csiw

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World
Vol.12, No.1, Spring 2025

The Impact of the Assassination of Ismail Haniyeh on the Securitization of the
Persian Gulf

Sadegh Shafiei'

Reseived Date: 2024/09/26 Accept Date: 2024/12/14

10.27834/CSIW.2409.1447.1.36.10

Abstract

ﬂmi&[ the division among Islamic countries over the "two-state” or "one-state” solution

for Palestine, Israel's assassination of Ismail Haniyeh aimed to avoid peace with the Palestinians,
stall negotiations with Hamas over prisoner exchanges, and, with the help of the American
coalition, control the potential responses from Iran and resistance groups. This issue led to the
securitization of the Persian Gulf by both Iran and Western countries, particularly the United
States, as seen in previous periods. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research addresses
the central question: What impact did the assassination of Haniyeh have on Iran's foreign policy
and the securitization of the Persian Gulf? The findings indicate that the assassination of Haniyeh,
as the most prominent figure in Hamas, escalated the security environment in the Persian Gulf
region. This, in turn, set the stage for an enhanced level of regional deterrence by both Iran and the
United States in the Persian Gulf to prevent military tensions.
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