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1. Introduction

The current research is an interdisciplinary investigation primarily aimed at
contextualizing the significance of cultural heritage symbols within urban
environments. The spatiotemporal scope of the study centers on Jiroft city, focusing
on a period spanning approximately the last fifty years. It mainly questions if it is
possible to historically contextualize the role played by urban elements embodying
local cultural heritage symbols in the public space of the southern Kerman region.

2. Literature Review

The theory of practice is a well-established framework that has been employed
across a broad spectrum of disciplines within the social science and humanities. That
said, it must be acknowledged that it has not been properly incorporated into the
archaeological methodology of reconstructing human cultures. The present research
is set to utilize its tools in the examination of the social dynamics that underpin the
transformation processes of collective identity in relation to cityscapes and their
material culture.

3. Methodology

This analysis employed a comprehensive methodology that integrated the concept of
"material culture," as understood in archaeology and anthropology, with Pierre
Bourdieu’s “theory of practice” from sociology. Data collection involved an
intensive survey of public spaces across the entire city. The research design
incorporated structured observations and unstructured interviews with local residents
to gather qualitative insights. This integrated approach was applied to explore the
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historical influence of urban elements associated with cultural heritage within the
public spaces of southern Kerman. This approach aims to contribute to a broader
understanding of how cultural heritage symbols shape urban identity and influence
social dynamics over time.

4. Discussion

The article maintains that the hysteresis observed during the 1350s and 1360s,
according to the Iranian solar calendar, can be inferred from significant regional
transformations. These include a sudden shift in the power field marked by the
Islamic Revolution of 1357, which led to profound changes in cultural and symbolic
fields. Additionally, demographic growth during the 1360s and 1370s contributed to
social shifts, while sociopolitical instability—primarily stemming from the Iran-Iraq
War and its prolonged aftermath—further destabilized social structures. The
economic field also experienced crises, reflecting broader systemic upheavals. In the
1380s, southern Kerman’s rich archaeological heritage gained international
scholarly attention, highlighting the region’s extensive history of human settlement.
This increased awareness fostered a deeper appreciation of the archaeological and
cultural legacy embedded within the region’s social fabric. Efforts by local
communities to establish economic competitiveness were largely constrained by the
prevailing power field structures that aimed to safeguard archaeological sites.
Consequently, these initiatives were predominantly focused on knowledge-based
strategies. Scientific advancements in archaeology and related fields, yet again,
reinforced the importance of regional identity and heritage, embedding these
concepts into the collective habitus of local communities and strengthening their
cultural cohesion.

The zeitgeist manifested prominently within the public spaces of the urban
environment. These manifestations served as the primary focus of this research,
emphasizing urban elements imbued with cultural significance linked to the
discourse surrounding local ancient heritage. The social capitals accessible to the
local communities can be categorized into three distinct types: archaeological,
environmental, and religious. Each category found tangible expression within the
urban landscape through specific artifacts and structures. Firstly, there are eleven
replicas of proto-historical chlorite artifacts from the Halil-rud River Basin, which
symbolize archaeological heritage. Secondly, three wall paintings and statues
represent the past natural landscape of southern Kerman, representing environmental
heritage. Lastly, three sets of symbolic stands illustrate Islamic prayers, religious
decrees, and ceremonial tools, embodying religious heritage. It is posited that the
peak of urban development in Jiroft, particularly during the 1380s and 1390s, aligns
with a period when local social agents actively promoted narratives emphasizing the
region's glorious past. Cultural heritage elements collectively form a prominent
cluster of symbolic structures within the cityscape. Their importance can be
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understood through two key aspects: the relatively high number of seventeen
specimens in a small city and their specific spatial distribution, predominantly
concentrated in Jiroft’s main squares, boulevards, and streets. This pattern
underscores the vital role of everyday urban spaces and their symbolic cultural
connotations within the habitus of local societies. It reflects how these symbols and
their associated values are mobilized within strategies employed by individuals to
attain competitive social positions. Since its inception, the discourse surrounding the
cultural heritage of southern Kerman has been largely inspired, either wholly or in
part, by the archaeological discoveries made in the Halil-rud River Basin area during
that period.

5. Conclusion

The reshaping of social and embodied cultural capitals has significantly influenced
the collective habitus of southern Kerman's societies. The urban environment of the
region's principal city has emerged as a strategic front for engaging with and
mobilizing these capitals. Analyzing the everyday spatial dynamics of Jiroft
revealed a complex interaction between individual subjectivities and overarching,
objective social structures, illustrating an ontological complicity that shapes social
realities. In this context, effective strategies restructured social fields, while
symbolic urban elements played a crucial role in redefining the habitus of social
agents, thereby expanding the boundaries of what is considered possible. The newly
accessed capitals were actively utilized within local communities' ongoing efforts to
attain distinction and social recognition. This diachronic analysis of the
transformation of collective identity in the region indicated a linear progression,
culminating in demands that led to the initial recognition of the independent
province of South Kerman by the relevant authorities. The research underscored that
urban planning initiatives, when rooted in local cultural memory and culturally
sensitive, can serve as dynamic agents within the social fabric. Such programs have
the capacity to enrich the lived experiences of citizens, fostering a deeper sense of
community and cultural continuity, and ultimately contributing to regional
development and identity formation.
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