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Abstract
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Turkey's identity in foreign policy has been shaped by the complex interplay of
Vol. 18 historical, cultural, and religious factors. This evolving identity has led to
Series: 68 significant changes in Turkey's international relations, particularly under the
Autumn 2025 leadership of the Justice and Development Party (AKP). The AKP's foreign policy
P.P: 193-220 has shifted from traditional realist-Kemalist approaches toward emphasizing the
importance of identity, constructivist concepts, and Turkey's historical-identity
Article Type depth. This article examines the impact of identity concepts on Turkey's policies

in the West Asia region, particularly in the context of post-Arab Spring events
from 2011 to 2023. The article focuses on identity concepts such as neo-
Ottomanism, affinity with the Muslim Brotherhood, pan-Turkism, and the recent
Article History vision of the Turkish Century. The main research question is: How have identity

concepts influenced Turkey's West Asian strategy between 2011 and 2023? The

Research Paper

Received: research hypothesis posits that identity concepts have driven Turkey to pursue its
2025-01-12 regional goals by focusing on constructivist concepts in foreign policy, forming
Revised: partnerships based on shared religious and ethnic backgrounds, and presenting
2025-09-27 itself as a modern successor to the Ottoman Empire. Using a descriptive-
Accepted: explanatory method and library-based data collection tools, the study concludes
2025-10-10 that Turkey's West Asian policy from 2011 to 2024 has been influenced by
Published: identity-based concepts, which have effectively shaped Turkey's regional policies
2025-11-29 in West Asia.
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