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Highlights

- Roman-style facades have become a dominant yet culturally detached trend in llam.

- Visual appeal and economic benefits drive widespread public preference for this style.
- Weak architectural education and lack of fagade regulations accelerate its expansion.

- Fagade design reflects social status within a consumerist urban culture.

- The trend leads to identity erosion, visual disruption, and unsustainable urban growth.
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expansion has led to a loss of urban identity, as Roman facades are incompatible with
the historical structure and architectural system rooted in Iran’s indigenous culture, Available Online
This study employs a qualitative Grounded Theory approach, integrated with Strauss
and Corbin’s systematic model, to analyze fundamental concepts and develop a
theoretical framework for the phenomenon under investigation. The research
explores the underlying causes of public inclination toward this style and its impact
on llam’s urban landscape. A total of 488 initial data points were collected through
semi-structured interviews with 27 faculty members from relevant universities.
These data were categorized into 241 open codes, 43 components, and 7 core
categories. Findings reveal that the physical and visual characteristics of Roman
facades are among the key factors contributing to their appeal among the general
public. Economically, this facade style has gained widespread acceptance among
builders and contractors due to its high profitability and ease of implementation. The
driving forces behind the public’s preference for Roman-style architecture in Iranian
society include: lack of awareness and inadequate training among designers and
architects, absence of identity and regulatory frameworks in constructed buildings.
The consequences of this societal shift toward Roman-style fagcade design include
the promotion of identity-less architecture and the degradation of urban aesthetics
and landscape. Based on the findings, it can be argued that “the representation of
social status through urban facades within a consumerist cultural context, coupled
with weak educational and regulatory structures,” constitutes the dominant pattern
explaining the popularity of Roman-style facades in Ilam.
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ntroduction: In recent decades, extensive developments in construction technologies and the

diversification of architectural styles have significantly transformed the visual character of Iranian cities,
highlighting the urgent need to reconsider urban facade design. The urban landscape — an interplay
between the physical structure of the city and the lived experiences of its citizens — plays a vital role
in shaping cultural identity and a sense of belonging. However, the widespread adoption of imported
and culturally detached styles, particularly Roman-style facades, has led to visual disruption and a
weakening of urban identity. In Ilam City, Roman-style facades have become prevalent across residential
areas despite their incompatibility with indigenous architectural principles and the semantic framework
of Iranian urban spaces. This phenomenon reflects the emergence of a new construction taste, driven
by superficial display and visual distinction, and has introduced challenges to civic culture and public
engagement in spatial development. Given the lack of critical research on this stylistic trend, the present
study aims to investigate the underlying factors behind the public’s inclination toward Roman-style
facades and to assess their impact on the visual and identity-related quality of Ilam’s urban landscape.
The research seeks to provide a foundation for rethinking urban design policies through a culturally
sensitive and locally grounded approach.

Materials and Methods: This study employs a qualitative Grounded Theory approach to
explore the social drivers behind the public preference for Roman-style facades in Iranian urban
architecture. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 27 university faculty members
in architecture and urban planning. Theoretical sampling continued until conceptual saturation was
achieved. Data analysis followed Strauss and Corbin’s coding model—open, axial, and selective—resulting
in core categories organized according to causal, contextual, strategic, and consequential relationships.
Validity was ensured through member checks, peer reviews, and audit trails. MAXQDA was used for
code organization, while conceptual analysis was conducted manually. The findings provide a culturally
grounded framework for understanding facade trends and their impact on urban identity.

Findings: Using Grounded Theory’s three-stage coding—open, axial, and conceptual integration—

this study examines the widespread preference for Roman-style facades in Iranian urban architecture.

- Causal Factors: Aesthetic appeal, economic gain, symbolic prestige, weak education, and poor
regulation drive the initial adoption.

- Contextual Conditions: Cultural aspirations, media influence, and material accessibility normalize the
style.

- Core Category: Roman facades emerge as a dominant yet culturally detached urban norm shaped by
economic, social, and educational forces.

- Intervening Factors: Market incentives, imitation, and perceived value reinforce the trend, while media
influence and the lack of critical discourse deepen its entrenchment.

- Strategic Drivers: Educational gaps, legal inefficiencies, and cultural preferences prioritize spectacle
over authenticity.

- Consequences: The style contributes toidentity erosion, visual disruption, structural risk, environmental
strain,andeconomicimbalance—ultimately threateningsustainable urban development.

iscussion and Conclusion: Using Grounded Theory and Strauss & Corbin’s systematic
framework, this study reveals that the public’s preference for Roman-style facades is not merely
aesthetic or personal—it stems from a complex interplay of structural, cultural, economic, educational,
and social factors. The style’s symbolic association with prestige and status, reinforced by media, real
estate marketing, and non-critical architectural education, has transformed fagades into tools of social
distinction rather than climate-responsive or culturally rooted design.
Weak architectural institutions, lack of theoretical discourse, and absence of contextual design policies
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have enabled the unchecked spread of culturally shallow and visually repetitive styles. Consequences
include visual chaos, identity erosion, increased energy consumption, and a consumerist mindset—
reflecting deeper socio-cultural crises. The study emphasizes that facade design is shaped by hidden
interactions among educational policies, professional norms, profit-driven construction, media
narratives, and public perceptions of social status.

The emerging theory suggests that “the representation of social prestige through urban facades within
a consumerist culture and weak educational-regulatory structures” is the dominant model explaining
the Roman-style trend in llam.

Practical Recommendations for Urban Managers and Designers

- Reform architectural education with a focus on climate, context, and critical aesthetics
- Establish facade design regulations with cultural and environmental criteria

- Launch media campaigns to promote Iranian architectural heritage

- Encourage revival of historical styles (e.g., Safavid, Qajar) adapted to modern needs

- Organize design competitions to foster creativity and identity

- Implement incentive or restriction policies based on cultural-spatial quality

Suggestions for Future Research

- Comparative studies of facade styles across Middle Eastern cities

- Psychological analysis of public perceptions of beauty and status

- Media content analysis on visual norms in urban advertising

- Economic impact of facade styles on housing markets

- Environmental assessment of non-contextual architectural styles

- Institutional policy review and benchmarking against successful international models
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- Roman-style facades have become a dominant yet culturally detached trend in llam.

- Visual appeal and economic benefits drive widespread public preference for this style.
- Weak architectural education and lack of fagcade regulations accelerate its expansion.

- Fagade design reflects social status within a consumerist urban culture.

- The trend leads to identity erosion, visual disruption, and unsustainable urban growth.
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expansion has led to a loss of urban identity, as Roman facades are incompatible with
the historical structure and architectural system rooted in Iran’s indigenous culture, ~Available Online
This study employs a qualitative Grounded Theory approach, integrated with Strauss
and Corbin’s systematic model, to analyze fundamental concepts and develop a
theoretical framework for the phenomenon under investigation. The research
explores the underlying causes of public inclination toward this style and its impact
on llam’s urban landscape. A total of 488 initial data points were collected through
semi-structured interviews with 27 faculty members from relevant universities.
These data were categorized into 241 open codes, 43 components, and 7 core
categories. Findings reveal that the physical and visual characteristics of Roman
facades are among the key factors contributing to their appeal among the general
public. Economically, this facade style has gained widespread acceptance among
builders and contractors due to its high profitability and ease of implementation. The
driving forces behind the public’s preference for Roman-style architecture in Iranian
society include: lack of awareness and inadequate training among designers and
architects, absence of identity and regulatory frameworks in constructed buildings.
The consequences of this societal shift toward Roman-style facade design include
the promotion of identity-less architecture and the degradation of urban aesthetics
and landscape. Based on the findings, it can be argued that “the representation of
social status through urban facades within a consumerist cultural context, coupled
with weak educational and regulatory structures,” constitutes the dominant pattern
explaining the popularity of Roman-style facades in llam.
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