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Abstract

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the social, cultural, and political
challenges in “contemporary Mesopotamia” and examines the pivotal role of “love”
and “resistance” in confronting the destructive phenomena of “war” and “terrorism” in
the novel “Unity Will Not Die” by Saad Jarjis Said. The main objective is to analyze
the author’s creative ways of representing these key concepts. The focus is on how
symbolism is used, especially the placement of the Tigris River as a multifaceted
symbol of collective memory, history, and identity, as well as the use of poetic
language to depict lived experiences in the context of historical turmoil. The research
analyzes the text of the novel with a descriptive-analytical approach and with reference
to the literature of sustainability. The results show that love, embodied in the
relationship between Maryam and Kamel, is the main driving force of individual and
collective resistance to discrimination and social pressures. The Tigris River, as a
lasting symbol of collective memory, bears witness to this love and resistance,
reflecting people’s anger at injustices and their hope for the future. The author
skillfully uses symbols such as water (memory), soil (roots and belonging), and the
return of refugees (resistance to exile), to present a vivid and multi-layered picture of
society. The final message of the novel highlights the ability of love, resistance, and
hopes to overcome difficulties and achieve a better future, and emphasizes the
importance of preserving human values in the midst of unrest.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the social, cultural, and political challenges
in “contemporary Mesopotamia” and examines the pivotal role of “love” and
“resistance” in confronting the destructive phenomena of “war” and “terrorism” in the
novel “Unity Will Not Die” by Saad Jarjis Said. The main objective is to analyze the
author’s creative ways of representing these key concepts. The focus is on how
symbolism is used, especially the placement of the Tigris River as a multifaceted symbol
of collective memory, history, and identity, as well as the use of poetic language to
depict lived experiences in the context of historical turmoil. The research analyzes the
text of the novel with a descriptive-analytical approach and with reference to the
literature of sustainability. The results show that love, embodied in the relationship
between Maryam and Kamel, is the main driving force of individual and collective
resistance to discrimination and social pressures. The Tigris River, as a lasting symbol of
collective memory, bears witness to this love and resistance, reflecting people’s anger at
injustices and their hope for the future. The author skillfully uses symbols such as water
(memory), soil (roots and belonging), and the return of refugees (resistance to exile), to
present a vivid and multi-layered picture of society. The final message of the novel
highlights the ability of love, resistance, and hope to overcome difficulties and achieve a
better future, and emphasizes the importance of preserving human values in the midst of
unrest.

2. Methodology

Within the framework of interdisciplinary studies of literature and politics, literary texts
created in conflict zones are considered as primary sources for understanding political
actions from the perspective of lived experience and discursive resistance. This approach
shows that literature is not simply a passive mitror, but itself becomes an active arena for
challenging narratives of power and politics. By focusing on the axes of “love” and
“resistance” in the novel, this research will fill the existing research gap in the analysis of
war literature and its response to contemporary Mesopotamian political structures. The
ultimate goal is to show how the novel introduces love as a vital force and a driving force
for resistance against destructive political policies. This research seeks to answer the
following questions: How does the novel "The Units of Death" depict the manifestations
of love and resistance in the face of war and terrorism in Mesopotamia, using the symbol
of the river and poetic language, and how do these two concepts intertwine and
strengthen the power of hope and survival in the midst of destruction? And what is the
main message of the novel "The Units of Death" regarding hope and survival in the
context of destruction caused by war and terrorism in Mesopotamia, and how is this
message conveyed through the representation of love and resistance in the story? This
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research aims to deeply analyze the novel "The Units of Death" by Saad Jarjis Said, and
to explore how love is represented in its various forms and its impact on the characters
and the narrative. Also, this research examines the methods of resistance against war and
terrorism and analyzes the key role of love as the driving force of this resistance in the
structure of the novel. Next, by exploring the symbolism, especially the symbol of the
"old river" and the poetic language of the work, a comprehensive analysis is made of
how the concepts of love and resistance are conveyed and the novel's ultimate message
about hope, survival, and human bonds in the midst of destruction.

3. Discussion

Saad Jarjis Said's novel, "They Will Not Die," is set within the historical and cultural
geography of Mesopotamia, a land that has been the cradle of civilization, language,
love, and resistance for millennia. This study shows that the author, relying on this
heritage, builds his narrative not only in the context of contemporary war and terrorism
in Iraq, but also in a deep connection with the historical memory of the land of the Tigris
and Euphrates. In this novel, Mesopotamia is elevated from the level of a place to the
level of a symbol; a symbol of the continuity of human life against the forces of
destruction, and an arena where love and hope are revived in the midst of ashes and
destruction. An analysis of the symbol of the Tigris in the work shows that the river
represents the continuous flow of history and the collective memory of the people of
Mesopotamia. The Tigris not only witnesses political and social developments, but also
carries the silent voice of people who have repeatedly faced war, migration, and
discrimination over the centuries. Using poetic language, the author introduces this river
as the beating heart of the region; a heart that reflects the love of Maryam and Kamel and
transforms it into an allegory of human connection amidst the flood of violence.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

The Tigris River as a symbol of love and resistance: after the scene of the beating, the
author says: "The river crosses the shore in anger; Because he is a witness of love, he
feels guilt, and he is surrounded by sorrow, because he is the one who binds two hearts
on the shore, one of them sings for the last, he dwells in complete darkness in the desert
of Khufa and the end of the story. (Ibid.: 45) (The angry river is about to overflow its
banks; because it is a witness to love and feels guilty, and its sorrow has seized it,
because it was he who lured two hearts to its banks so that one would sing for the other.
If it were not for him, Kamel would live in the desert of his fear and the story would be
over. If it were not for him, the words of love would wither, and the letters of love would
die inside the caves of fear and expectation.) These sentences introduce the Tigris River
as a witness to love and resistance. The river is angry at the injustice done to Kamel and
feels guilty that it caused this love. But at the same time, it knows that this love is worth
preserving.
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Love as a source of hope: The author says: “Kamel is absent from Mashhad al-
Quraiyah, and his story is absent, it remains preserved in the books of the cliff that is
reserved for everyone who strikes or insults Kamel; For he knows that this love is more
sublime than to be killed, and that it is too late to end with blood shed and a faint sigh,
for he has gone out of the ordinary.” (Ibid: 45) (Kamel disappears from the village scene,
but his story does not disappear, it remains preserved in the abyssal notebooks that
enmity with everyone who hit or insulted Kamel; for he knows that this love is more
sublime than to be killed, and that it is too great to end with blood shed and a faint groan,
because he has gone out of the ordinary.) Even after Kamel’s disappearance, the story of
his and Mary’s love remains in the memory as a source of hope and inspiration. Their
love shows that even in the darkest of circumstances, there is hope for the future.
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