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Amir Hassan Yazdgerdi, relying on four relatively late manuscripts, produced the
first critical edition of Nafthat al-Masdir. However, a comparative analysis of
these manuscripts with his edited text reveals several inaccuracies in the
transcription of words and the recording of textual variants. This study,
incorporating the Tehran University manuscript—unavailable to Yazdgerdi in its
original form—and examining the influence of Mojtaba Minavi’s conjectural
emendations, classifies these errors into three categories: (1) readings without
manuscript support, (2) inaccurate reporting of textual variants, and (3) omission
of significant variants. The findings indicate that the correct forms of certain
phrases differ from Yazdgerdi’s readings, including: eLisl -l ., ba’s-e In
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critically evaluates such cases and provides the corrected readings alongside
facsimiles of the original manuscripts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Several decades ago, Professor Yazdgerdi edited and published Nafthat al-Masdur on the basis of four
manuscripts: “Si,” “Het,” “Kar,” and “Mi.” He himself explained his editorial approach as follows <:
“None of these manuscripts is, on its own, correct, reliable, and trustworthy, and they are all more or
less of equal textual value. Therefore, in this edition—if one may call it an edition—I had no choice
but to adopt an eclectic method. That is to say, | incorporated into the text those readings which
seemed more compatible with the author’s style of writing, manner of expression, and contemporary
literary conventions, while the remaining variants—except where their corruption was indisputable—
were noted in the margins as alternative readings” (Nasawi, 1991: 32).

As is clear from Yazdgerdi’s explanation, this method is among the most problematic approaches to
textual criticism, since the editor’s personal taste and judgment play the central role. The fundamental
shortcoming of Yazdgerdi’s edition thus lies in its methodology, which overshadows the entire
editorial work. Moreover, identifying the author’s “style of expression and usage” presupposes the
existence of an already critically established text; therefore, emphasizing stylistic criteria prior to a
reliable edition is methodologically unsound.

Research Methodology

Yazdgerdi produced his edition of Nafthat al-Masdur on the basis of four relatively late manuscripts,
adopting an eclectic method whereby he selected whichever readings he considered preferable.
However, collation of these manuscripts with his edited text reveals several instances of misreadings.
In some cases, it is unclear which manuscript served as the basis for his readings, and certain variants
appear without any manuscript support. Furthermore, significant variants are not always precisely
reported. Therefore, a systematic collation of the manuscripts used by Yazdgerdi allows for a
reconsideration of multiple passages. As part of the methodology, the following questions will be
asked: 1.What kinds of erroneous readings and misinterpretations emerge when the manuscripts of
Nafthat al-Masdur are collated with Yazdgerdi’s edition? 2. HasYazdgerdi accurately recorded the
manuscript variants?

Discussion

The article critically evaluates passages from Nafthat al-Masdur under three categories:

1. Unsupported Readings — cases where Yazdgerdi’s adopted readings lack any manuscript evidence.
2. Incorrect Recording of Variants — instances where Yazdgerdi’s footnoted variants are
misrepresented

3. Neglect in Reporting Variants — omissions of significant textual differences, leading readers to
assume uniformity where the manuscripts in fact diverge. In many such cases, the manuscript readings
are preferable to Yazdgerdi’s emendations.

Conclusion

Yazdgerdi occasionally misread or inaccurately transcribed the four manuscripts of Nafthat al-Masdur,
resulting in unsupported or erroneous readings. In some instances, he misrecorded manuscript variants
or failed to note important divergences. This study corrects several of these readings, including:
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Through detailed comparison with manuscript evidence, the article demonstrates that Yazdgerdi’s
eclectic approach introduced methodological flaws and textual inaccuracies. By reassessing these
cases, this study contributes to a more accurate understanding of Nafthat al-Masdur and highlights the
necessity of rigorous philological methods in critical editions.

Keywords: Nafthat al-Masdur, Critical Edition, Manuscript Variants, Yazdgerdi, Misreadings.
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