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linguistic functions. Aiming to fill this gap, the present study conducted a
comparative analysis of two major Pahlavi works, including Yadgar-e
Zariran (The Memorial of Zariran) and Karname-ye Ardashir-e Babakan (The
Book of the Deeds of Ardashir-e Babakan), within the framework of Roman
Jakobson’s sixfold model of linguistic functions. The theoretical foundations
of the study were first reviewed, including both traditional and modern
definitions and classifications of epic genres. Subsequently, the functional
indicators of language were adopted as the basis of analysis. The study
concluded by proposing a more precise method for the analysis and
classification of epic texts from a typological perspective.

Method and Research: The study employed a combined methodological
approach grounded in qualitative content analysis. Linguistic and narrative
samples from each text were extracted through library-based research and
analyzed comparatively in accordance with Jakobson’s six linguistic
functions.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicated that in Karname-ye Ardashir-
e Babakan, the referential function of language predominates. With its quasi-historical
structure, report-like tone, and limited use of rhetorical devices, the text focuses
primarily on conveying events and providing historical legitimization. In contrast,
Yadgar-e Zariran, emphasizing poetic and emotive functions, constitutes a full-fledged
example of a prose epic. Its dynamic plot structure, salient characterization, and
extensive deployment of rhetorical figures foreground the evocation of emotions. The
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results not only revealed a fundamental typological distinction between the two
narratives but also offer a practical model for redefining the boundaries of prose-epic
typology on a linguistic and objective basis. The application of Jakobson’s framework
in this study further enables the extension of this model to the analysis of other Persian
prose texts across later historical periods.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The study of Persian literature has traditionally emphasized verse as the dominant medium of
epic expression, while prose narratives have often been marginalized. This imbalance has
obscured the literary and cultural significance of Pahlavi prose texts, many of which preserve
some of the earliest epic traditions of Iran. Among these, Yadgar-e Zariran (The Memorial of
Zariran) and Karname-ye Ardashir-e Babakan (The Book of the Deeds of Ardashir-e Babakan)
stand out as seminal Middle Persian works combining heroic, historical, and mythological
elements.

Conventional typologies of Persian epic literature have relied primarily on thematic or
subject-based classifications, such as the binary division into “national” and “historical” epics.
While useful, such schemes often fail to capture the stylistic and functional diversity of prose
epics, risking the conflation of texts that differ in narrative strategy, linguistic register, and
communicative purpose. To address this gap, the present study applied Roman Jakobson’s
model of six linguistic functions as an analytical framework for genre classification. By
focusing on the dominant linguistic functions in each text, the research provided a more
nuanced typology for Pahlavi prose epics and reassessed their place in the broader history of
Persian narrative traditions.

The study pursued four main objectives: (1) to analyze Yadgar-e Zariran and Karname-
ye Ardashir-e Babakan through Jakobson’s six linguistic functions; (2) to identify dominant
functions and their role in shaping narrative form and genre identity; (3) to propose a functional
typology that differentiates chronicle-like historical narratives from literary epics; and (4) to
demonstrate the broader applicability of Jakobson’s model to Persian prose beyond the Middle
Persian corpus.

2. Methodology
The study employed a qualitative, comparative textual analysis grounded in functional
linguistics and genre theory. Both texts were analyzed in their Middle Persian versions with
reference to critical editions and translations. Analytical procedures included:

e identifying narrative segments and speech acts reflecting each of Jakobson’s six functions;

e evaluating the relative frequency and prominence of each function within the narrative

structure;

e comparing results across texts to determine dominant linguistic orientations;

e interpreting the implications of these findings for genre classification, specifically in
distinguishing epic, historical, and hybrid prose forms.

This method combined structuralist semiotics with literary typology, aiming to reveal latent
generic tendencies not always evident through thematic analysis alone.
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3. Discussion

Karname-ye Ardashir-e Babakan recounts the rise of Ardashir I, founder of the Sasanian
dynasty. Its linear, chronological, and report-like narrative structure resembles a historical
chronicle. The referential function predominates, recording events, legitimizing dynastic
authority, and presenting a quasi-historical account. Stylistically, the prose is straightforward
and largely devoid of figurative language. The narrator is omniscient yet impersonal, offering
minimal psychological depth. Myth and prophetic elements appear primarily to reinforce
historical legitimacy. The conative function is present in moral or exhortatory passages, but the
overall tone remains factual, positioning Karname-ye Ardashir-e Babakan closer to historical
narrative than to genuine epic discourse.

In contrast, Yadgar-e Zariran presents a vivid battle narrative centered on the heroic figure,
Zarir. Dramatic scenes, direct speech, and emotional intensity dominate, highlighting the poetic
and emotive functions. Figurative language, repetition, and rhythm heighten dramatic effect,
while characters are distinctly individualized through dialogue and action. The conative
function also plays a significant role, encouraging courage and communal solidarity. Unlike
Karname-ye Ardashir-e Babakan, Yadgar-e Zariran immerses the audience in the immediacy
of battle and heroic pathos, exemplifying the qualities of a prose epic comparable to the later
verse tradition of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

Comparative mapping of linguistic functions indicated that poetic and emotive-conative axes
define epic discourse, whereas referential dominance signals historical or didactic orientation.
These findings demonstrated that functional configuration, rather than subject matter alone,
distinguishes epic from historical prose in Middle Persian literature.

4. Conclusion
Applying Jakobson’s model offers a systematic and replicable framework for redefining the
typology of Iranian prose narratives. The study demonstrated that:
e epicness in prose is linguistically quantifiable through the dominance of poetic and
emotive-conative functions;
e historical or political texts privilege referential and metalingual functions, reflecting
didactic and legitimizing purposes;
o the intersection of these functions offers insights into the hybrid nature of many Persian
works.

By introducing a functional-linguistic framework, this study contributes methodologically
and theoretically to Iranian literary studies. The model can be extended to later Persian prose,
bridging linguistic analysis and literary historiography. The findings reaffirm the continuity of
epic discourse in the Persian tradition, showing that prose texts, when driven by the poetic
function of language, can embody the heroism and collective identity central to Iran’s epic
heritage.
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