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Abstract

his article analyzes the socialist discourse of the Tudeh Party during the Iranian Islamic
Revolution (1978 -1979) using Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s discourse theory.
Employing discourse analysis, it examines the representation and structuring of key
concepts such as nodal points, master signifiers, empty signifiers, moments, identity, and
subject position within the party’s socialist discourse. Data were collected from primary
Tudeh Party texts through purposive sampling and analyzed qualitatively based on Laclau
and Mouffe’s theoretical framework. The findings indicate that the discourse frames the
four dimensions of economy, society, culture, and politics within Marxism-Leninism.
Marxism-Leninism serves as the nodal point and master signifier of this discourse, with its
adherents identifying as Marxist-Leninists and labeling others as non-Marxist-Leninists.
Empty signifiers include equality, justice, freedom, independence from capitalism, and
progress. Key moments encompass class, party, struggle, democracy, justice, freedom,
imperialism, capitalism, and socialism. This discourse rejects the existing despotic
monarchy, constitutional monarchy, liberalism, Islamic monarchy, and Maoism,
positioning socialism as its desired political myth and ideal state.
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political myth.
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