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Abstract

Tensional semiotics emerges from a paradigmatic shift from discrete oppositions to tensional differences.
Approaching literary discourse through this lens opens a new horizon for understanding the process of meaning
production. This model represents the structure and tension dynamics of discourse, founded on the interplay of
compressive and expansive forces. The concept of faith in Mawlavi’s Masnavi is one of the most intricate topics,
creating a tense and fluid state for discourse — what we call the “tense-event.” Using a tensional semiotic
approach, this study analyzes the discursive processes of faith in two stories from the Masnavi’s first book. The
aim is to examine how the fluid meaning of faith takes shape within the context of tense discourses and through
the interaction of linguistic, emotional, and cognitive structures — and how this interaction influences the
production and rupture of meaning. The analysis draws upon tension schemas and Greimas’s discontinuity—

* Corresponding author

Ghasemian, F. , Kanani, E. and Zamani, F. (2025). Analysis of the Event-Tension Function of Faith in the Masnavi (Case
Study of The Story of the Other King of the Johud... and The Interpretation of the Saying of the Wise...). Research on
Mystical Literature, 19(2), 167-194.

2476-3292 © The Author (s).
() DS

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0 5 uc

g 10.22108/jpll.2025.145199.1920


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
mailto:fereshte.yasin8070@gmail.com
mailto:ebrahimkanani@kub.ac.ir
mailto:f.zamani@kub.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22108/jpll.2025.145199.1920
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2737-5462

ii /Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 19. No. 2 (sequential 55), 2025

continuity theory to illustrate how the occurrence of faith is formed amid internal tensions and its interaction
with the perceptual-sensory frameworks of the audience. Findings indicate that the event of faith is not produced
within a static or oppositional framework but rather within a dynamic, stress-driven process shaped by the
direction of tensional forces. This analysis also highlights the rich capacity of Persian mystical texts to
accommodate new semiotic interpretations.

Keywords: Tensional Semiotics, Masnavi, Eventive-Tensional, Faith, Pressure and Extent.

Introduction

The tensional semiotic model, transcending binary oppositions, situates meaning within a dynamic and
processual framework. In this model, every linguistic act results from the interaction of two principal forces: an
affective force, rooted in perceptual-sensory flow, and a cognitive force, grounded in rational and external data.
These two forces—through the rise-and-fall schemas of emotion and cognition—shape the semantic structures of
a text. Discursive actions such as stance, rupture, and attachment play key roles in the meaning-making process.
In literary—mystical texts, particularly in Rumi’s works, language functions as the center of discourse operations,
forming a field for the emergence of event-tension situations. Consequently, this model can identify semantic
chains, discursive actions, and tensions, providing a deeper understanding of semantic evolution in such texts. In
the present study, selected parts of the Masnavi’s first book are analyzed through the lens of tensional semiotics.
The research seeks to answer the following questions: How does the event—tension model of faith function in the
Masnavi, and what discursive roles does it assume? How do the compressive and extensive forces interact to
render the event of faith tense and form tension structures? What patterns of discursive operations do these
narratives reveal?

The chosen analytical framework aligns with the vector model of pressure (vertical axis) and range
(horizontal axis), semantic schemas, the theory of discourse field operations, and the bidirectional interaction
between discourse and emotion. The study also aims to elucidate the domains of tension and their processes of
meaning formation within rupture—attachment dynamics, ultimately exploring the text’s capacity to generate an
experiential event-tension of faith. Through this framework, the research models how discursive structures
reproduce the subject’s emotional waves and embodied affective experiences, proposing a model for the event—
tension function of faith in the Masnavi.

Literature Review

In Faith-Oriented Morality: A Comparative Study of Moral Philosophy in Rumi’s and Kierkegaard’s Thought
(Akbari Beyrag, 1999), Rumi’s ideas are examined through the lens of Ash‘ari theology and compared to
Kierkegaard’s philosophy. Similarly, A Comparative Study of Faith in the Views of Rumi and Kierkegaard
(Rahimian & Jabareh Nasero, 2009) explores their intellectual commonalities concerning faith.

In The Poetics of Narration in the Mathnawi (Tavakoli, 2009), faith is analyzed comparatively through the
perspectives of Kierkegaard and Rumi. The Concept of Faith and Its Relation to Religious Experience in Rumi’s
Thought (Haji Esmaili et al., 2013) investigates faith as an intuitive experience across cognitive, emotional, and
practical dimensions.

In Tensive Semiotics of Discourse in Surat al-Qariah: A New Approach to Qur’anic Discourse Semiotics
(Paketchi et al., 2015), the dynamic structure of the surah is explored within an interactive framework. In
Mystical Faith According to Rumi (Badakhshan, 2018), Rumi’s understanding of faith is contrasted with
theological and philosophical interpretations.

Semiotic Analysis of the Tensive Process in Queen Sheba’s Faith (Pranduj & Neshat, 2018) examines the role
of emotional-cognitive presence in her conversion experience. In The Study of Tension in Literary Discourse
(Shairi, 2005), foundational theories of the tensional process in literature are introduced with examples from
Sepehri’s poetry, while The Semiotics of Literature: Theory and Method of Literary Discourse Analysis (Shairi,
2016) elaborates on the tension-based discourse system through Persian narrative texts. Building on these
studies, the present research—part of a broader project—seeks to identify and extract event—tension patterns and
processes of Rumi’s faith experience in the Masnavi’s first book, proposing a model of this experience and
paving the way for a conceptual framework of faith as an event-tension phenomenon.
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Methodology

This study employs a semiotic discourse analysis grounded in tension structures and framed by theories of
emotional expression and affect. It examines the emotional, experiential, and semantic dimensions of the subject
in connection with discursive functions, adopting an integrative analytical approach.

Results

The research proposes a model of the event-tension state of faith in the Masnavi. The structural foundation of
this model lies in the oppositional axis of faith and disbelief, explained through simultaneous tensions of
rupture—connection, compression—expansion, and ascent—descent.

Discursive subjects, following this model, experience various emotional and cognitive states represented by
zones of tension, pressure, and expansion. These experiences place subjects within two opposing poles: faith and
disbelief. The process foregrounds the subject’s encounter with the event—tension of faith, involving perceptual—
sensory and emotional transformations.

Through successive stages, the subject ultimately attains unity—a merging with the essence of existence—
reflecting transcendental presence and immersion in truth. The overall narrative structure follows an ascending
trajectory, wherein relationships among center, distance, and horizon organize the emotional and tensional waves
of faith. These waves appear as semantic networks, lexical contrasts, emotional intensities, and oscillations
between union and separation. In the event—tension of faith, the emotional dimension holds the greatest weight.
Consequently, the subject, influenced by this dynamic, is drawn toward love and joy, transcending individuality
and achieving unity and immersion in ultimate truth.
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