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Future scenarios of social hope in Iranian society
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Abstract: This Social capital is a critical component of the soft power of political
systems, significantly influencing a country»s effectiveness in both domestic and foreign
policy arenas. Social hope is a key dimension of social capital, reflecting the capacity
to foster a shared belief among members of society that the future can be meaningfully
different and better than the past. Various drivers contribute to shaping social hope
within society. The primary objective of this study is, first, to identify these drivers
and, subsequently, to address the central question: based on the identified drivers, what
scenarios can be envisioned for the future of social hope in Iran?

This study adopts a foresight-oriented and exploratory approach. Methodologically,
it combines two scenario-planning techniques - those proposed by Peter Schwartz
and James Dator - for developing scenarios. The research instruments included semi-
structured and structured questionnaires administered to experts, and the data were
analyzed using MICMAC software.

The findings indicate that the interaction of these drivers allows for the construction of
four plausible scenarios: a fragmented and vulnerable society (fragile and suspended
society), a potential scenario of an anomic and disintegrated society (social collapse),
and a desirable scenario of a balanced society.

Overall, the status of the drivers shaping social hope in Iranian society is far from
optimal, primarily due to the dysfunctionalities within the political-social system.
Accordingly, it is imperative that strategies aimed at promoting national unity and
social cohesion be revisited and strengthened within policymaking institutions.
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