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From The Theban Plays to the Writers and Poets Association of Gorgan:
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abstract

Sophocles’ Antigone is one of the most important classical works in the history of
dramatic literature, and numerous adaptations have been made from it throughout the
ages. Great playwrights such as Brecht and Anouilh have written the most important
adaptations of this work, and repeated performances of Antigone have been staged
all over the world in different eras. In Iran, in early 1980s, Ahmad Shamlu published
a play adapted from Antigone in the Quarterly of the Writers and Poets Association
of Gorgan, which is very neglected in his artistic career. In this research, while
examining the dramatic aspects of the two works and analyzing them comparitively,
efforts have been made to answer the question of what in Antigone inspired Shamlu
to write this play, and how the thematic and structural characteristics of this play
are related to Sophocles’ Antigone. The data for this research was collected using
the library research method, and the research method is descriptive-analytical. The
results of this study showed that Shamlu regarded Antigone not only in terms of its
technical features but also in relation to his own society, using the medium of drama
to express his thoughts and critiques.
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