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the Tajik Academy of Sciences (dated between 691 and 726 AH)—the
Sarajevo manuscript emerges as the oldest verifiably authentic copy of
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Introduction

Numerous manuscripts of Saadi’s Golestan are preserved in libraries worldwide and have been
consulted by scholars in the preparation of critical editions. The value and textual authority
of an edition depend significantly on the accuracy of its base manuscripts; generally, the older
the manuscript, the more valuable it is for critical work. Consequently, scholars of
the Golestan have sought to identify and utilize the oldest available copies. The most notable

early manuscripts include:

e A copy of Saadi’s collected works held in the Golestan Library in Tehran, reportedly
transcribed by the calligrapher Yaqut Musta‘sami and dated Ramadan 668 AH
(1269 CE). However, as the colophon is illegible, its attribution has been met with
scholarly skepticism (Lewis, 2012: 79-806).

e A copy of Saadi’s collected works preserved in the Library of the Tajik Academy of
Sciences in Dushanbe, which contains several conflicting dates in different sections,

casting doubt on its overall authenticity.

Among somewhat later manuscripts are a copy in the Martin Bodmer Foundation
in Geneva, transctibed by ‘Abd al-Samad Beyzawi in 720 AH (1320 CE); a copy in the India
Office Library in London dated 728 AH (1328 CE); and another in the Bibliothéque Nationale
de France in Paris, copied by a sctibe named Ahmad in Sha‘ban 730 AH (1330 CE). This
article introduces and examines a manuscript dated 713 AH (1313 CE), currently part of the
collection of the Gazi Husrev Beg Library in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Literature Review

In reviewing the content of Golestan manuscripts and assessing the textual variations across
different editions, several key studies beyond the standard introductory notes in critical
editions merit examination: Yahaghi (1368/1989) reviewed the Golestan edition prepared by
Gholam Hossein Yousefi; Anzabinejad (1368/1989) highlighted significant issues in Yousefi's
critical edition, to which Mahdavi Damghani (1369/1990) later responded; Dehbashi
(1369/1990) also published an article evaluating Yousefi's edition; Zanjani (1381/2002)
introduced a Golestan manuscript discovered in China; Tabibzadeh (2017) evaluated the
textual variations of fifteen Arabic verses in the Golestan from the perspective of prosody and
metrics; Dalvand (1401/2022) reviewed several unique textual variants based on printed
editions and commentaries of the Golestan.

Regarding the 713 AH (1313 CE) Golestan manuscript from the Gazi Husrev Beg
Libraty in Sarajevo, one specific study has been conducted: Drki¢ and Salemyan (1403/2024)
introduced the manuscript, examined its physical and paleographic features, provided
information about the scribe, and discussed the manuscript's possible journey to Bosnia.
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of Textual Variants in the Sarajevo Golestan . . .

Methodology

This research is based on manuscript studies and content analysis, offering a meticulous
examination of textual variants in the Sarajevo Golestan manuscript. First, reviews and
critiques  of existing Golestan editions were identified to establish a comprehensive
understanding of the scholarly landscape. Next, textual variants from the Sarajevo manuscript
were compared with those discussed in prior studies. Subsequently, variants from the Sarajevo
manuscript that diverge from the standard readings of established critical editions—as noted
in earlier scholarship—were extracted. All data were then systematically matched against
variants from other manuscripts and printed editions, enabling thorough comparative analysis
and ensuring the robustness of the findings.

Discussion and Conclusion

Analysis of twenty-five textual examples in this article, compared with variants from the two
most authoritative critical editions of the Golestan—those of Foroughi and Yousefi—as well
as the manuscript attributed to Yaqut Mosta'semi, yields the following conclusions: The
Sarajevo manuscript shares identical orthographic variants with the Foroughi edition in
eighteen instances (72%); it matches the Yousefi edition in seventeen instances (68%); it aligns
with the manuscript attributed to Yaqut Mosta'semi in twelve instances (60%); this
manuscript lacks five of the twenty-five examined examples. Only two of the twenty-five
examples (8%) are unique to the Sarajevo manuscript and have no parallel in the other editions
examined.

It is widely accepted that the Foroughi and Yousefi editions represent the most
reliable critical texts of Saadi’s Golestan. The high degree of correspondence between the
Sarajevo manuscript and these two editions indicates that its textual and orthographic variants
are, from a codicological perspective, original and reliable. Consequently, as an early and
authentic witness, the Sarajevo Golestan manuscript should serve as a foundational source for
future critical editions of Saadi’s masterpiece.
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