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Fereydon Tavallaly stands as one of the earliest modernist poets to emerge after
Nima Yushij, successfully establishing a distinctive poetic voice and leading a
significant literary movement. The poetic current spearheaded by Tavallaly
developed under the influence of Nima Yushij’s seminal poem "Legend" and is
characterized as a form of lyrical poetry infused with romantic elements. This
trend attracted a generation of contemporary poets who followed in Tavallaly’s
footsteps. Beyond its lyrical and romantic qualities, Tavallaly’s poetry also
exhibits a profound tragic dimension. This tragic sensibility stems from
Tavallaly’s inherently tragic worldview and, in part, from his affinity with dark
romanticism—a mode in which the thematic components of romanticism and
tragedy are deeply intertwined. This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method to explore the connections between Tavallaly’s poetry and the tragic
tradition. It examines and analyzes the manifestations of tragic consciousness and
the ways in which key elements of tragedy are embedded within his poetic
discourse. The findings indicate that Tavallaly’s poetry is deeply interwoven with
tragic themes. He positions himself as a tragic hero—a figure who, within the
realm of love and human relationships, embodies despair and failure, ultimately
surrendering to and accepting defeat in the face of inescapable fate and adverse
circumstances.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The distinctive approaches and innovative techniques employed by certain modern Persian poets have
transformed a significant strand of contemporary Persian poetry into a convergence point between
tragedy and lyricism. This synthesis has, in several instances, led to the integration of tragic elements
into the thematic and emotional fabric of modern love poetry, giving rise to new atmospheres, subject
matters, meanings, and imagery. These tragic components—rooted in the classical foundations of
tragedy in ancient literature and art—are not merely employed for their traditional symbolic or
functional roles; rather, modern poets have repurposed them to generate new poetic potentials, expand
expressive boundaries, and foster creative innovation within lyrical discourse.

Fereydun Tavallaly stands as the most prominent figure associated with this poetic mode, consciously
or unconsciously embodying its essence through the incorporation of tragic sensibilities into the world
of his poetry. Moreover, he has exerted considerable influence on a generation of subsequent poets.
Although Tavallaly’s poetic career was relatively brief, he achieved a unique synthesis of lyrical
expression and tragic worldview, crafting a form of romantic poetry that is simultaneously passionate
and deeply sorrowful—an unprecedented approach in its historical context. Beyond conventional
romantic and lyrical themes, his poetry is imbued with motifs of death, dread, inevitability,
helplessness, failure, and existential decay, which recur across his body of work. These elements
collectively imbue his poetry with a tragic dimension, constructing a poignant and pitiable self-image
that resonates with the reader.

Review of Literature

It is a misconception to regard tragedy and tragic expression as relics of the past, with no relevance to
contemporary literary production. While classical tragedy—particularly as defined by Aristotle—was
grounded in the concept of mimesis (imitation) and structured around dramatic form, modern
interpretations of tragedy have evolved significantly. Contemporary critics have expanded the
definition of tragedy beyond Aristotelian confines, recognizing its presence across diverse genres and
forms, including poetry, fiction, and non-dramatic literature.

Today, tragedy is understood not merely as a genre but as a mode of thought, feeling, and
representation—a complex aesthetic and philosophical framework that transcends formal boundaries.
As such, the core elements of tragedy—such as fate, suffering, moral conflict, downfall, and
catharsis—can function thematically and structurally within literary works that do not conform to
classical dramatic conventions. Aristotle himself viewed tragedy as more than a mere literary
category; it was a profound engagement with human existence. Thus, the characteristics of tragedy,
much like those of epic, lyric, or mystical poetry, can shape both the form and content of literary
works across genres.

Consequently, it is entirely justified to classify literary works—including poetry—as "tragic" when
they exhibit thematic depth, emotional intensity, and structural features associated with the tragic
mode. This broader understanding allows for the recognition of tragic dimensions in modern lyrical
poetry, where the individual voice confronts existential despair, inevitable suffering, and the tension
between desire and reality.

Discussion

A defining feature of Tavallaly’s poetry is his tragic consciousness, which establishes a profound
connection between the lyrical theme and the essential components of tragedy. The acceptance of
inevitable doom and a sense of passivity in the face of unchangeable circumstances—hallmarks of the
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tragic worldview—become central motifs in his lyrical expression. He constructs the emotional and
imaginative universe of his poetry upon these foundations, resulting in the emergence of a tragic
subjectivity. Elements such as fear, horror, sorrow, helplessness, regret, and resignation to a bitter fate,
along with the conflict between desire and reality, are not merely transient emotions but become
defining traits of the poetic self in Tavallaly’s work.

One of the most salient manifestations of this tragic sensibility is the presence of a first-person voice—
the "I"—deeply intertwined with the poet’s personal identity. This "I" frequently speaks in a tone of
melancholy and despair, and when it occupies the center of the poem, it inevitably projects a painful
and sorrowful image of both the self and the world. Tragic inevitability, a core aspect of Tavallaly’s
worldview, appears in various forms throughout his poetry, often arising from personal experiences of
emotional failure and unfulfilled love, which leave him feeling utterly powerless.

Another key element is the tragic encounter, particularly within the realm of love relationships. This
recurring motif—often ending in disillusionment or collapse—reinforces Tavallaly’s belief in the
inescapability of his fate and the inherently tragic nature of his existence. Furthermore, self-criticism
emerges as a significant tragic component, rooted in his emotional fragility. At times, this
introspection turns inward with such intensity that it borders on self-punishment or even a desire for
self-vengeance.

Finally, Tavallaly’s conception of life itself is fundamentally tragic. He frequently portrays his
existence as a form of suffering, describing his arrival into the world and his continued being as
inherently sorrowful. The various dimensions of his life—emotional, relational, and existential—are
depicted as marked by regret, loss, and irreversible decline, reinforcing the overarching tragic
framework of his poetic vision.

Conclusion

Fereydun Tavallaly’s poetry can be conceptualized as a triangular structure, with its three sides formed
by lyricism, romanticism, and tragedy. He succeeded in developing a lyrical style distinguished by its
emotional depth, in which intense romantic themes are seamlessly fused with lyrical expression.
Crucially, this lyrical-romantic synthesis is further enriched by a tragic dimension, as elements such as
fate, suffering, inevitability, and existential despair manifest in diverse and profound ways throughout
his work.

In essence, Tavallaly emerges as a romantic poet with a lyrical voice and a tragic worldview—a rare
combination in modern Persian poetry. He may be regarded as the first modern lyrical poet to
consistently integrate these three modes into a cohesive and original poetic identity. As such, Tavallaly
not only carved a unique space for himself within the canon of modern Persian poetry but also
established a precedent that influenced a significant number of contemporary poets, securing his
position as a pioneering figure in the evolution of modern Persian lyrical-tragic expression.

Keywords: Tavallaly, tragedy, poetry, tragic mentality, tragic mode.
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