knows that such
paradoxes hold special significance in mystical discourse. It does not taste intoxication or ecstasy, but it
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recognizes the linguistic patterns typically used to express them in mystical texts.

(b) Dependence on prior data: The model generates its recreations based on the data provided to it.
Therefore, if the experience is entirely novel and personal, it may render it in formulaic form and fail to
differentiate its unique components.

(c) Inability to undergo inner transformation: Although Al can produce a text resembling a mystical
experience, it cannot itself become the medium of that inner transformation. What the mystic tastes of the fire of
divine love or the delight of divine beauty is inward and experiential, whereas Al models are devoid of such
interiority.

Despite these limitations, some scholars—such as Chalmers—have proposed hypotheses suggesting that in
the future, it may become possible to create artificial consciousness. In that case, “experience” might not merely
be simulated but could genuinely emerge within the machine. At present, however, the linguistic recreative
capacity of Artificial Intelligence can be utilized to deepen our understanding of mystical texts and to enhance
the reader’s engagement with this symbolic and enigmatic realm. Yet, due to the AI’s imitative and unreflective
grasp of spirituality, it cannot be fully relied upon; as demonstrated, its interpretations are not free from error.
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2, John McCarthy

3. Natural Language Processing
4, Transformer

5, Artificial General Intelligence
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I, Artificial Intelligence
2. Generative Pre-trained Transformer
3. Language Model for Dialogue Applications
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