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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The discourse regarding China’s position within the contemporary interna-
tional system remains a pivotal concern for foreign policy analysts. This article addresses a
central inquiry: How does China conceptualize the hegemonization of its global standing,
and what strategic role does Africa occupy in this trajectory? The primary objective of this
research is to provide a critical analysis of China-Africa relations that transcends purely
economic or geopolitical dimensions, focusing instead on how Chinese hegemony on the
continent is constructed, maintained, and contested. The research hypothesis posits that
China seeks to establish a dominant position through a dual mechanism of “consent” and
“coercion,” which is increasingly met by the active agency of African actors. This process,
framed within Antonio Gramsci’s concept of a “war of position,” renders the relationship
dynamic and perpetually negotiated. By applying Gramscian hegemonic theory, this study
examines the latent layers of power, intellectual and cultural leadership, and the influence
over civil society to offer a more profound understanding of China’s burgeoning presence.
Methods: This study adopts a qualitative, analytical approach, utilizing thematic analysis
to identify and interpret salient patterns. Data were synthesized from library resources,
scholarly documents, official reports, and relevant primary texts. The analytical process
followed several rigorous stages: data familiarization, initial code generation, thematic
mapping, and the refinement and definition of themes. The theoretical framework is an-
chored in Gramscian concepts, including hegemony, consent and coercion, organic ideol-
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ogy, organic intellectuals, the historic bloc, and the war of position. This study offers an
innovative contribution by cohesively applying these specific theories to the analysis of
Chinese influence in a contemporary African context.

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that China’s strategy in Africa is a so-
phisticated synthesis of “consent” and “coercion.” This strategy involves massive infra-
structure investments (e.g., railways and ports), extensive lending ($153 billion between
2000 and 2022), and the dissemination of narratives such as “win-win cooperation” and
“South-South solidarity” via state-owned media, Confucius Institutes, and the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). Key instruments include the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), which fosters economic dependency, and the “Community of Shared Future”
for ideological alignment—exemplified by the 2024 FOCAC commitment of $50 billion
for African development by 2035. While these efforts cultivate an organic ideology and
align local elites, they are shadowed by concerns over “debt-trap diplomacy” and a perva-
sive lack of transparency. In response, African agency manifests as a “war of position”—
encompassing investigative journalism, civil society activism, labor union movements,
academic critique, and Pan-African initiatives like Agenda 2063. African leaders, such as
Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, engage with China strategically, while civil society focuses on
labor rights, environmental impacts, and the long-term risks of structural dependency.
Conclusion: China’s hegemony in Africa is not a form of traditional colonial domination
but a novel type of hegemony predicated on economic consent, ideological alignment,
and structural dependency. This process is far from unilateral; it is a dynamic relation-
ship whose future depends heavily on African agency, global shifts, and China’s capacity
to sustain consent. While strategic elite engagement has spurred economic growth (with
trade reaching $282 billion in 2023) and prompted shifts toward the “Chinese model” of
governance, it has also introduced challenges of inequality and reliance. This analysis
underscores that hegemony is a site of constant negotiation; through a “war of position,”
Africa can redefine its standing in the global order. Future research should prioritize spe-
cific country case studies and the role of organic intellectuals to better capture the diverse
impacts of and responses to this evolving relationship.
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3. Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII)
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1. ANCIR: African Network of Centers for Investigative Reporting
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