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Abstract

In the current international system, population is one of the fundamental
elements determining a country’s power status. This article, using an
evolutionary future studies approach, assesses the role of Iran's population
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in its potential transformation into a global actor by 2050. The statistical

I population includes major and emerging global powers—China, India, the

United States, Russia, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, lIrag, and Iran—

el selected through purposive sampling. Data were analyzed using
02 February 2025 comparative methods and scenario-based forecasting. Findings indicate
Revised: that by 2050, Iran will have a population of approximately 99 million and

08 Si‘?fé?feeé:zozs a GDP of about $700 billion, which remains significantly lower than

03 December 2025 countries like China, India, and the United States. Without proper
Published: management of its demographic window of opportunity and significant
22 December 2025 qeyelopment in economic and military sectors, Iran cannot achieve global
P.P: 125-166 X . .
actor status. This study shows that only nations with both large
populations and substantial wealth can become dominant powers. Despite
-[ its strategic geopolitical position and regional diplomatic networks in
West Asia, Iran will most likely remain a strong regional power rather
ISSN: 2717-3674 than a global actor. Therefore, comprehensive planning and investment in
E-ISSN: 2717-3666 . . .
technological and economic development are essential for Iran to leverage
| its demographic and geographic potential effectively.
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