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Highlights

- Postmodernism — such as a New-Normal - determines distinct notions of experience in continuity while changing.

- The Contemporary Architecture is the same event that guides a fundamental transformation in a program-oriented and
practical function.

- Iran Contemporary Architecture (ICA) is a representation of the same function that with a realistic approach, inevitably
leads to the occurrence of an event!

- Whatthe crisis of new disenchantment era, has brought to the Iranian human is the necessity of historical self-knowledge.

- Iran Contemporary architecture (ICA) is an event - Becoming - between truth (narcissism to self-destruction) and essence
(self-belief) in confrontation among being Iranian or remaining Iranian.
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of desired situation, it justifies and defends existing situation and in a reading of order
after disorder deals It expresses the question (nihilistic) of failure between the loss of Available Online
reality and truth; which may destroy itself. And as a new norm, it deals with the mental
representation of critical thinking in Iran contemporary architecture and urbanism
identity promoting. This research that has been analyzed in a qualitative method,
looking for an answer to this question, how can Iran contemporary architecture and
urbanism - as the event of a New-Normal - lead to the promotion of architecture
and urban planning identity? Therefore, data has collected and analyzed in semi-
structured interviews form, and the answers in interview on the 17th, the highest
level of saturation has been reached. According to the average agreement of 90.37%
and the coverage of the criterion level of more than 0.6 kappa, the research quality
index is accepted and the validity and reliability of research is confirmed and the result
of research can be evaluated and interpreted by examining the criteria of adaptation,
generalization, capability of understanding and control. The findings show that the
research summation of causal variables’ result in the mediating conditions of existing
situation, creates an event; which with a realistic and critical approach, deals with the
mental representation of architecture and urbanism identity, and in a self-reflection
crisis from the continuous changes of threshold situations, it is evolving into a radical
alternative in a new-normal situation; which due to its ambiguity, openness and
indeterminacy, results in a temporary transition between alternative situations, It
leads to the promotion of Iran contemporary architecture and urbanism identity.

19/06/2025

New-Normal

Event

Mental Representation

Crisis

Critical Thinking

Iran Contemporary Architecture
and Urbanism.

© [2025] by the author(s).

Maslahatjoo, A. D., Ghasemi Sichani, M., Ghobadian, V., & Abdolkarimi, B. (2025). Iran contemporary Architecture and Urbanism as a New-Normal Event:
Mental Representation of Critical Thinking in the Identity of Iran Contemporary Architecture and Urban Planning. Iranian Urban design studies, 2(1),
31-52.

* This study is extracted from Amir Davood Maslahatjoo PhD Dissertation entitled “a dialectical analysis of the identity of contemporary Iranian

architecture with an emphasis on the critical reading of postmodernism”, which was carried out under the supervisor of Dr. Maryam Ghasemi Sichani
and the advisors of Dr. Vahid Ghobadian and Dr. Bijan Abdolkarimi, in the Architecture Department of Islamic Azad University, Shahrekord branch.

** Author Corresponding: Email: mghasemi@khuisf.ac.ir  Phone: 09133135971



https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3031-5153
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5027-2472
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5040-0382
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6122-8883
https://doi.org/10.22099/iuds.2025.52923.1032

1UDS, 2(1):31-52, 2025

Iran contemporary Architecture and Urbanism as a New-Normal Event ...

I ntroduction: The enlightenment of the new age has been tied to radicalism from the beginning; as it
no longer reproduces itself and, instead of paying attention to the realization of the desired situation,
it justifies and defends the existing situation. In an inductive logic of critical interpretation, dealing with
the abstract predominance of truth and the expression of a contradictory reality in a reading of order
after disorder, it expresses the (nihilistic) question of failure between the loss of reality and truth, which
may destroy itself. As a new norm, it deals with the mental representation of the essence of architecture,
where this New-Normal represents the normal state after a crisis. Therefore, in line with the research
purpose—which is the abstract manifestation of the architectural event in a radical architecture,
functionally program-oriented, practical, and far from identity violation in Iranian contemporary
architecture (ICA)—the main question here is: how is it possible to apply critical thinking in giving identity
to Iranian contemporary architecture? Should the New-Normal be formed in a way that is different from
the old tradition?

Materials and Methods: This current research has been analyzed using a qualitative method,
carried out through the Grounded Theory approach. Grounded Theory is an approach in qualitative
research that develops theory by using a set of data. In this research, the systematic approach known
as Strauss and Corbin’s theory (2019) was used to analyze the data. According to the classification of
Corbin and Strauss (2022), the systematic approach includes three stages: open coding (concepts), axial
coding (causal conditions, actions and interactions, context, intervening conditions, and consequences),
and selective coding. These three types of coding represent different levels of analysis, each addressing
a distinct aspect in expressing the categories in foundational data theorizing. In the collection and
extraction of the main and sub-categories, documentary and citation resources, as well as interview
and questionnaire tools, were used. The research places special emphasis on the views and opinions
of professors and architects who work both academically and professionally. Data were collected and
analyzed through semi-structured interviews with architectural professors and experts engaged in
both academic and professional activities. By the 17th interview, the highest level of saturation was
reached. The data content was coded according to the coding method of Strauss and Corbin, refined
into meaningful classifications, and categorized and connected with the axis category, which is the New-
Normal event architecture. According to the average agreement of 90.37% and the criterion coverage
level of more than 0.6 kappa, the research quality index is accepted, and the validity and reliability of the
research are confirmed. The results of the research can be evaluated and interpreted by examining the
criteria of adaptation, generalization, capability of understanding, and control.

Findings: The findings show that the summation of the causal variables’ results, in the mediating
conditions of the existing situation, creates an event which, as a New-Normal, deals with the mental
representation of architectural identity through a realistic and critical approach. In a self-reflective crisis
arising from the continuous changes of threshold situations, it is evolving into a radical alternative within
a New-Normal situation, which, due to its ambiguity, openness, and indeterminacy, results in a temporary
transition between alternative situations.

Discussion and Conclusion: The event—as a New-Normal—is a mental representation of
architectural identity with a realistic and critical approach, evolving into a radical alternative in a
crisis of self-reflection arising from the continuous change of threshold situations. Due to its ambiguity,
openness, and indeterminacy, it leads to a temporary transition between alternative situations and,
instead of creating conflict, seeks to establish a link between phenomena. In this way, it is continuously
compared and interpreted (critically). Therefore, the new event is a mental representation of the critical
realist reading of identity in architecture. It seems that the history of Iranian architecture requires a new
paradigm to demonstrate that, despite the occurrence of any event in any new situation, reality itself does
not change. In this way, it represents the nature of contemporary Iranian architecture in a new format.
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- Postmodernism — such as a New-Normal - determines distinct notions of experience in continuity while changing.

- The Contemporary Architecture is the same event that guides a fundamental transformation in a program-oriented and
practical function.

- Iran Contemporary Architecture (ICA) is a representation of the same function that with a realistic approach, inevitably
leads to the occurrence of an event!

- Whatthe crisis of new disenchantment era, has brought to the Iranian human is the necessity of historical self-knowledge.

- Iran Contemporary architecture (ICA) is an event - Becoming - between truth (narcissism to self-destruction) and essence
(self-belief) in confrontation among being Iranian or remaining Iranian.
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of desired situation, it justifies and defends existing situation and in a reading of order
after disorder deals It expresses the question (nihilistic) of failure between the loss of Available Online
reality and truth; which may destroy itself. And as a new norm, it deals with the mental
representation of critical thinking in Iran contemporary architecture and urbanism
identity promoting. This research that has been analyzed in a qualitative method,
looking for an answer to this question, how can Iran contemporary architecture and
urbanism - as the event of a New-Normal - lead to the promotion of architecture
and urban planning identity? Therefore, data has collected and analyzed in semi-
structured interviews form, and the answers in interview on the 17th, the highest
level of saturation has been reached. According to the average agreement of 90.37%
and the coverage of the criterion level of more than 0.6 kappa, the research quality
index is accepted and the validity and reliability of research is confirmed and the result
of research can be evaluated and interpreted by examining the criteria of adaptation,
generalization, capability of understanding and control. The findings show that the
research summation of causal variables’ result in the mediating conditions of existing
situation, creates an event; which with a realistic and critical approach, deals with the
mental representation of architecture and urbanism identity, and in a self-reflection
crisis from the continuous changes of threshold situations, it is evolving into a radical
alternative in a new-normal situation; which due to its ambiguity, openness and
indeterminacy, results in a temporary transition between alternative situations, It
leads to the promotion of Iran contemporary architecture and urbanism identity.
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