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Purpose: Mohammad Reza Safi‘i-Kadkani published the latest scientific and critical
edition of Tazkirat al-Awliya in 2019 with the effort of publishing the Sokhan in two
volumes. This edition, despite being considered most reliable and scientific correction
of the Tazkirat to date, unfortunately contains some shortcomings. These defects and
faults can be seen both in the text of the Tazkirat and in the comments and notes written
by Safi‘T-Kadkani on the text of the Tazkirat. Although a number of researchers and
university professors have referred to some of these cases in several critical articles, the
authors of the present article have also encountered other defects and drawbacks by
reflecting on seventeen paragraphs of the text of the Tazkirat al-Aw/iya and its collation
with the Safi‘i-Kadkani's comments, which are mentioned in the rest of the article.
Method and Research: It should be noted that the authors of this article prepared and
arranged their notes using a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources.
Findings and Conclusions: The authors of this article have carefully re-read and
analyzed the notes and comments of Safi‘T-Kadkani regarding the propositions related
to these seventeen sections of the text of Tazkirat al-Awliya. The result of this study
shows that some of Safi‘T-Kadkani's comments are completely incorrect. In some cases,
his comments are inadequate and incomplete, and they may lead the reader of the
Tazkirat to misunderstandings and erroneous interpretations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Tazkirat al-Awliya is one of the important mystical works attributed to Farid al-Din
Mohammad ibn Ibrahim ‘Attar al-Nishabiir1. Although the exact date of the book's authorship
is not known, it can be guessed from the available evidence that Attar wrote this work at two
different times, in the late sixth century and the first half of the seventh century. This book is
written in two parts and includes the biographies of 97 elders and saints of the way. The first
part contains the biographies of 72 people and the second part contains the biographies of 25
elders of the mystical world. So far, several printings have been made of the Tazkirat al-4Awliya.
The last correction of this work belongs to Mohammad Reza Safi‘i-Kadkani, who published
this book in two volumes in 2019 with the efforts of Sokhan Publications. The first volume of
this book consists of two parts. In the first part, Safi‘i-Kadkani has written a detailed
introduction to Attar and his works, as well as an introduction to the manuscripts of the Tazkirat
al-Awliya, and in the second part of this volume, the text of the Tazkirat has been given. The
second volume of the book also includes the variants, annotations, a glossary, and a list of
sources and references. Meanwhile, Safi‘i-Kadkani's notes and his annotations on the contents
of the Tazkirat occupy about 400 pages of the second volume. These notes are very varied and
include topics such as the etymology of the sayings and anecdotes of the mystics, the chain of
transmission of hadiths and their translation, the lexicology and meaning of difficult phrases,
explanations about persons and geographical locations, and the examination of suspicious
recordings of the text. In this article, the authors have written about seventeen notes by Safi‘i-
Kadkani, which are presented below.

2. Methodology

Since Attar's Tazkirat al-Awliya is considered one of the main and important works of Islamic
mysticism and Sufism, and any concerned researcher and reader in this field will not need to
refer to this book and study it, undoubtedly, any research that can help readers and researchers
better understand this mystical treasure is necessary. To answer this need, the authors of the
present article have prepared and compiled materials in seventeen sections. At the beginning
of each section, the text of the Tazkirat is given and then Safi‘T-Kadkani's interpretation and
his comments and notes are mentioned. Then the authors, citing their evidence and arguments,
have rejected Safi‘i-Kadkani's opinion. In some cases, where the authors have considered
Safi‘i-Kadkani's opinion to be incomplete and inadequate, they have completed the matter and
resolved its ambiguity; therefore, the authors have provided a detailed and extensive report on
each of the seventeen sections under discussion using a descriptive-analytical method and
library resources. It should be noted that in some cases, in addition to mystical sources and
other precious works of Persian literature, the authors have used the text of Tazkirat al-Awliya
itself to prove or complete their point of view. The arrangement of the notes in this article is
based on the text of the Tazkirat, as edited by Safi‘T-Kadkani.



A Study and Analysis of seventeen Paragraphs... | Fahandej Saadi et al 21

3. Discussion

In some of Safi‘T-Kadkani's notes on the Tazkirat, there are deficiencies and shortcomings
that seem necessary to revise and correct them. The authors of this article, while studying and
reviewing this correction several times, have reached to some remarkable points and
conclusions, which they will present in the form of seventeen notes: 1. Fees (Paymozd) are not
necessarily commodities and goods. There is evidence that fees were paid to individuals in cash
(money) in some cases. 2. One of the meanings of the verb “Kaftan” is to dig, search,
investigate, and inquire; therefore, “Kaftan” is used in the story of Tazkirat al-Awliya in the
meaning of profound searching. 3. Junaid al-Baghdadi's talk about Bayazid al-Bastami refers
to Bayazid's spiritual quality and its preference over the spiritual journey of others; therefore,
“Maidan” here is a mystical term referring to the position of the beloved's intuition. 4. The
rotten grain (Dane-ye poside) means “the most superficial speech in the world of spiritual
journey” so that disciples can easily understand it. 5. By “method” (Ravesh) Bayazid means
outward travel. Bayazid is a staunch critic of the travels of the Sufis, and this perspective is
evident from his statements in Tazkirat al-Awliya and book of al-Nur Sahlaghi. 6. Considering
a syntactic rule that indicates a kind of emphasis and exaggeration structure and about which
Safi‘i-Kadkani wrote in Bukhara Magazine, the phrase “me to you” (Mara shoma ra) seems to
be correct in the text of the Tazkirat. 7. The meaning of" “Miyan jam-e Abu Hanifa” is among
the students, companions, and the group that were learning from Abu Hanifa. 8. The phrase
Tazkirat al-Awliya in the anecdote of Imam Ahmad Hanbal, considering the arguments and
evidence presented, should be read as “He placed the jug of water in front of him”. 9. One of
the meanings of the word “Sohbat” includes intercourse, bed, sleeping together, and sexual
relations with women; therefore, (Peyvast va khab) is not used in the narrative of the Tazkirat
in the sense of sleeping with women, but this meaning is understood from the word of “sohbat”.
10. The phrase “for whom we came up to the pulpit is not present” (Baraye an kasi ke ma bar
menbar amadim hazer nist) has precedence and delay here, and it does not seem to have any
issues. 11. The term “Refgh” in the mention of Yosef ibn Hossein means generosity and gifts.
Sufis should abstain from women's gifts and oblations, as the husband's approval may not be
present. 12. The word “Gardesh” signifies anxiety and restlessness in ancient texts. What is
meant by Mahmesh in the narrative of the Tazkirat is that the anxiety and change of state of
Abu Hafs was so evident and clear that others, although they probably did not have much
knowledge of mysticism and spiritual experiences, or were not at the level of perfection,
observed it. 13. The examples presented by Safi‘T-Kadkani about “re-reading” are not related
with Attar's intended meaning. 14. “Bar rah” in the speech of Junaid al-Baghdadi is used in the
sense of “on the way” 15. Considering that the plural of “Nafas” is “Anfas” and the plural of
“Nafs” is “Nofos” and “Anfos”, it seems that Junayd meant ‘“Nafas” and not “Nafs”. 16.
According to the authors, “The description of the heart” (Sharh al-Qalb) was an authentic work
of Attar and not of Hakim Tirmidhi. 17. When the head of a sheep is cut, breath comes in and
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out through the cut area along with blood, and at that moment, a continuous sound similar to
“Khekh Khekh” or “Akhe Akhe” comes from the sheep's severed throat; therefore, “Akhe

kardan” is an interjection.

4. Conclusion

The authors of this article have carefully re-read and analyzed the notes and comments of
Safi‘T-Kadkani regarding the propositions related to these seventeen sections of the text of
Tazkirat al-Awliya. The result of this study shows that some of Safi‘T-Kadkani's comments are
completely incorrect. In some cases, his comments are inadequate and incomplete, and they
may lead the reader of the Tazkirat to misunderstandings and erroneous interpretations.
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