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Abstract

The realization of a revolutionary political culture—as one of the foundational pillars
of legitimacy and national cohesion in the Islamic Republic of Iran—has encountered
complex challenges in the face of a mediatized society. These challenges include intense
competition among rival discourses, the emergence of undesirable political attitudes,
political anomie, and difficulties in attracting and sustaining public satisfaction and active
participation. In such an environment, the design and implementation of effective cultural
and media policies appear essential for establishing and promoting a revolutionary political
culture. The present study, drawing on Laclau and Mouffe’s framework of discursive
hegemony, posits that the establishment of a hegemonic discourse of revolutionary political
culture hinges on fulfilling four key conditions: universality, accessibility, credibility, and
support capacity. This theoretical framework—grounded in the concept of hegemony as the
attainment of hegemonic status through persuasion and consent rather than coercion—
provides a suitable foundation for devising effective policies within Iran’s mediatized
environment. To this end, the research adopts a qualitative approach and employs semi-
structured interviews to collect and analyze the perspectives of ten elites from the fields of
communication, political sociology, and cultural policy. In the realm of universality, the
findings indicate that for the discourse of revolutionary political culture to become
pervasive, revolutionary concepts and values must be redefined in contemporary language
to address the needs and concerns of all societal generations. Employing indigenous
dialects and current cultural idioms, while respecting the linguistic and cultural diversity
of the nation’s various ethnic groups, is of particular importance. Furthermore, linking
messages to national cultural roots—such as myths, history, and literature—plays an
effective role in strengthening collective morale and fostering a sense of belonging to
revolutionary political culture. Replacing top-down and one-sided approaches with the
creation of platforms for dialogue and active public participation represents a crucial step
toward achieving universality and broad dissemination of the discourse. Providing tangible
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evidence and practical examples of the efficacy of revolutionary values in resolving social
issues helps demonstrate the practical viability of this culture and enhances public trust.
The second condition, accessibility, emphasizes the necessity of an active and widespread
presence of the discourse within a diverse media ecosystem. Messages of revolutionary
political culture must be disseminated through various media outlets, beyond any media
monopoly, to reach the general audience. Utilizing diverse and engaging content formats—
such as text, images, videos, and micro-content—collaborating with trusted societal
cultural authorities, operating on global platforms, and producing multilingual content
are key policies for expanding audience reach. Additionally, developing communication
infrastructure, particularly in deprived areas, to ensure equitable access to high-speed
internet and digital tools, as well as empowering media actors through modern media
literacy training and communication skills, are critical factors in enhancing the quality and
impact of messages. The third condition, credibility, emphasizes honesty, truthfulness, and
transparency in messaging. Messages must be grounded in facts to earn public trust.
Consistency between words and actions—that is, alignment between proclaimed messages
and practical measures—is another key factor in enhancing credibility. Relying on verifiable
evidence, leveraging expertise, clearly distinguishing objective reporting from value-based
analysis, maintaining relative media independence from political factionalism, and
designing messages with a national perspective beyond partisan biases all foster broader
audience trust. Engaging socially trusted figures who enjoy high public credibility plays an
effective role in conveying messages and bolstering media legitimacy. Finally, transparency
in operations and the provision of clear, accessible reports on activities and achievements
strengthen the media-audience relationship and boost public confidence. The fourth
condition, support capacity, refers to the development of communication and cultural
infrastructure alongside the adoption and enforcement of supportive legislation. In this
domain, prioritizing the enhancement of content quality in aligned media outlets over
merely increasing their quantity holds particular importance. Empowering civil society
through support for non-governmental organizations, cultural associations, and media actors;
providing financial and intellectual resources for producing engaging, indirect educational
content aimed at internalizing revolutionary values; and establishing a strategic coordinating
institution to oversee and harmonize media policies are essential measures to ensure the
continuity and effectiveness of the discourse of revolutionary political culture. Encouraging
spontaneous public support by clarifying policy objectives and outcomes, as well as
designing a dynamic support system grounded in continuous feedback and adaptability to
social and technological changes, are further requirements in this area. Ultimately, this
study argues that the path to realizing revolutionary political culture in today’s mediatized
Iran should rely less on hard power instruments and more on processes of persuasion,
securing voluntary participation, and earning the active consent of society. The four
identified hegemonic conditions and their associated policies provide an operational and
practical roadmap for navigating this path. The findings of this research can serve as a guide
for policymakers, cultural planners, and media activists in formulating and implementing
more effective strategies, thereby contributing to the strengthening of revolutionary
political culture amid the challenges and rapid transformations of the media landscape.
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