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The Contradictory Foreign Policy Approach of the
Erdogan’s Government and Its Security Implications
for Iran in the Context of the Syrian Crisis
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Abstract

One of the main issues that has attracted the attention of all analysts of the
international system from the perspective of regional studies is the contradictory
approach of the Turkish government toward regionalism and regional crises. The
question is: how does Erdogan’s foreign policy approach explain the interests and
goals of Turkey at the regional level? It seems that the Turkish government’s foreign
policy approach in the modern era is accompanied by a kind of duality and
contradiction. This country simultaneously plays the role of an active regional power
and a mediator of stability, meanwhile pursuing its ideological and geopolitical
interests through direct interventions and exploiting regional crises. The present
fundamental-applied research follows a qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical
approach. The purpose of this research is to analyze and investigate the foreign policy
behavior of the Turkish government in regional crises, particularly the Syrian crisis
and its security implications for the Islamic Republic of Iran. The findings and results
demonstrate that the contradictory behavior of Turkey's foreign policy in the regional
debates has had effective consequences in the regional-security parameters for the
Islamic Republic of Iran. The Turkish government, by comprehensively supporting the
opponents of Bashar al-Assad’s government during his presidential term and eventual
fall, has exacerbated instability around Iran's borders and has increased threats from
Israel and the Abrahamic Axis and the presence of extra-regional powers, further
weakening the axis of resistance and reducing Iran's regional influence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The geopolitical developments in the Middle East in the last decade, especially after the
Syrian crisis, have led to significant changes in the foreign policy of regional actors. In
the meantime, Turkey's foreign policy under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has become one of the important topics of regional studies due to its dual and sometimes
contradictory behavioral pattern. In recent years, Turkey has played an important role as
one of the key and influential players in the developments of the region. Contrary to its
diplomatic appearance, Turkey has played a direct or indirect role in the emergence and
escalation of many crises that have occurred in the region. Back in time, a large number
of Middle Eastern states were part of the territory of the Ottoman Empire, which Turkey,
as a patriarch, is now trying to revive. However, one of the main issues that has attracted
the attention of all analysts of the international system from the perspective of regional
studies is the contradictory approach of the Turkish government toward regionalism and
regional crises. The question is: how does the foreign policy approach of Erdogan’s
government explain the interests and goals of Turkey at the regional level? It seems that
the foreign policy approach of the Turkish government in the new era is accompanied by
a kind of duality and contradiction. This country simultaneously plays the role of an
active regional power and a mediator of stability, meanwhile pursuing its ideological and
geopolitical interests through direct interventions and exploiting crises. The main issue of
this research is to explain the nature of this contradictory approach and examine its
security consequences for the Islamic Republic of Iran. The central question is: how has
Turkey simultaneously played the role of a mediator of stability and an interventionist
actor and what impact has this behavior had on Iran's security interests? The purpose of
this research is then to analyze and investigate the foreign policy behavior of the Turkish
government in regional crises, particularly the Syrian crisis and its security implications
for the Islamic Republic of Iran. The importance and necessity of examining Turkey's
dual behavior is because of the fact that Ankara's decisions have had and continue to
have a significant impact on the security and stability of neighboring countries,
especially Iran. For this reason, the subject of this research is not only academically
interesting but also practically important for analyzing the geopolitical situation of the
region and formulating Iranian policies.

2. Theoretical Framework

The review of literature reveals that the articles and studies published on this subject are
too general and have mostly examined the various aspects and effects of the roles of Iran
and Turkey at the level of the regional system and order, although the data from some
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them are consistent with the author's intended topic. However, the innovative aspect of
the present research is that the author, by analyzing the subject from the perspective of
the theoretical framework of constructivism and interpreting the existing data, has
examined the reason for the contradiction of the dual behavior of the Turkish
government in regional crises, particularly the Syrian crisis, and its impact on Iran's
national-regional security, thereby obtaining significant data. Constructivism emphasizes
the role of identity, perceptions, and social norms in shaping foreign policy. Accordingly,
the behavior of states is not simply a product of material interests; it is influenced by
perceptions and definitions of identity. In the case of Turkey, the neo-Ottoman identity,
the notion of regional leadership, the sense of threat from Kurdish actors, and the
identity-geopolitical competition with Iran are considered to be the most important
factors shaping its foreign policy.

3. Methodology

The present fundamental-applied research follows a qualitative method and a
descriptive-analytical approach. This method is considered the most appropriate
methodological framework to answer the research question, given the nature of the
subject which requires the analysis of structural, historical, and institutional relationships
between different variables. In this regard, data collection was carried out in a library
manner and through the review of documents, academic articles, reliable reports, and
specialized sources. The data were interpreted using a documentary analysis via the
theoretical framework of constructivism to explain the relationship between variables
and behavioral trends in Turkey. The research's emphasis on the use of primary sources
and documented statistical data has increased the validity of the research findings.

4. Discussion

The findings demonstrate that Turkey’s foreign policy towards Syria has been a
combination of ideological, security, and economic objectives. Although Turkey has
participated in diplomatic processes — such as Astana — and has presented itself as a
supporter of stability, it has supported Syrian opposition groups. This duality of behavior
has led to the rise of Turkey’s influence in the northern Syria at the cost of weakening the
central government. From Iran’s perspective, Syria is part of the strategic depth and the
connecting link of the resistance axis; therefore, the weakening of the Syrian government
has decreased Iran’s regional power, thereby increasing the role of competitors.

5. Conclusion
In general, Turkey’s foreign policy within the framework of its neo-Ottomanism and
competition for regional leadership has a pragmatic but contradictory nature. Although
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this approach has created tactical achievements for Turkey, it has fueled regional
instability. For Iran, it is essential to recognize the identity and perception parameters of
Turkey’s foreign policy and design flexible regional strategies to manage competition
and reduce its security consequences.
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