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Abstract

Climate change, as one of the most significant challenges of the contemporary era, has
profound effects on political structures and the legitimacy of states. In the
Mesopotamia region, which has a long history of environmental changes and water
resource crises, this issue is of particular importance. In this light, the research
question can be formulated as follows: How can climate change influence the
legitimacy of states and provide an opportunity for the redefinition of the political?
The aim of this study is to analyze the relationship between climate crises and the
redefinition of political power in Mesopotamia, thereby investigating whether
environmental changes can pave the way for the formation of new political norms and
institutions. It is also hypothesized that climate change not only poses a threat to the
stability of states but can also act as a driving force in redefining the political and
rebuilding state legitimacy. Through the analysis of qualitative data, it can be
estimated that climate crises, by exerting pressure on vital resources, limit and
diminish the ability of states to respond to needs, leading to the emergence of new
political solutions and structures. Understanding and managing the impacts of climate
change is essential for maintaining legitimacy and political stability in vulnerable
regions such as Mesopotamia, and the redefinition of the political can be a strategic
response to this challenge. In addition to economic and social pressures, climate
change affects the legitimacy of states and their capacity to manage vital resources. A
state that fails to respond promptly and effectively to environmental crises will face
declining public trust and increasing dissatisfaction.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Given its unique geographical and historical position, Mesopotamia has consistently witnessed
profound political and social transformations. In recent years, climate change and increased
environmental volatility have placed significant pressure on water resources and the agricultural
sector of the region. These challenges have not only impacted the daily lives of the populace but
have also raised serious questions regarding the very foundations of state legitimacy. These
questions can be framed through various perspectives. From a historical standpoint, one might ask
why Mesopotamia has historically been a site of such deep-seated political and social upheaval?
From an environmentalist perspective, questions arise concerning the specific impacts of climate
change and environmental fluctuations on the region's water resources and agriculture. It is also
crucial to investigate how pressure on water and agriculture directly affects the everyday lives of
people. Finally, through the lens of political science, a key inquiry is how these challenges affect
state legitimacy and political stability in the region?

Addressing these questions allows for a more nuanced analysis of Mesopotamia and its
multifaceted dimensions. Reduced access to water and arable lands has not only fueled local and
regional tensions but has also called into question the efficacy of governments in meeting the
fundamental needs of society. This situation underscores the growing necessity to examine the
relationship between climate change and political stability. Particularly in a region like
Mesopotamia, with its ancient legacy of centralized state formations, environmental changes can
lead to a redefinition of political concepts and new forms of interaction between the state and its
citizens. As droughts intensify and water resource crises worsen, states face a formidable test in
managing natural resources and maintaining public trust. Failure to address these challenges can
lead to diminished legitimacy and, ultimately, political instability. Therefore, a scientific and
analytical study of the link between climatic conditions and state legitimacy is of significant
importance, not only academically but also from practical and policy-making perspectives.

The impact of climate change on vital resources such as water and agricultural products can
exacerbate social discontent and place political systems under strain. In such a context, a re-
examination of concepts like power, legitimacy, and governmental accountability becomes
inevitable. Global research also indicates that climate change can, directly or indirectly, fuel
political crises. By analyzing the conditions in Mesopotamia, it is possible to develop localized
models for crisis management and strengthening state legitimacy, further highlighting the
importance of comprehensive research in this field. This study, employing an analytical approach,
seeks to elucidate the connection between environmental challenges and political structures, aiming
to propose pathways for enhancing stability and legitimacy in the region. Understanding this
linkage is crucial not only for comprehending Mesopotamia's past but also for planning its future.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theory of state legitimacy and efficacy constitutes a central pillar of political science,
interrogating the dual foundations of a government's right to rule and its capacity to govern
effectively. Legitimacy, derived from classical Weberian typology, refers to the recognized right to
exercise authority, grounded in traditional, charismatic, or rational-legal sources. It represents the
normative belief within a society that the existing political order is rightful and worthy of
obedience, thus ensuring voluntary compliance and stability without exclusive reliance on coercion.
Efficacy, or state capacity, denotes the practical ability of governmental institutions to formulate
and implement policies, deliver public goods, maintain security, and respond to societal demands.
While analytically distinct, these concepts are deeply interdependent; a state lacking efficacy in
service delivery and governance erodes its legitimacy, just as a legitimacy deficit undermines a
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state's ability to mobilize resources and enact policies efficiently, creating a potential vortex of
political decay.

The dynamic interplay between legitimacy and efficacy is critical for sustainable political
order. A state perceived as legitimate can more effectively collect taxes, enforce laws, and call for
collective sacrifices, thereby enhancing its operational efficacy. Conversely, a demonstrably
efficacious state—one that fosters economic development, ensures justice, and provides security—
generates and reinforces its own legitimacy through performance-based approval. However,
modern states face complex challenges that strain this relationship. Globalization, transnational
crises (such as climate change or pandemics), and heightened public expectations place
unprecedented demands on state capacity. When governments fail to meet these functional
demands—manifested in economic stagnation, corruption, or institutional failure—a crisis of
efficacy can rapidly cascade into a profound crisis of legitimacy. This is particularly evident in
contexts where traditional sources of legitimacy are weak or where social contracts are being
renegotiated, leading to social unrest, political fragmentation, or demands for radical systemic
change

Analyzing states through the lens of legitimacy and efficacy provides a powerful framework
for understanding political stability, development, and change. It moves beyond mere institutional
description to assess the qualitative relationship between a state and its citizenry. This theoretical
framework helps explain why some states endure despite low efficacy (relying on ideological,
traditional, or coercive legitimacy), while others with strong technical capacity may collapse due to
a legitimacy deficit. In the contemporary era, the concept of legitimacy is increasingly tied to
democratic accountability, transparency, and inclusive governance, whereas efficacy is linked to
adaptive governance, technological integration, and administrative competence. Thus, the pursuit of
a resilient political order necessitates a continuous and synergistic cultivation of both attributes,
where legitimacy grants the mandate to govern and efficacy validates that mandate through tangible
results, forming the bedrock of a stable and prosperous polity.

3. Methodology

This paper is qualitative, primarily concerned with understanding the complex nature of social
phenomena by exploring the meanings, experiences, perspectives, and contexts of individuals or
groups. Instead of seeking statistical generalizability, its goal is to achieve deep, interpretive
understanding. It employs non-numerical data—such as interviews, observations, focus groups, and
textual or visual materials—and analyzes this data through inductive reasoning to identify patterns,
themes, and narratives. Characterized by flexibility, an emergent design, and researcher reflexivity,
this approach is particularly valuable for exploring nuanced processes, uncovering underlying
motivations, and generating rich, contextual theories in fields like sociology, anthropology,
education, and political science.

4. Discussion

Governance in the era of environmental crises is compelled to reconceptualize the very notion of
justice. Justice is no longer confined to the equitable distribution of wealth within a single society; it
now encompasses environmental justice across diverse regions, between present and future
generations, and even among different biological species. Essential components of this expanded
justice include implementing policies that mitigate the vulnerability of marginalized groups,
guaranteeing equitable access to natural resources, and eschewing development models that prove
destructive for future generations. From this perspective, environmental governance gains
legitimacy only when it can establish a balance between efficiency, sustainability, and justice.
Consequently, redefining the political in the face of environmental crises entails transformations
both in the content of politics—by placing nature and ecosystems at the center of concern—and in
its actors and mechanisms—by expanding the scope of participation beyond states and traditional
elites. This evolution has rendered politics an increasingly interdisciplinary, transnational, and
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intergenerational phenomenon. Ultimately, social responses and innovative governance models can
pave the way for a transition towards a politics centered on ecological justice, social resilience, and
global responsibility.

5. Conclusion

Environmental security can be defined as the state’s ability to preserve, manage, and regenerate
vital natural resources upon which the continuity of a society's economic, social, and political life
depends. In this sense, the environment is directly linked to classical state functions, such as
ensuring human security, providing public goods, and regulating social relations. A state's failure to
manage environmental crises not only disrupts development but also undermines its capacity to
exercise effective sovereignty, thereby elevating environmental security to a core dimension of
national security. Consequently, the relationship between environmental security and state
legitimacy can be explained from a functionalist perspective. The legitimacy of states rests
significantly on citizens' perception of the state's ability to address fundamental problems and
respond to basic needs. When environmental crises—such as water scarcity, land degradation, or
widespread pollution—persist chronically and the state appears incapable of controlling or
managing them, a gap widens between societal expectations and governmental performance. This
gap erodes public trust, diminishes the acceptance of political authority, and ultimately weakens
state legitimacy. Therefore, climate change has become a structural factor in Mesopotamia,
exerting immense pressure on water and agricultural resources. The declining flow of major rivers
like the Tigris and Euphrates has intensified competition between local communities and states,
calling the legitimacy of governing authorities into question. In such conditions, states are
compelled to develop sustainable and participatory strategies for natural resource management to
maintain their control and credibility. This crisis underscores the urgent need to redefine the
relationship between state and society. Water shortages and persistent droughts have not only
caused internal displacement and exacerbated social inequalities but have also become a source of
political and social tension. These environmental pressures do not merely create economic crises;
they also challenge power structures at local and national levels, forcing states to design innovative
and flexible policies for resource management and community resilience.

Ultimately, state legitimacy in Mesopotamia is no longer confined to political systems and
existing laws but is increasingly tied to the capacity to respond effectively to environmental crises.
Ineffective water resource management and failure to ensure food security diminish governmental
credibility in the eyes of citizens. This reality demonstrates that governments must rely on scientific
data and adaptive approaches to confront climate change. On the other hand, climate crises may
also create an opportunity to redefine the political in the region by transforming traditional
boundaries of power and legitimacy. In this process, local communities, civil society organizations,
and transnational actors can play key roles in crisis management and shaping regional policies,
fostering broader civic participation and transforming decision-making structures.

The experience of environmental crises has proven that security and political stability in
Mesopotamia cannot be achieved through authoritarian approaches alone. In contrast, participatory
governance and evidence-based policymaking can help build trust between the state and society.
Such a governance model not only enhances governmental accountability but also preserves its
legitimacy during crises. In conclusion, climate change, while presenting severe environmental
challenges, has also created opportunities for redefining politics and governance in Mesopotamia.
To maintain legitimacy and stability, states are compelled to embrace sustainable and participatory
policies. This trend indicates that environmental crises can act as catalysts for political and social
transformation, steering institutions toward greater flexibility and accountability.
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