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Abstract: Iran’s dependence on oil revenues has profoundly shaped its political
and economic structures, resulting in the formation of a rentier state. This
study examines how the rentier state structure has affected the formation and
functioning of civil society, focusing on the governments of Ahmadinejad (2005—
2013) and Rouhani (2013-2021). Using descriptive-analytical methods, the
findings indicate that the rentier state, by reducing the government’s dependence
on society, limiting accountability, and concentrating power, has hindered the
growth of independent non-governmental organizations and weakened civic
participation. Despite differences in oil revenues and political discourse, both
administrations reproduced rentier dynamics, obstructing the emergence of a
strong and independent civil society in Iran.
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