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Extended Abstract

Introduction: For religious governance to remain simultaneously faithful to Islamic founda-
tions and effective in societal administration, it requires a methodical linkage between juris-
prudential theory and social realities. Political figh (jurisprudence), as the primary normative
framework of Islamic governance, plays a pivotal role in establishing this link. However,
methodological weaknesses—particularly in “subject identification” (mawdii -shenast) and
“Instance identification” (masddq-shendasi)—can widen the gap between theory and practice,
thereby undermining the efficacy of religious governance. The central inquiry of this study
concerns the role of subject and instance identification within the methodology of political
figh and how these two domains contribute to producing a jurisprudence suited to the needs
of contemporary Islamic governance. The objective is to rethink the methodological founda-
tions of political figh by focusing on these two components to foster constructive interaction
between jurisprudential theory and socio-political realities.

Methods: Adopting a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of the philosophy
of applied sciences (falsafeh-ye muzayf), this study draws on conceptual and foundational
analyses within the literature of usil al-figh (principles of jurisprudence) to examine the
theoretical underpinnings and methodological shortcomings of political figh. Additionally,
through a critical assessment of the seminary (hawza) educational system and prevailing pat-
terns of jurisprudential reasoning, this study identifies key challenges in subject and instance
identification. Based on this analysis, it offers proposals for reconnecting the methodology
of political figh with the practical demands of modern religious governance.

Results and discussion: The findings indicate that distinguishing between text-based
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(mansiis) and non-text-based subjects is essential to an effective methodological framework.
In text-based subjects, neglecting contextual indicators—such as rational conventions (ir-
tikazat), the suitability between ruling and subject (munasabat al-hukm wa al-mawdii ),
and normative implication (insiraf)—may result in rigid literalism and detachment from
contemporary needs. Conversely, attention to these indicators facilitates accurate subject
reconstruction and enhances the responsiveness of figh to modern issues. Non-text-based
subjects, which constitute the majority of contemporary issues in political figh, involve com-
plex political and social transformations. Accurate identification requires engagement with
modern disciplines, particularly political science, sociology, and international relations. Re-
liance solely on traditional methods in this domain risks distancing jurisprudential reasoning
from empirical realities and fostering unsubstantiated analogies. In the domain of instance
identification (masdag-shenasi), while expert knowledge is indispensable, excluding the
jurist from the process of applying principles to external realities creates a disconnect be-
tween theory and practice, leading to abstract theorization and the “practical secularization”
of governance. Juristic involvement is essential for two reasons: first, discerning the stronger
underlying rationale (manat al-agwa) in cases of value conflict; and second, establishing
valid criteria for secondary titles ( ‘anawin thanawiyyah) to prevent the instrumental use of
concepts such as harm (darar), necessity (darirah), or expediency (maslahah) to justify
state actions.

Conclusion: Without a methodological reconsideration of subject and instance identifica-
tion, political figh cannot effectively fulfill its strategic role in religious governance. Such a
shift requires rigorous attention to temporal-spatial indicators in text-based subjects, engage-
ment with political science expertise in non-text-based subjects, and the active participation
of jurists in identifying external instances. Developing a robust methodology in these areas is
essential for preserving the synthesis of “Islamicity” and governance efficiency, thereby pre-
venting theoretical-practical disjunctions. Accordingly, seminaries should revise their cur-
ricula and strengthen interdisciplinary training to prepare jurists for emerging complexities.
The future of religious governance depends on this fundamental methodological rethinking.
Keywords: Methodology, Topic Identification, Application Recognition, Religious Govern-
ance, Political Jurisprudence.
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