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Abstract

The trade war between the United States and China during the period 2017—
2025 has emerged as one of the most challenging developments in the international
trade order. This development has intensified with the adoption of protectionist
policies by the United States and has acquired broad economic, technological, and
institutional dimensions. Focusing on these dimensions, the present article seeks to
answer the following question: how have U.S. actions in resorting to a trade war
with China between 2017 and 2025 affected the multilateral international trade
order? The research hypothesis, formulated within a descriptive—analytical
framework and examined through documentary research methods, holds that during
the period 2017-2025 the United States—acting as a hegemon in contention with
the very order it established—has, by pursuing a competitive approach toward
China in global trade, reinforced protectionist practices over cooperative
mechanisms within the global trading system and weakened the foundations of the
liberal multilateral order. In this regard, the findings indicate that U.S.—China trade
and technological competition is not a temporary or episodic project, but rather a
structural and enduring process that has persisted despite changes in
administrations. This competition has contributed to the polarization of the global
market, the weakening of multilateral institutions, and the reconfiguration of global
supply chains. These developments present both opportunities and challenges for
other countries, including Iran. Capitalizing on these opportunities requires
proactive policymaking, trade diversification, and the enhancement of technological
capabilities.
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