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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to answer how the Buyid and Seljuk states utilized
cultural, religious, administrative, and social tools to legitimize their
sultanates and power, and what impact these endeavors had on the
stability and acceptance of their regimes.Findings indicate that the Buyid
dynasty cultivated an identity-based and regional legitimacy by
emphasizing local lineage claims, reviving ancient Iranian kingship
traditions, developing educational institutions, and implementing
cultural and infrastructural policies. The Seljuk state, conversely,
established a more institutionalized, layered, and encompassing
legitimacy—Ileading to long-term stability and acceptance—by
synthesizing Persianate and Islamic heritage, supporting the Abbasid
Caliphate, organizing a centralized bureaucracy, and founding the
Nizamiyya madrasas. In both dynasties, the interplay between
institutions, elites, cultural and religious instruments, and military might
played a decisive role in reinforcing legitimacy and ensuring social
acceptance of their sovereignty. Employing a historical-analytical
approach, this research comparatively examines the patterns of
legitimacy during the Buyid and Seljuk periods. Data collection and
analysis were conducted through the study of primary historical sources
(such as chronicles and contemporary texts) and secondary scholarly
literature.
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Introduction

The concept of political legitimacy is central to understanding political order,
particularly within the historical context of Iran and the greater Islamic world during
the medieval era. This study analyzes the Buyid and Seljuk dynasties, focusing on
the dimensions of legitimacy that characterize their governing frameworks.
Legitimacy encompasses a reciprocal relationship between the "right to rule" and
societal acceptance of that right, encompassing various sources of authority. As
defined by Lipset, legitimacy is the capacity of a political system to foster the belief
that existing institutions best serve societal interests (Lipset, 2004). Weber presents
legitimacy as rooted in the belief in the normative validity of authority and the
internal acceptance of rulers by the commanded (Weber, 1988). Political legitimacy
goes beyond mere legality; it operates as a symbolic asset cultivated through social
belief in the righteousness of power.

Methodology

This research employs a comparative historical analysis within a theoretical
framework that encompasses multiple sources of authority operating in tandem. It
uses a four-fold conceptual framework based on Weber's tripartite classification of
authority: traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational, extending to analyze the
complexities of legitimacy in the Buyid and Seljuk contexts. The four levels
identified include: 1) Sacred-Normative Legitimacy (relying on caliphate and
religious institution), 2) Sultanistic-Military Legitimacy (based on coercive power),
3) Bureaucratic-Elite Legitimacy (supported by bureaucratic structures and political
discourse), and 4) Social-Functional Legitimacy (emphasizing public acceptance
and executive efficacy).

Theoretical Framework

The groundwork of this study is built upon multiple theoretical constructs of
legitimacy, layered within the historical fabric of Iranian politics. It posits that
legitimacy was not derived from a singular source but was rather an outcome of a
complex interplay between military power, religious legitimacy, bureaucratic
structures, and societal acceptance. The study traces the historical roots of these
concepts back to pre-Islamic traditions, such as the notion of "Divine Glory," which
integrated political authority with sacred endorsement. This was subsequently
reinterpreted within the context of the Islamic caliphate, which served as a religious
and institutional source of political legitimacy.

Discussion

Analyzing the Buyid and Seljuk governments reveals distinct approaches to
establishing and sustaining political legitimacy. For instance, the Buyids adopted a
selectively integrative approach with Shia scholars, fostering a locally resonant and

International Relations Researches, Vol. 15, No. 2, 2025




A Comparative Study of Political Legitimation ...

flexible form of religious legitimacy. They managed to cultivate acceptance through
their policies of religious tolerance and the promotion of Shia scholarship. In
contrast, the Seljuks leveraged support from the Abbasid caliphate and cultivated a
broader institutional legitimacy that was more organized and expansive.

In terms of Sultanistic-Military legitimacy, both dynasties prioritized the military's
role; however, they differed in their methodologies. The Buyids focused on a balance
between the ruling power and military aristocrats, while the Seljuks developed a
professional, centralized military force that became a cornerstone of their royal
legitimacy. The bureaucratic and elite legitimacy during the Buyid era was
characterized by local administration that supported cultural and scholarly elites,
thereby reinforcing their prominence. In contrast, the Seljuks institutionalized their
bureaucratic legitimacy through the establishment of centralized administrative
bodies and academies that solidified their intellectual and institutional authority.
Moreover, social-functional legitimacy manifested differently for the two dynasties.
The Buyids engaged in initiatives that revived Iranian-Islamic identity, promoting
urban development and supporting science and culture. The Seljuks, on the other
hand, institutionalized their claims to social legitimacy through centralized
governance structures, educational advancements, and expansive cultural projects.
Conclusion

The investigation into the Buyid and Seljuk dynasties reveals that political
legitimacy in Islamic Iran was a multifaceted, historical process reliant on an
intertwining of military power, religious endorsement, bureaucratic structures, and
societal acceptance. While both dynasties effectively established their legitimacy
through diverse mechanisms, their differences in the implementation and
prioritization of these methods reflected the historical contexts and social
characteristics of their respective eras. The Buyids cultivated legitimacy through
local identity and scholarly engagement, whereas Seljuks' legitimacy was more
comprehensive and sustained, arising from bureaucratic, doctrinal, and military
integrative methods. This study underscores the significance of political legitimacy's
complexity and suggests that future analyses of governance must consider the
intricate relationships among power, society, and political culture. The findings
provide valuable insights into the dynamics of power within Islamic states and
continue to resonate within the governance structures of later Islamic
administrations.
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