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Purpose: Gayatri Spivak used the concept of subordination in postcolonial studies to
refer to colonized subalterns, arguing that even the theories of critics such as Foucault
and Derrida could not prevent the true voices of the subalterns from being heard.
Therefore, the voice of the subordinate remains either confiscated or silenced.

Method and Research: This study, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying
on Gayatri Spivak’s theory of subalternity, analyzed three plays: “Monsieur Jourdan”,
“Setareganeh Faribkhordeh (The Deceived Stars)”, and “Jafar Khan az Farang
Bargashteh (Jafar Khan Has Returned from Abroad)”. Through the deployment of
elements of popular culture such as vernacular language, humor, rituals, and
superstitious beliefs, these works reflect the plight of the underprivileged, whose voices
are silenced or distorted in the dominant discourse. In these plays, women and the
underprivileged classes are represented not as independent subjects, but as objects of
power; However, through symbolic actions, allegorical language, and cultural resistance,
a hidden and indirect agency emerges.

Findings and Conclusions: Data analysis indicated that popular culture in these texts
plays a mediating role between domination and resistance. On the one hand, it
reproduces the mechanisms of discursive domination and places the subordinates in a
position of imposed silence. On the other hand, it allows for a kind of symbolic resistance
and cultural defense from below. Thus, these plays, while criticizing colonial and
patriarchal domination, highlight the capacity of popular culture to represent
marginalized voices and micro-resistances.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Constitutional dramatic prose, focusing on class challenges, provides a suitable context for
reading within the framework of the theory of subordination. Spivak is a feminist and
postcolonial critic who synthesizes Marxist, poststructuralist, feminist, and postcolonial
approaches, drawing finer distinctions than others. Subaltern studies represent one of the key
concepts in postcolonial theories. “The term subaltern was first used by Antonio Gramsci to
describe those marginal groups who are deprived of access to the instruments of economic
power and civil rights” (Spivak, 2018: 9). He applies the concept of subaltern and the idea of
subalternity to those who do not have a defined identity in social hierarchies (ibid: 349).

2. Methodology

Based on Spivak’s theory and employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study analyzed
three plays: “Setareganeh Faribkhordeh (The Deceived Stars)” and “Monsieur Jourdan” by
Akhundzadeh and “Jafar Khan az Farang Bargashteh (Jafar Khan Has Returned from
Abroad)” by Hassan Moghadam, to show how mechanisms of cultural domination, relying on
superstition, fatalism, and symbolic structures, keep the subordinate subject in marginality, and
how these same subjects, symbolically respond to this domination sometimes through tools
such as irony, magic, or rituals. This study examined the possibility of hearing the voice of the
subaltern within the dramatic form and cultural context of the time.

3. Discussion

1- Symbolic Resistance of Subordinate Women

The play “Monsieur Jourdan”, written by Mirza Fathali Akhundzadeh, presents a satirical,
critical story in a rural setting in the Karabakh region. This work reflects the conflict between
tradition and modernity, the influence of Western culture, superstitious beliefs, and the status
of women in traditional Iranian-Caucasian society.

In this play, women, despite apparent subservience and adherence to traditional frameworks,
control the narrative process through informal and symbolic powers such as emotional arousal,
magic, weeping, and deception. This form of female agency exemplifies cultural subordination;
women function as objects of power while simultaneously using soft power to challenge
dominance at the micro level. This indirect resistance of women against imposed modernity
exemplifies the same subordinate voice that Spivak considers audible not in an overt form, but
through symbolic actions and intermediaries. “In traditional dramatic literature, despite their

passive appearance, women use informal power to manage social relations” (Nazarzadeh, 2010:
92).
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2-Cultural Otherness of Inferior Others (Representatives of Native Tradition) Against
Insiders (Imported Superficial Modernity)

The play “Jafar Khan az Farang Bargashteh” reflects a cultural and identity challenge in
the face of the West, emphasizing the opposition between native tradition and superficial
modernity, a situation paralleling the colonized inferior’s encounter with dominant modern
discourse, resorting to native cultural tools for defense. In this play, linguistic differences
among characters reflect the same discursive hierarchy that Spivak emphasizes, wherein the
language of the inferior (vernacular) resists the language of the superior (French-like).
Vernacular in “Jafar Khan az Farang Bargashteh” functions as a factor of cultural resistance
and identity formation. The play “Setareganeh Faribkhordeh” by Mirza Fathali Akhundzadeh
exemplifies this approach clearly, as the characters’ language and tone reflect hidden layers of
popular culture, power structures, social classes, and even the intellectual contradictions of the
era. The play “Setareganeh Faribkhordeh” is a symbolic and humorous work narrated in a
historical context and at the court of Shah Abbas I. Nevertheless, beneath its surface lies a
profound social, cultural, and political critique. Using humor, metaphor, and elements of
popular culture, the play takes a satirical look at the state of power, superstition, corruption, and
demagoguery.

2-3- Discursive Domination of Subordinates (Acceptance of Fate and Superstitious
Beliefs)

In all three plays, rituals and superstitious beliefs constitute mechanisms of discursive
domination that maintain subordinates in a state of acceptance of fate and imposed silence.
These beliefs, arising from popular culture and collective fears, are often at odds with modern
rationality; yet in practice, they represent the subordinate not as an active subject but as a
submissive object.

2-4- Representation of the Subordinate as an Object of Power

In Akhundzadeh’s “Setareganeh Faribkhordeh”, the horseman experiences a temporary and
fleeting reign. As a subaltern, he denies the possibility of speech and, as an object in the
narrative of power, he can only silence his voice. According to Spivak, even when the
subordinate attains apparent power (a temporary monarchy), he possesses no autonomous voice
and is merely the spokesman for the power apparatus. The saddler exemplifies the
objectification of the subordinate in Spivak’s view; the subordinate, instead of speaking, is
represented within the framework of domination’s discourse, and his voice is confiscated. This
engineering of power is the very mechanism that reduces the subordinate from the position of
an independent subject to that of an object in the service of the structure of domination.
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4. Conclusion

Analysis of the three plays, “Monsieur Jourdan”, “Setareganeh Faribkhordeh”, and “Jafar
Khan az Farang Bargashteh”, showed that popular culture in these works functions not only
as a comedic or vernacular element, but also as a discursive field for representing the subaltern.
As Spivak emphasizes, the subaltern’s voice either remains silent or is audible only through
the intermediaries of dominant discourse. Popular culture in these plays operates as a mediating
role between domination and resistance. The marginalized employ language, rituals,
superstitions, and humor as tools for expressing identity and cultural defense. The
representation of the marginalized in these works reveals their persistent positioning within the
gap between tradition and modernity, depicted as objects of power. Their resistance, yet
symbolic and unconscious, challenges the norms of domination. This is the paradox that Spivak
identifies: the subordinate remains in the position of object even in acts of protest. The dramatic
stage in these three works becomes an arena that renders Spivak’s paradox distinctly visible.
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