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Extended Abstract

Introduction

International politics is a sphere shaped by foreign policy of
individual states. Meanwhile, foreign policy of states proceeds
according to a set of prescribed strategies. The decision to
choose and change the strategy is influenced by the mindset of
decision-makers, the historical evolution of the country’s
international relations, interactions between states, and the
accumulated experiences. States traditionally adopt neutrality,
isolationism, alliance, or non-alignment to advance their
foreign policy; these strategies are generally known as
traditional strategies formed within a historical context specific
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to each state. The present study aimed to examine the
differences and similarities between the traditional strategies
and hedging, as an emerging strategy in foreign policy. The
scholarship on state strategies has a pedigree both in the field
of international relations and strategic studies. The former
considers strategies within the framework of foreign policy
analysis, so strategy selection is placed under the rubric of
policymaking. Alternatively, the literature of strategic studies
(later to be transformed into security studies) tends to view
strategies in the context of the Cold War; therefore, they are
discussed in relation to the phenomenon of war and its
probability of occurrence. Examining state strategies within the
framework of states’ foreign policy, the present study aimed to
conduct a comparative analysis between hedging and
traditional state strategies, namely alliance, neutrality,
isolationism, and non-alignment. Considering the novelty of
hedging—both as a concept and a foreign policy strategy—it
seems necessary to recognize its similarities and differences
with other foreign policy strategies that prevail in the fields of
international relations and have a long-standing history in the
discourse of national and international politicians and
diplomats.

Materials and Methods

The study used a library research protocol to collect the data
from primary and secondary sources. It dealt with the
similarities and differences between state strategies, using a



3| Talebi Arani

comparative method and content analysis of qualitative data
found in the texts of foreign policy analysis. The objective was
to arrive at a proper assessment of hedging and its position in
foreign policy analysis.

Results and Discussion

Hedging differs significantly from traditional strategies in
several respects. Hedging is not related to threats but to risks.
It can incorporate all other strategies and cover their behavioral
aspects. Moreover, hedging is a strategy for managing one’s
own situation, not a strategy for controlling the actions of
others or external events. It involves a kind of continuous and
comprehensive cooperation in the international environment.
This strategy does not have the potential to cause conflict;
instead, it adopts a positive view on the international arena and
requires that states be proactive rather than reactive. Finally,
hedging is never based on a mental assumption about the
intentions of others; the hedger state always calculates its
circumstantial contingencies.

Conclusion

The current inquiry highlighted hedging as a distinct foreign
policy strategy that differs fundamentally from traditional
approaches such as alliance, neutrality, isolationism, and non-
alignment. Hedging offers states a comprehensive means of
navigating uncertainty in contemporary international politics.
The findings show its growing relevance within foreign policy
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analysis and international relations scholarship.

Keywords: Foreign policy analysis, Comparative analysis,
State strategies, Hedging.
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