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Study of Postmodern Components in Contemporary Iranian
Cinema: A Case Study of the Films Sweet and The Seller’

Abstract

Modernism, with its break from tradition, introduced a new
era; however, in the postmodern period, the results and prin-
ciples of modernism were critically questioned and reassessed.
After moving beyond the arrogance of modernism, contem-
porary society found itself in a state of protest and transfor-
mation. This new era saw the limitations of language and the
complexity of the world from a human perspective, which led
to the fusion and transformation of concepts, along with an
eclectic approach to meanings and content in art. Since the
1960s, the rise of postmodernism, along with profound devel-
opments in America and Europe, has influenced various cul-
tural and artistic fields. The postmodern era is fundamentally
characterized by a break from ideology, revolution, ideals, and
the overarching concepts of modernity, rebelling against both
traditions and modernist perspectives. Cinema, as a dynamic
medium, has evolved under the influence of postmodernist
ideas. As a global and influential phenomenon, cinema has
consciously sought to redefine the concepts and questions
inherited from the modern world using its own tools and
language, while also serving as a form of entertainment. Post-
modern cinema is one of the most significant expressions of
contemporary culture, reflecting the creations and produc-
tions of postmodern society. The discourse of the postmodern
era—characterized by a break from linear time, the collapse
of grand narratives, intertextuality, uncertainty, and the blur-
ring of boundaries between reality and art—was prominently
represented in cinema during the 1990s. Postmodern film is
often seen as a self-aware movement, recognizing its artistic
and media limitations while simultaneously striving to tran-
scend them. It both embraces and questions the concepts and
elements of the modern world, as well as macro narratives.
The concept of genre in postmodern cinema diverges from
the conventions of classical and modern cinema, giving rise
to the unique characteristics of postmodern film. Iranian cin-
ema is no exception to this influence, making the examination
of postmodern elements within it both necessary and impor-
tant. Despite the country's traditional values and the ongoing
tension between tradition and modernity, Iranian cinema has
also been shaped by the postmodern condition. Filmmakers
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have sought to depict the postmodern world in some of their
works. In the films of Abbas Kiarostami and Asghar Farhadi,
despite their distinct narrative and intellectual approaches,
postmodern elements can be identified. This research aims to
explore how these elements are used to convey concepts and
construct a unique cinematic world. The primary goal of this
study is to investigate the postmodern components in Iranian
cinema. This study will analyze contemporary Iranian films:
Sweet Films and The Salesman. We will explore the presence
of postmodern elements in these films and analyze how they
are utilized to create their distinctive cinematic worlds. De-
spite differences in form and content, this analysis will offer a
deeper understanding of these works, enhancing our appreci-
ation of their artistic and thematic significance.
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