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Examining the Mazdak's Movement within the Framework of
the Iranian Cosmological Model
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Abstract

Mazdak and the thoughts of Mazdakism can be considered one of the intellectual and
political turning points in ancient Iran. This movement, both in the Sasanian and
ancient Iranian periods, has shown itself to be opposed to the fundamental concepts of
Zoroastrian cosmology, such as "Asa" and "Far Kiani (divine charisma)", and in this
regard, the structure of political legitimacy. Mazdak's teachings, including the sharing
of property and family relationships, were not only just, but also disruptive to the
moral, religious, and class foundations of society. This article, with a descriptive-
analytical approach, shows that the Mazdakism movement, within the framework of
Ashe's cosmology, is a distorted and distorted thought and in practice, weakens the
institution of the family, private property and social cohesion. In the realm of politics,
since Iranian governments considered themselves the executors of the cosmic order,
they considered this religious view to be an existential threat to the sacred order and
dealt with it. According to the hypothesis of this article, the severe suppression of this
movement by Anushirvan was in fact an attempt to restore cosmic balance and
maintain religious-political legitimacy. By examining historical sources and later
perspectives, this article presents a multi-layered picture of the nature, motivations,
and consequences of this movement, and shows why Mazdak's teachings were seen by
the Sasanian regime not as reformist but as a fundamental deviation from the
established order.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present research is organized within the context of the history of political thought in
ancient Iran, especially the Sasanian Empire period. During this period, social and
political order was formed not solely on the basis of legal or economic rules, but also on
the basis of a cosmological and symbolic logic in which concepts such as essence, truth,
and the essence of being, and self-reliance played a fundamental role. These concepts
created a framework in which politics, religion, and ontology operated inextricably, and
any social or economic change was seen as a threat to the entire order.

The Mazdakite movement, in this perspective, was not a reformist or justice-seeking
movement, but a disruption in the cosmological foundations of the Sasanian Empire
order. Mazdak's teachings, by negating the sacred hierarchy and proposing the
redistribution of property, practically meant the collapse of a network of institutional
meaning-making and the disruption of the connection between Asa and Far Kiani (divine
charisma). Therefore, the reaction of the elites and the government should be understood
in the context of defending meaning and legitimacy, not simply protecting economic
privileges.

The necessity of this research arises from the fact that many historical narratives have
represented the Mazdak movement in the form of a social movement seeking justice;
however, in the internal logic of the Sasanian Empire system, this movement was an
existential threat to the cosmological order. The main goal of the article is to show that
the resistance to Mazdak should be analyzed as a defense of a self-sustaining symbolic
system that derived political legitimacy from its connection to the cosmic order.
Accordingly, the present study attempts to present a coherent picture of the relationship
between the cosmological order and the Khishkari (function) and Asa in the Sasanian
order and to redefine the position of the Mazdak's movement within this framework.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is based on the intertwining of cosmological
concepts in Iranshahri's thought. In this tradition, politics and legitimacy were defined
based on a sacred connection with the order of existence. Key concepts such as Asa, Far
Kiani (divine charisma), Khishkari (function), and Daruyj (Lie), constitute the main pillars
of this framework.

As the principle of cosmic truth and harmony, Asa was not only a moral criterion but
also the foundation of social and political order. Any political or social action consistent
with the Asa was considered legitimate, and any deviation was condemned as
Daruj(Lie). Far Kiani(divine charisma) placed the monarchy in direct connection with
the cosmic order. Self-interest also determined the ontological task of each class and
established the class structure as a reflection of the cosmic order.



435 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2025, Vol. 4, Issue 3, pp. 433-464

In this framework, politics should be understood as a symbolic system that derived
its legitimacy from its connection with the cosmos. Any social or economic change, if
incompatible with the Asa, was perceived as an existential threat. Thus, the article's
theoretical framework allows us to analyze the Mazdak's movement as a disruption of
the symbolic order and a threat to Asa and Far Kiani (divine charisma).

3. Methodology
The methodology is based on a discourse-analytic approach that aims not to merely
reconstruct historical events, but to understand the symbolic and institutional
mechanisms that produced legitimacy and social order in Sasanian Iran. Historical and
religious sources are read as texts that carry legitimizing and exclusionary discourses.
This research uses historical discourse analysis; texts are examined as arenas of
semantic conflict. The labeling of Mazdak and his followers shows how elites used Asa
and Daruj (Lie) to redefine the boundaries of legitimacy. Conceptual analysis explores
key concepts (Asa, Far Kiani, Khishkari, Daruj) and demonstrates their political-
symbolic function. Technical and textual comparison studies religious, political, and
historical texts to reveal continuity or change in legitimacy narratives.

4. Discussion
The analysis of Mazdak's teachings and the reaction of the Sasanian government shows
that this movement was not simply a social or economic movement, but an existential
threat to the foundations of the order. The proposal to redistribute property and negate
the sacred hierarchy was seen as the collapse of self-interest and the disruption of order.
Therefore, Mazdak's teachings threatened the semantic foundation of society. Using the
concepts of essence and Daruj (Lie), elites introduced Mazdak's teachings as a corruption
of existence. The Sasanian king, as the bearer of the cosmic lineage, had an ontological
duty to preserve it. Therefore, Khosrow Anushirvan's reaction must be understood within
the framework of defending the Far Kiani (divine charisma) and reproducing legitimacy.
These reactions show that Sasanian politics was based on cosmological mechanisms.
Any change in the social structure was represented as a threat to the Asa and the Far
Kiani (divine charisma) and was contained by legal and coercive means. Therefore,
Mazdak’s teachings must be analyzed as a disruptive manifestation of cosmology and
social structure. The reaction of the elite and monarchy was a defense against the
collapse of meaning, guaranteeing the legitimacy of repression.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions
The present research showed that the social and political order in Sasanian Iran was
based on cosmology; the concepts of Asa, Far Kiani (divine charisma), and Khishkari
(function) constituted its pillars. Any change in the social or economic structure, if
incompatible with Asa, was represented as an existential threat to the system.

The Mazdakite movement was a disruption in the symbolic order. By rejecting the
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sacred hierarchy and proposing property redistribution, Mazdak's teachings disrupted the
bond between Asa and Far Kiani (divine charisma). The reaction of the elite should be
seen as a defense against the collapse of meaning.

The results show that resistance to Mazdak cannot be understood solely in terms of
economic conflict. Rather, it should be analyzed as a symbolic and cosmological defense
that aimed to maintain semantic coherence and prevent the redefinition of legitimacy.
This analysis shows that Sasanian politics was based on cosmological narratives rather
than material logic.

From a theoretical perspective, this research highlights the importance of symbolic
concepts in the production of legitimacy. Concepts such as Asa and Far Kiani (divine
charisma) were political tools that enabled the legitimacy of the monarchy. Finally, this
study emphasizes the necessity of rereading the Mazdak's movement within the internal
logic of the Sasanian system, showing it was more an existential threat to the
cosmological and symbolic order than a movement seeking justice.
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