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Recognition of Urban Evolution in the Historic City of Hoiisam
(Rudsar) Based on Historical Written Sources and Evidence

Abstract

Historical urban fabrics have undergone continuous trans-
formations throughout different historical periods under the
influence of social, political, economic, and natural factors.
These transformations often disrupt the authentic identi-
ty and spatial-structural system of such cities, making their
accurate reading and interpretation increasingly difficult.
Rudsar, historically referred to as "Khosham," "
"Hotisam" in ancient texts, exemplifies this process of change.
Up to the late Qajar period, the city preserved a cohesive set
of urban elements, including the bazaar, the governor's pal-
ace, mosque, caravansary, public bath, cemetery, bridge, and
its port. However, during the Pahlavi I era, urban interven-
tions, natural disasters, and shifts in governance accelerated
the destruction and transformation of these elements. As a
result, the authentic identity and historical continuity of the
city's fabric were severely disrupted. Moreover, the erasure of
physical traces has led to scholarly disagreements about the
precise location or original form of some key structures, such
as the "Molla Amira cemetery" and the "Hotisam governor's
palace.” Against this background, the present research seeks
to answer two main questions: how did the historical transfor-
mations of Rudsar's urban fabric evolve over time, and what
were the key architectural, functional, and spatial features of
this historic city in its successive stages of development? The
study aims to reinterpret the architectural identity and spa-
tial-functional system of Rudsar's historic core across different
historical periods, thereby contributing to the understanding
of its heritage significance and informing conservation strat-
egies. The research follows a descriptive-analytical approach,
combining historical and architectural analysis. Data were
collected through an extensive review of historical texts, ar-
chival records, historic maps, travelogues by both Iranian and
foreign travelers, and extant physical evidence. A comparative
reading of documentary sources, supported by historic map
analysis, enabled the recognition of the city’s spatial organiza-
tion. Furthermore, a critical assessment of existing scholarly
debates about the location of specific sites was undertaken,
integrating written evidence with available physical traces to
propose substantiated interpretations. The findings highlight
Rudsar's historical significance as one of the oldest urban
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centers of Gilan and the southern Caspian region, serving
as a political, economic, cultural, and educational hub under
the Alavid, Buyid, Kar-Kiya, and Safavid dynasties. A notable
achievement of this research is the introduction and analysis
of a Safavid map of Rudsar, presented here for the first time,
which offers crucial insights into the city’s spatial organization
and the location of key structures during that era. Another
significant outcome is the systematic identification and expla-
nation of the different historical names attributed to Hotisam
in diverse sources, elucidating their linguistic and historical
rationale. Moreover, the study has undertaken the documen-
tation and site-location of major urban elements based on a
combination of textual evidence, maps, travelogues, and re-
maining physical traces. By bringing these data together for
the first time in a consolidated manner, the research provides
a clearer picture of the historical morphology of Rudsar. In
conclusion, the study underscores that despite the widespread
loss of tangible evidence, a careful synthesis of textual, car-
tographic, and archaeological data can accurately locate archi-
tectural spaces in the historic identity of Rudsar's urban fabric.
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