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Abstract

The present research applies the theory of mental spaces to the analysis of Persian
prose literary texts. The theory of mental spaces, proposed by Gilles Fauconnier
in the latter half of the twentieth century, is a key tool of the cognitive approach
to text analysis. It was later expanded through the development of conceptual
blending theory. This theory is useful for analyzing the linguistic, ideological, and
cognitive dimensions of literary texts. It views the literary text as the product of
constructing mental spaces and establishing connections between them. Relying on
the final gestalt and the narrative style of the text, the theory seeks to trace the various
components constructed by both the author and the readers within the text. In this
research, a selected part of the novel Missing Soluch has been analyzed as a case
study. The results of this research show that the theory of mental spaces can help the
researchers in aspects in the analysis and criticism of Persian prose literature such
as, analyzing the narrative flow, referential pronouns in character-based texts, and
stylistic application related to the mechanism of characters.
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