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Abstract

In recent decades, United States foreign policy has increasingly been influenced by
non-state actors and emerging political forces. This article examines the role of the
Tea Party movement in shaping U.S. foreign policy discourse and behavior toward
the Islamic Republic of Iran. As a manifestation of right-wing political
fundamentalism in the United States, the Tea Party was able—through a network of
politicians, media institutions, think tanks, and financial backers—to exert
significant influence over Republican Party discourse. One of the principal
consequences of this influence was the intensification of skepticism toward
multilateral diplomacy and nuclear agreements, which was reflected in the Tea
Party’s strong opposition to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
its active support for the Trump administration’s “maximum pressure” strategy
against Iran. Drawing on neoclassical realism and security discourse analysis, this
study demonstrates that the Tea Party not only contributed to the escalation of U.S.
hostility toward Iran, but also played a central role in shaping foreign policymaking
processes by influencing the selection of policymakers and decision-making
institutions. This research employs the qualitative method of process tracing. The
findings indicate that domestic political fundamentalism can lead to the
reinforcement of aggressive foreign policy orientations, the erosion of diplomatic
capacity, and shifts in geopolitical priorities. This case study underscores the
necessity of identifying emerging domestic actors and understanding the discourses
that shape public opinion and party structures in order to achieve a comprehensive
analysis of states’ external behavior. The objective of this article is to provide a
deeper understanding of the complex linkages between domestic and foreign policy
within the U.S. political system—Ilinkages that, in the case of Iran, have affected
both tactical approaches and the broader conceptual frameworks underlying U.S.
perceptions.
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! Securitizing Actor
2 Audience

® Referent Object

4 Security
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! Speech Act

2 Sharia law is infiltrating America

®The Muslim Brotherhood has infiltrated the White House
# Securitizing Speech Act

% Evil Regime

® Anti-Christian

" Supporter of Islamic Terrorism
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! Lifting the issue above normal politics
2 Appeasement
% Betrayal of Western Civilization
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! Divine Blessings
Z Chosen Nation

% Divine Plan
“Evil
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! Christian Culture
2 Golden Age
% House Freedom Caucus
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! Michele Bachmann

2 Tea Party Caucus

% The world’s number one state sponsor of terrorism
# Iran Terror Finance Transparency Act

% Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act
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! Sworn enemy of America

2 State sponsor of terror

% Betrayal of American values
“ Terrorist regime
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! The theocratic regime that spreads evil

2 A pathway to funding terrorism

® Theological threat

*The Muslim Brotherhood has infiltrated the highest levels of the U.S. government

% The creeping influence of Sharia

® Sharia law is trying to creep into the U.S., and we have to stop it before it takes hold
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! An unnecessary provocation

2|slam is a political movement wrapped in a religion

% There are Muslims who want peace, but Islam as a system is dangerous
*How do we know who the moderate Muslims are? Who can we trust?

% Tea Party Express

® Worshipping the terrorists
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! Structured Islamophobia

2 Tough sanctions

% Tea Party Patriots

*The worst deal in American history
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! The leading financier of radical Islamic terrorism
2 Christians United for Israel

% Stop Iran Now

*The worst deal ever
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2 Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act
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