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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Gaza crisis, which escalated into a full-scale war following
the events of October 7, 2023, became a focal point of
international attention. Countries around the world, influenced
by domestic and external conditions, adopted different
approaches to the crisis and played varying roles accordingly.
Meanwhile, the member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC)—including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, and Kuwait—each pursued distinct
policies based on their national interests and perceptions of the
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crisis. As a result, significant variation can be observed among
these six countries, ranging from support for Hamas and other
Palestinian groups to neutrality or even support for Israel. In
this respect, the present study aimed to examine foreign
policies of GCC member states regarding the Gaza War. Given
the diversity of GCC foreign policy responses to this
extraordinary crisis, a single-level analysis is insufficient to
explain these differences. The Middle East—as a region
characterized by deep-seated geopolitical, ideological,
religious, and ethnic cleavages, as well as the involvement of
extra-regional powers—presents a uniquely intricate
environment for political analysis. The interplay of these multi-
layered and often conflicting elements makes it especially
challenging to interpret and predict foreign policy behavior in
this context. Therefore, the current analysis relied on
neoclassical realism, which allows for a multilevel analytical
framework capable of accounting for variations in state
behavior. The central research questions were as follows: What
factors have influenced foreign policies of GCC countries
toward the Gaza crisis following October 7, 2023? How have
these factors manifested in their respective responses? And
how can these differences be explained within the framework
of neoclassical realism?

Materials and Methods

The current research adopted an analytical-explanatory
methodology and drew on the most recent library and media
sources. Neoclassical realism was employed as the theoretical
framework for analyzing the foreign policies of the actors
involved. Given the complexity of the ongoing conflict in
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Gaza, it is argued that a multi-causal analytical framework is
better suited to explaining the foreign policy behavior of GCC
countries, as it simultaneously accounts for systemic-level
structural pressures and unit-level internal dynamics, including
leadership perceptions and state—society relations.

Results and Discussion

It seems the common position of all GCC countries was based
on opposing the killing of civilians, condemning Israel’s
human rights violations, and preventing the spread of the
conflict to other parts of the region. At the same time, Qatar,
Oman, and Kuwait adopted more explicit positions against
Israel and its inhumane actions. Qatar, in particular, as the
principal mediator between the warring parties, sought to
enhance its regional and international role. The attitude of each
of the six countries toward Hamas also constituted an important
factor shaping their respective approaches to the war. Saudi
Arabia’s policy toward the war has been shaped by several
factors, including the prestige and status it claims among Arab
countries—which creates pressure to adopt a stance supportive
of the people of Gaza—its opposition to Hamas, and its interest
in establishing relations with Israel. Additional influences
include Saudi Arabia’s general alignment with efforts to
eliminate Hamas, its focus on economic growth, and its process
of de-traditionalization, all of which require preventing the
expansion of the conflict across the region. In contrast, the
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have adopted positions that
differ from those of other GCC countries. This divergence can
largely be attributed to their normalization of relations with
Israel under the Abraham Accords.



YA+Summer 2025 | No. 42 | Vol. 11 | The State Studies Quarterly |

Conclusion

One of the core contributions of neoclassical realism lies in its
capacity to explain variations in the foreign policies of different
states by incorporating both systemic-level (international)
factors and unit-level (domestic) dynamics. As the findings
made clear, the approaches of GCC countries towards the
ongoing war in Gaza are shaped by both systemic and domestic
factors. However, domestic or state-level variables (i.e., unit-
level variables) played a significant role in shaping the foreign
policy of these countries regarding the Gaza crisis.

Keywords: Gaza crisis, Neoclassical realism, Gulf
Cooperation Council, Foreign policy, State-level variables
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