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From Disruption to Solidarity: An Analysis of the Mechanisms for Continuing
Political Cohesion of the Iranian People in the Post-War Era with Israel

Abdolreza Ahmadi Atoose . Doi:10.22034/fademo.2025.548018.1148

Abstract: Due In recent decades, Iranian society has witnessed a persistent confrontation
between two dominant political discourses: the supporters and opponents of the Islamic
Republic. This ideological divide has weakened political cohesion and deepened social
polarization. The central question of this study is how the 12-Day Iran—Israel War (June
2025) served as a “critical juncture” that redefined these rival discourses, fostered national
solidarity, and what mechanisms can sustain this unity in the post-war context.The main
objective is to identify and explain mechanisms of sustaining political cohesion in post-
war Iran. Sub-objectives include analyzing the roots of pre-war discourses, examining the
role of domestic and foreign media in shaping solidarity, and exploring how the concept
of the “Other” was redefined after the war.This qualitative, descriptive-analytical study
applies Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis framework. The research corpus consists
of discourse texts related to the 12-Day War, purposefully selected and analyzed using
qualitative content analysis, conceptual coding, and discourse interpretation.Findings
reveal that the war, by generating a shared external threat, redefined key signifiers such
as “homeland,” “independence,” and “security” as common elements between opposing
discourses. This symbolic convergence reduced polarization and created a renewed sense
of national unity. Media played a key role-official outlets emphasized resistance, while
independent and online media highlighted defense of Iranian identity.The study concludes
that sustaining post-war cohesion requires managing conflicts, fostering dialogue, building
trust in media, and pragmatically redefining the “Other.” Ultimately, the 12-Day War
created an opportunity to rebuild national identity and transcend political divides.
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