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Article Info ABSTRACT

Purpose: This study aimed to conduct a stylistic analysis of Afghan Persian journalistic
prose during its early formative period (1290-1308 SH/1911-1929 CE). The study
Research Article sought to answer the question of whether, in accordance with a general readership, any
changes occurred in the prose of journalistic writers of this period.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction

The press, as one of the most significant communicative institutions in modern societies, has played an
unparalleled role in shaping public opinion, reflecting and directing political developments, promoting
literacy, and raising social awareness. Newspapers and journals have functioned not only as channels
for the transmission of news but also as arenas for linguistic and stylistic transformation. In Afghanistan
as well, the press—emerging as a modern social institution—has, from its inception, reflected major
intellectual and social movements such as modernization, independence campaigns, cultural reforms,
and conservative reactions. It has exerted a considerable influence on the formation of Persian prose
style, contributed to the development of a formal and intellectual national language, and provided an
appropriate space for the articulation of political, governmental, religious, and social perspectives.

The period beginning with the publication of Seraj al-Akhbar in 1911 (1290 SH), widely regarded as
Afghanistan’s first relatively regular newspaper, and ending with the fall of Habibullah Kalakani in 1929
(1308 SH), is considered the first phase in the history of the Afghan press. This 18-year period witnessed
the emergence and growth of several of the country’s most influential publications. Seraj al-Akhbar
(later Seraj al-Akhbar al-Afghaniyya) was the only periodical in circulation during the reign of Amir
Habibullah Khan (1901-1919), and was published for eight years between 1911 and 1918. Following
his death and the accession of his son Amanullah Khan (1919-1929), Afghanistan’s first Press Law
(1302 SH/1923 CE) was enacted, paving the way for the emergence of non-governmental and provincial
publications. Aman Afghan replaced Seraj al-Akhbar al-Afghaniyya, and the first private newspaper,
Anis, founded by Ghulam Muhy al-Din Anis, was published on 15 May 1927 (1306 SH). Anis has
continued publication, albeit with interruptions, up to the present day. Following the fall of Amanullah,
Habibullah Kalakani briefly held power (January—October 1929). His official weekly, Habib al-Islam,
served as the principal publication of his regime, articulating its political objectives until its cessation
after his downfall.

The present study aimed to conduct a stylistic analysis of Afghan Persian journalistic prose during its
formative period (1290-1308 SH / 1911-1929 CE) to determine whether the prose style of journalists
in this era underwent significant changes to communicate more effectively with a general readership.
Drawing on the framework of layered stylistics, the study examined the internal structure and interaction
of linguistic and intellectual elements across multiple stylistic levels, thereby providing a comprehensive
account of the prose style of early Afghan journalism

2. Methodology

This study adopted a descriptive-analytical method based on a layered stylistic approach. During the
period under study, editorials, as the dominant journalistic genre, not only reflected the official stance
of newspapers and analyzed political and social issues but also played a crucial role in shaping the
attitudes and awareness of a limited readership. Therefore, editorials from the major publications of the
time (Seraj al-Akhbar al-Afghaniyya, Anis, Aman Afghan, and Habib al-Islam) constituted the corpus
of the study.

The final corpus comprised nine editorials, selected randomly and analyzed at five stylistic levels:
phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological. The objective was to systematically describe
and analyze the various linguistic and stylistic dimensions of early Afghan Persian journalistic prose.
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3. Discussion

At the phonological level, writers frequently employed rhymed prose, particularly parallel and terminal
rhyme, to enhance the aesthetic and rhythmic quality of the texts. The deliberate repetition of key words
related to the central theme of each editorial not only reinforced alliteration and phonetic harmony but
also emphasized the subject matter and attracted readers’ attention, aligning with the pedagogical nature
of these texts.

At the lexical level, Arabism (frequent use of Arabic vocabulary) emerged as a dominant stylistic
feature, with Arabic words accounting for more than one-third of the corpus on average. The frequent
use of honorifics and formal titles reflected the strong presence of monarchist discourse in the press of
this period, resulting in lengthy sentences and a formal, elevated tone. The absence of colloquial
vocabulary further underscored the seriousness and formality of the editorials, revealing the authors’
adherence to the classical bureaucratic prose tradition. Moreover, the interwoven religious and political
codes, mutually reinforcing each other, contributed to the official tone of journalistic language. The
limited use of European loanwords (primarily English and French), particularly in the domains of
foreign policy, international relations, lifestyle, and modern sciences, indicated the gradual infiltration
of modern concepts into Afghan journalism.

At the syntactic level, the high frequency of complex, non-paratactic sentences, constituting
approximately 45% of the corpus, rendered the prose dense, bureaucratic, and ornate, clearly
highlighting the gap between journalistic language and the spoken vernacular of common people.

At the rhetorical level, the use of metaphors, simple similes, and semantic contrasts was notable. These
rhetorical devices were often employed to simplify new concepts, enhance persuasion, and reduce
readers’ sense of unfamiliarity with “Western” notions.

At the ideological level, the writers, through both explicit statements and symbolic language, advocated
transformation, progress, scientific and industrial advancement, and the compatibility of these ideals
with religion. The recurring emphasis on embracing modern civilization, industry, science, and progress,
alongside praise for the Muslim monarch and his reformist efforts, formed the ideological backbone of
the corpus.

4. Conclusion

The prose style of Afghan Persian editorials during their formative period exhibited a hybrid
character. On the one hand, it inherited traditional and bureaucratic features such as Arabicized
vocabulary, complex syntax, lengthy official titles, and the exclusion of colloquial expression.
On the other hand, it reflected an educational and reformist orientation, incorporating new
sociopolitical ideas and integrating them with religious beliefs. This duality revealed an attempt
by early Afghan journalists to open a window onto the modern world so as to persuade readers
to move toward social and political modernization and reform.
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