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The comprehension of concealed layers within a text can be achieved through

Article History the analysis of linguistic signs. According to semiotic theory, signs consist of a
Received phonetic structure (the signifier) and a mental concept (the signified), which
June 25, 2023 combine to produce meaning. In poetry, the synthesis and equilibrium of
Revised phonetic clements can engender novel semantic significance. The musicality
February 03, 2024 arising from the interplay of consonants and vowels aligns with and amplifies
Accepted the poet's intended meaning. Kadkani asserts that the "enchantment of

February 03, 2025

Published Online
December 22, 2025

Keywords
proximity magic,
music of poetty,

phonetic harmony,

Shafiei Kadkani,

A Child Named Happiness.

closeness" (seht-e qorb) is a melodic essence within language, unveiled through
techniques such as rthyming prose (saj’) and paronomasia (jenas). By embedding
such sonic patterns, proximity amplifies the comprehension of the text's deeper
messages. This study examines the techniques employed by Mohammad-Reza
Shafiei Kadkani to create this sonic intimacy in his poetty collection, A Child
Named Happiness. The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology
based on libraty research. The corpus—comprising stanzas, verses, and
individual lines—was analyzed using SPSS softwate. The findings indicate that
Shafiei Kadkani achieves the "magic of proximity" ptimarily through the skillful
use of literary devices including alliteration, rhyming prose (saj*), paronomasia
(jenas), and functional phonetic combinations. Within this collection, the
primary formal manifestation of this concept is alliteration, while its primary
semantic function, following alliteration, is the elicitation of emotion. The
analysis demonstrates that the deliberate proximity of phonetic elements is
crucial in enhancing the musical quality and affective powet of Shafiei Kadkani's
poetty.
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Introduction

One of the key techniques examined by formalist critics is the concept of "closeness" or
"proximity" (gorb), a framework pioneered by Shafiei Kadkani. This approach analyzes the
aesthetic effect achieved through the harmonious blending of consonants and vowels. The
deliberate selection and arrangement of words contribute to a text's sonic structure, creating
a musical quality that directly impacts the audience. This study investigates the manifestation
of this "magic of proximity" (sehr-e gorb) in Shafiei Kadkani's poetry collection A Child Named
Happiness, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology. The analysis incorporates three
fundamental inductive approaches: picture induction, sound induction, and feeling induction.
Within the collection, literary devices such as alliteration, thyming prose (s¢/), paronomasia
(yenas), and functional phonetic combinations work in concert to generate coherence, unity,
and sonic texture. The poet skillfully orchestrates these devices to convey his intended
meaning. The primary aim of this analysis is to identify the principal literary function of the
"enchantment of proximity" within this specific poetic work.

Literature Review

Shafiei and Golchin (2002), in their study "Effects of Proximity Magic in the Masnavi,"
examine the manifestation of this concept in the first and second books of Rumi's Masnavi.
Ziyai (2011), in his thesis "Examining the Magic of Proximity in Contemporary Persian
Poetry," analyzes the use of proximity in the wotks of three modern poets. Khaman (2014)
investigated the elements contributing to the melodiousness of parables in his
thesis, "Examining the Magic of Proximity in the Parables of Bahmaniari's Story." In his
thesis "Examination of Proverbs and Sayings from the Perspective of the Magic of
Proximity," Nasrullah Pour Silab (2016) categorized proverbs based on shared phonemes,
using Dehkhoda's Proverbs and Sayings as a corpus. Sakhavi (2018) employed a formalist
approach to analyze this phenomenon in his study "Investigation of the Magic of Proximity
in Children's Poems," providing a comprehensive examination of its use in children's poetry.
The application of this technique in classical literature is explored by Shaisteh Sadat Hosseini
Rabat et al. in their essay "Magic of Proximity in Saadi's Ghazals," which analyzes its role in
Saadi's lyric poetry. Most directly relevant to the present study, Yaqub Nowrozi examines the
concept in Shafiei Kadkani's poetty in his article "The Magic of Proximity in the Poetry of
Shafiei Kadkani," analyzing its impact in specific works such as "The Second Millennium of the
Mountain Deer'" and ""The Mirror of Sound."

Methodology

We conducted this research using a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library

resources.
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Conclusion

The research demonstrates that in the poetry collection A Child Named Happiness, the phonetic
arrangement of letters plays a crucial role in intensifying and reinforcing the poetic concepts,
thereby conveying the poet's intended meaning with greater impact. Shafiei Kadkani employs
this "magic of proximity" to achieve multiple semantic functions, namely picture induction,
emotion induction, and sound induction. Among the literary devices that create this effect,
alliteration is used more frequently than paronomasia (jends), thyming prose (sa/"), ot etba . His
mastery of phonetic melody produces an enchanting quality that profoundly impacts the
musicality of his verse. This technique is of paramount importance throughout the collection,
where its integration elevates the overall aesthetic, creating a delightful, inspiring, and sonically
cohesive experience. The collection features numerous sophisticated instances of
paronomasia, which stand as prime illustrations of the captivating effect of phonetic
closeness. The poet's meticulous lexical selection ensures that these puns are not merely
ornamental but contribute directly to the poem's meaning, enjoyment, and beauty. In terms
of semantic function, the induction of emotion and affection is more prevalent than picture
or sound induction. Shafiei Kadkani skillfully harnesses the power of sonic proximity and the
full range of linguistic resources to express emotion and infuse his poetic prose with a distinct
essence. Furthermore, imagery is extensively utilized to achieve his artistic intentions, with
the phonetic proximity of words playing a significant role in forging connections within these
images. By utilizing this enchanting language, the poet augments the aesthetic appeal of the
poems through his creative faculties. The "magic of proximity" is also used to fully exploit
metaphoric potential. Finally, the literary device of personification holds a significant position

in several poems within this collection.
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