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Purpose: During the Qajar era, the emergence of new socio-literary concepts led
intellectuals to seek new narrative forms. Khabnameh-writing (dream narratives)
became a prominent literary-political genre. This study examines the narrative structure
of these works and their role in the evolution of Persian fiction.

Method and Research: Using a descriptive-analytical method and library research, this
paper conducts a structural analysis of nine key Qajar Khabnamehs. The theoretical
framework analyzes eight narrative elements: plot, characterization, verisimilitude,
theme, point of view, setting, dialogue, and tone.

Findings and Conclusions: What can be clearly shown in this research is the role of
dream boaks in the formation of modern Persian novels, such that in studying the sources
of these novels, the role of these dream books cannot be ignored, but rather these works
can be considered a bridge between ancient storytelling and modern novel writing.
Conclusions: Findings reveal a coherent structure across the Khabnamehs. Their plots
share a six-part framework, utilize a first-person point of view, and feature
characterization that moves beyond archetypes toward modern complexity. Settings are
artistic and - plot-driving, while dialogue enhances narrative cohesion. Thus,
Qajar Khabnamehs constitute a distinct genre that acted as a crucial bridge between
classical and modern Persian fiction, significantly contributing to the development of
contemporary lIranian narrative forms.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The Qajar era was a pivotal period and a turning point in Iran's social and literary
transformations. During this period, with the expansion of Persian prose and the influence of
Western translations, new narrative forms emerged. Among these innovations, khabname-
writing (dream-narrative) emerged as one of the national creative endeavors and a literary-
political genre that both reflected societal conditions and served as an intermediary link in the
transition from traditional storytelling to modern fiction.

2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on prominent khabnames such
as Daftarche-ye Gheybi, Resale-ye Yek Kalameh, Kholse, Roya-ye Sadege (by Seyed Jamal al-
Din Va'ez), Majles-e Shoura-ye Asemani, Roya-ye Ajibe va Moshdahede-ye Gharibe, Roya-ye
Sadege (by Haji Kashani), Mahshar, and Khab-e Shegeft. It seeks to analyze the narrative
structure and fictional elements of these works to elucidate their position within the trajectory
of Iranian fiction.

3. Discussion

Examining the storytelling methods of khabnames through an analytical look at their fictional
components:

Plot: The plot of these khabnames follows a more or less uniform six-part structure. This
structure includes: introduction (the narrator's state of mind), connective link (falling into
imagination or sleep), the main dream sequence, the narrator's anxious awakening, a
conversation with a friend or interpreter about the dream, and finally, the concluding remarks
and presentation of the author's ideology. This shared narrative pattern lends significant
coherence to these works and distinguishes them from classical tales, which often lack a solid
plot.

Point of View: All the examined khabnames employ a first-person point of view, narrated by
the main character who experiences the dream. This choice has several important advantages:
First, it aids the dream’s believability since its occurrence is recounted by the narrator himself.
Second, it provides the possibility for the explicit expression of the narrator's emotions, which
is effective in engaging the audience and conveying the story's atmosphere. Third, the "I"
narrator serves as a connecting agent, lending coherence to the sequence of events and various
scenes of the dream. By creating the atmosphere of a "courtroom trial,” the authors also
circumvented the inherent limitation of this point of view (the inability to express the opinions
of other characters).
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Characterization: In traditional tales, characters were generally general types introduced
through direct description. In contrast, Qajar khabname writers made significant use of indirect
characterization methods, particularly through "dialogue” and "actions and behavior." The
characters in these works are often social types of their era (such as dependent clerics, corrupt
courtiers, reformist intellectuals), but in numerous instances, we see individuation through
linguistic features (such as a specific accent) or unique temperaments. Although the characters
are mostly static and do not undergo profound development, in trial scenes, the shift from denial
to confession in some minor characters indicates the authors' awareness of the potential for
creating dynamic characters. This approach brings the characterization in khabnames closer to
that of the modern novel.

Verisimilitude (Believability): In terms of verisimilitude, khabnames occupy an intermediary
position between classical tales and the modern novel. The authors attempted to make their
works believable by combining two mechanisms: First, imaginative mimesis by creating
symbolic spaces like the plain of resurrection (sahra-ye mahshar) or a courtroom trial, which
provided a natural context for presenting criticisms. Second, mimesis of the dream world
relying on the audience's religious beliefs. The description of religious spaces and characters
generally conforms to Quranic verses and Islamic traditions. Furthermore, through
psychological groundwork in the introduction, they make the occurrence of such a dream
appear acceptable.

Setting: In works like Khalse and Roya-ye Sadeqe, setting is described with greater detail and
sometimes plays an active role in advancing the story or reinforcing the theme. For example,
the description of a ruined mosque in Khalse could symbolize the country's devastated state.

Dialogue: Dialogue in khabnames becomes a fully independent and driving element. These
dialogues, especially in works with a courtroom trial structure, form the core of the narrative
and are a fundamental means for conveying the author's political and critical themes. Moreover,
dialogues serve characterization; through each character's accent, catchphrases, and tone, their
moral and social characteristics are introduced to the reader. This method of writing dialogue
shows significant similarities with the techniques of the modern novel.

Tone: The dominant tone in these khabnames is generally serious and appropriate to their
political-critical themes. However, the tone of the characters' dialogues is diverse. The authors
have assigned a specific tone to the characters, which aids their individuation and believability.
An interrogator's angry tone in scenes of questioning is also repeated in most works, reflecting
the author's anger toward the existing state of affairs.
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Theme: The theme of khabnames is uniform and reflects the historical-social conditions of the
Qajar era. The main themes of these works can be identified as: the demand for law, criticism
of political despotism, administrative and moral corruption of rulers and courtiers, the necessity
of returning to true Islam, and the need to establish a parliament. This focus on social and
political issues turned khabnames into an effective tool for raising awareness and paving the
way for Constitutionalist discourse, facilitating the entry of such themes into the realm of
Persian prose.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that the khabnames of the Qajar era, possessing a coherent
structure and a more or less uniform pattern in fictional elements, constitute an independent
genre in the course of Persian narrative prose. By employing a coherent plot, indirect
characterization, functional dialogues, and artistic setting, these works took a significant step
in the evolution of Iranian fiction. By blending indigenous narrative traditions with new
expressive necessities, khabnames not only paved the way for the emergence of the modern
Persian novel but also acted as a bridge between classical storytelling and modern novel
writing. Therefore, the roots of part of the evolution of contemporary Iranian fiction should be
sought in these national creative endeavors, not merely in influence from Western literature.
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